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High ACA Turnover Moves Through Waitlist 
     ACA has a high turnover of students. Between 60 and 80 new 
students join ACA every year. The amount of new students de-
pends on how many students graduate or 
choose a different education path. 
     If you are interested in joining the Al-
liance Charter Academy community, you 
come to a meeting held here at ACA in Feb-
ruary and fill out the paperwork that enters 
you in the lottery. The lottery is set in three 
different ways, the first on the waitlist is sib-
lings, brothers or sisters that want to go to 
ACA. Those who live in Oregon City go on 
the in-district waitlist, to get picked at ran-
dom. Then those who don’t live in Oregon City school district go 
on the outer-district waitlist and get individually drawn.
   “The way the waitlists are worked through is we go through the 
siblings, the in-district, and then if we get through those two lists 
then we go to outer-district.” said Mr. Chapin, the Principal/Direc-
tor of ACA.

     On the waitlist there are currently around 20-30 people. Around 
the beginning of spring they usually put 120-200 names on it.
Where you are on the waitlist and how many openings there are 
depends on how long it will take for you to get a response. “So,  if 

you are on the very bottom of the waitlist, 
it may not get worked through that year,” 
stated Chapin.
If you are on the top of the in-district list you 
may get a call in the summer.
     Many students have come and gone for 
many different reasons. Some leave because 
they need bigger classrooms, New people, 
or because they don’t like the limited class-
es.
Former ACA student, Matthew Waterman 

left “Because there was a better program for going to college dur-
ing high school at CAIS (Clackamas Academy of Industrial Sci-
ences).”

Teacher Volunteers to Teach Free Yoga
By Victor Heimbigner, The Charter News

     Have you ever done Yoga before? If you 
would like to, we have a Yoga class here at 
Alliance Charter Academy. Todd Ingham, 
a teacher who teaches art class and in his 
free time, comes to school every Tuesday 
at 8:00 o’clock in the gym to teach Yoga to 
anybody who stops by. 
     Mr. Todd helps his yoga students to be-
come more flexible, calmer and stronger.  
Some of the poses are complicated, but the 
expectations he has of his students are rea-
sonable.
     Todd has been doing yoga for many 
years now. It all started when he took his 
kids to daycare.  While they were in day-
care he would do yoga as a hobby.
     Yoga helps the mind, focus the body, 
and builds muscle and flexibility. “Very 
relaxing and a great start to the day,” said 
student Constantine Van Sickle. 
     There are many various ways to do yoga, 
different poses, and many versions 

of yoga.  Yoga first started in Northern In-
dia more than 5,000 years ago.
     In the United States, it goes way back 
to the late 1800s to the early 1900s. Yoga 
masters would travel to the west to teach 
and attract others to their yoga.  
     Yoga has been proven to be helpful to the 
mind and body. 
     Try it sometime. Come to the class with 
Mr. Ingham and watch videos on poses. 
There are multiple ways of pursuing yoga.
Why not learn some yoga?

By Colin Hughes, The Charter News

     In 2017, for the first time ever, students 
at ACA scored higher on the Smarter Bal-
anced tests in all grades and subjects than 
the average for the Oregon State and the 
Oregon City School District.
     How did this happen? Not only did some 
kids do well, others just scored off the 
charts. Some said they didn’t even know 
what they scored but they passed.
     One of the teachers, Math Specialist 
David Toth, says that the scores have only 
gotten better, for the most part, over recent 
years.
     “I think over the past five years we’ve 
put in a lot more, better educational practic-
es,” Toth said. “I think on top of that I think 
our kids are lucky because most of the par-
ents are committed to working with their 
kids…. and then we have a lot of ESes who 
are pushing the kids and helping them.”
     Nic Chapin, director and principal of 
the school, says that ACA’s test scores have 
always surpassed the state average at a ma-
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Mr. Ingham practices the Warrior II pose.
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     “I made some incredible 
friends and got an amaz-
ing amount of support from 
teachers and peers alike.”

- Conor Jordan, recently 
withdrawn junior



     Waterman left three years ago, but some-
one else is making a similar change cur-
rently. 11th grader Conor Jordan is leaving 
to get his GED on January 31.
    “I’m leaving because I feel like I need 
to move forward in my education and that 
no high school can give me what I need 
now,“ said Jordan “ I made some incredible 
friends and got an amazing amount of sup-
port from teachers and peers alike. Hated 
the starting times. I’m going to PCC to get 

my GED and hopefully college in Florida.”
    Sometimes, ACA is a perfect fit for 
someone. 
Rylie Young thinks so. “I think that Alli-
ance Charter Academy is a wonderful fit 
for me. I love being able to customize my 
schedule to what works best for my own 
needs.” She says. “ I’m definitely more of 
a homebody and I like that I can choose to 
do some classes at home and some on cam-
pus.”

 The school that may work better for 
someone depends on how they learn best, 
whether it’s in small classes or big classes. 
Some people learn better in groups and 
some learn better with a one on one lessons 
or a partner. So, make sure you make the 
best decision for you and your education.
 

For complete story and source informa-
tion, go to theacacharter.com

jority of the tests, but that this was the first 
time they surpassed the average for the dis-
trict at all grades from 3rd to 8th and 11th, 
in all of Mathematics and English Lan-
guage Arts tests.
     The tests were taken in April of 2017, 
and the results didn’t come in until Novem-
ber. The state’s proficiency average in Eng-

lish was 54.7 percent; ACA averaged 73.6 
percent. The state  proficiency average in 
Mathematics was 41.9 percent, ACA aver-
aged 55.4 percent.
     Why do we care about this? According to 
science teacher Ann Heppner, “We (teach-
ers) should care about scores because we 
are educators and we want to a good job, 

and the other reason is, in the ACA Charter, 
it states that our scores should be equal to 
or better than the district scores.” 
     In conclusion, ACA is a charter school 
where teachers use good teaching philoso-
phies to educate students, the kids are nice, 
and test scores are high.

“Turnover,” continued from page 1

“Test Scores,” continued from page 1

By Constantine Vansickle 11/22/2017

     On October 9th 2017, Alliance Charter Academy (ACA) of-
ficially activated all student Google accounts. Along with that 
change, ACA has also reintroduced 
StudentVue, a software that allows 
students to check their grades. ACA’s 
push to “keep up with the times” is un-
doubtedly a controversial idea, already 
having parents opt-out of the Google 
accounts. Not only is ACA trying to 
increase student access to technology, 
they are also promoting the idea of 
having teachers electronically com-
municating with their students, The 
Admin is encouraging teachers to 
use Google Classroom. With ACA 
Parents feeling skittish towards the 
new “push” for technology,  ACA an-
nounced that the Gmail accounts will 
be closed Gmail accounts. With all of 
this new technology, people might be 
wondering, what is a “closed” Gmail 
account?
     ACA implemented an opt-in and opt-out for parents who wish 
for their students to not have access to technology, but Jill Mohr 
advised parents to not opt-out by saying “Opting-out will put 
their child at a severe disadvantage as they may not be able to 
participate with the rest of the class”. The Gmail accounts that 
ACA are giving out are “closed” Gmail accounts, meaning that 
students cannot send or receive Gmail correspondence to anyone 
that does not have a ACA Gmail account. Jill Mohr stated in an 

interview that the reason for this restriction is due to a district 
decision.  
     While many may appreciate the restriction, it has presented 
challenges for at least one class. Michael Lancaster, ES and 

Teacher for the Journalism Class says, 
“This has definitely created some 
additional hurdles for my students con-
ducting their interviews. Some of their 
sources don't use or have ACA gmail 
accounts, so I end up having to forward 
their emailed interview questions and 
their sources' replies. I'd like to foster 
greater independence for high school 
students--and not be a bottleneck for 
my students' stories, but I understand 
and appreciate the need for such re-
strictions."
     So what caused this wave of tech-
nology; why start this transition in the 
middle of the school year?  
     ACA’s transition to technology has 

actually been relatively slow compared 
to other schools in the district. Why 

hasn't ACA transitioned sooner? When asked the same question 
in a interview, Jill Mohr stated that, until recently, the school was 
unsure of the laws surrounding technology. Instead of waiting 
until next school year they decided to start as soon as possible. 
With the complicated laws surrounding students and technology, 
Jill Mohr stated, “It is now required for ACA educators to com-
municate electronically with students through their ACA gmail 
accounts.” With this decision, the way classes are setup and run 
will definitely change. Is ACA ready for this change?

“The New Age” Arrives at ACA

Screenshot by Constantine Vansickle

Marimba Club Welcomes All
By Nicole Engelke,  The Charter News

     Although the students in this new club 
had probably never met before, or heard 
their parts, or even played a marimba, they 
were determined to learn their parts before 
the concert, and have lots of fun in the 
process. Margie Phillips, one of the music 
teachers at ACA, wanted it that way when 
she coined the idea before the new school 
year.
     The Marimba club was founded just 
this year. It is held in room 116, twice a 
day, every Thursday from 1:30 PM to 2:00 
PM and from 3:30 PM to 4:00 PM. The 
club is for anyone who is willing to try 
something new and expressive. Phillips 
has made it clear that this club is not a 
class so there is no entry fee and atten-
dance is not required.
     Phillips was inspired by summer music 
camps she visited where she had the op-
portunity to play marimbas. When asked 

about her experience she said, “It’s very 
organic and satisfying to whack something 
with a stick and get a good sound out.”
     The marimba is a very different musi-
cal instrument consisting of a set of gradu-
ated wooden bars, often with resonators 
beneath to reinforce the sound, struck with 
wooden mallets. It is very similar in shape 
and sound to a xylo-
phone, except much 
larger and louder. 
     Though the 
actual origin of 
the instrument is 
unknown, many 
believe that it came 
from Africa, while 
others say it was 
from Southeast Asia. Either way, it made 
its way to South America where it was 
popularized and modified into the beauti-
ful instrument we have today.
     Many types of music can be played 
on, or adapted for, the marimba, which is 
why Phillips plans to use them in her other 
various music classes and performances. 
Phillips says that there will be marimba 
performances before the music department 
concerts in December. She also expressed 
the possibility of a few lunchtime perfor-
mances in December or January. 
     The class is very open and non-judg-
mental, everyone has their strengths and 
weaknesses in the class. Some prefer to 
keep tempo with the big bass in the far 
corner, while others like to play com-
plicated pieces on the small sopranos in 
front. Everyone is focused on doing their 

part right, but they also have a lot of fun 
listening to the amazing sounds they can 
make as a team. 
     When asked about her experience in 
the club so far, Lydia Flaherty, a student at 
ACA said, “I think it’s fun because I know 
piano and it’s like that but with sticks 
[and] because it’s a small group so you 

kind of just have fun 
with those couple 
people.”
     The new marim-
bas were purchased 
from a nearby 
school, Springwater 
Environmental Sci-
ences School, where 
they were no longer 

in use. The funds to buy the marimbas 
came from Phillips’ other music classes, 
the PAT, the rest of the music department, 
and Chapin, who authorized the funding. 
In total the marimbas cost around $5000. 
Phillips stated, “The marimbas were still 
very expensive even though we got them 
used, so it’s important that we appreciate 
how lucky we are that our school could go 
on a limb to buy them.”

Update: The Marimba club performed 
at both the orchestra and choir winter 
concerts on December 1st and 2nd in the 
ACA gym and they starred in their very 
own lunchtime concert on Tuesday the 
5th. They were a smashing success and 
received avid applause from the audience 
and fellow musicians. 
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     “It’s very organic and 
satisfying to whack some-
thing with a stick and get a 
good sound out.”

- Margie Phillips, 
ACA music teacher
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By Nicole Engelke, The Charter Editorial

     Lunchtime at ACA is a busy 
time - families with younger kids 
find each other, middle and high 
school students emerge from class-
rooms, tired from lectures, tests, 
and labs, for their 30-minute break.  
However, they don’t all have a 
place to actually eat.  If you’re 
slow getting to the cafeteria, you 
might just find that the hallway, 
gym, or out in the weather are your 
only options.
     Now, not all of the students 
want to eat in the lunchroom. A 
portion of the energetic students 
head to the gym or outside for a 
quick game of dodgeball before 
their next class. Others, who chose 
not to sit in the cafeteria, in the 
hallway, or play in the gym, can 
find refuge in an empty classroom. 
     Those students who would pre-
fer to eat indoors have their rea-
sons. Some become overwhelmed 
by the crowded, noisy cafeteria 
making the less crowded hallway 
or a secluded 
classroom the 
only place for 
them to eat. 
For others it is 
simply that they 
cannot find an 
empty seat in the 
cafeteria during lunch time. 
     One of the hallway kids, 7th 
grader Abby Ninneman, says that 
over the school year, that one space 
in the hallway has become a cen-
tral meeting place for her and her 
friends. She states that the reason 
they began sitting there in the 
first place was because there was 

nowhere in the cafeteria for them to 
sit as a group. 
     A few years ago, ACA attempt-
ed to improve the situation by set-
ting up what is now the Study Hall 
room as a family room to make 
space for families in the cafeteria. 

This was a good 
idea, but it didn’t 
end up working 
the way they had 
hoped. Not many 
families actually 
ate in the room 
and the school 

needed the space for Study Hall. 
     Students who do eat in the 
cafeteria said that they chose the 
cafeteria because they were not 
bothered by the crowded nature 
and noise of the room. According 
to Tazio Villali, a sophomore at 
ACA, “I used to eat in the hallway 
and it was filthy…[the cafeteria] 

has nice tables.”
     Although the students have 
become used to their certain spaces 
around the school where they spend 
their lunch time, the cafeteria was 
originally built for more students 
than currently enrolled at ACA. It 
seems as if the people taking up the 
most room are the families that eat 
there too. 

     It is nice to have the parents 
of younger students onsite to help 
out around the school. It creates a 
very family oriented atmosphere at 
the school. However, many fami-
lies with children enrolled have 
younger children that cannot be left 
at home while the other children at-
tend their classes. This means that 
the families have to eat lunch in the 
cafeteria along with the students. 

Hallway Dining: ACA’s cafeteria is  too small for students and families
It is quite common for families to 
arrive earlier than twelve o’clock 
and claim a table in the lunchroom. 
This means that when the middle 
and high school kids get out of 
class and head down to lunch, there 
is less room for them to sit and eat 
in the cafeteria.
     During lunch, many have no-
ticed that two or three families can 
take up a whole table. The cafeteria 
is sized for hundreds of students, 
but not hundreds of students and 
dozens of families along with their 
small children. 

     Although the students af-
fected by the overcrowding of the 
cafeteria have configured a solution 
to the problem, many are still ask-
ing, is this the best ACA can do for 
its students? 
     There are other options than 
practically forcing students to sit 
and eat in hallways and empty 
classrooms. Having a certain room 
for any student who needs a quiet 
place to eat lunch is one option so 
that students who need that can find 
it with other students who need it 
too. 
     Reconfiguring class schedules 
to fit in two lunch periods, one 
for younger students and another 
for middle school and high school 
students. Most middle schools and 
some high schools in the Oregon 
City School District (OCSD) have 
this system; although it usually 
depends on what classes you have, 
not which grade you are in. ACA 
only has one lunch period and 
introducing this system would give 

students in both periods much bet-
ter chances of finding a seat in the 
cafeteria. 
     Seeing as the space that families 
take up in the cafeteria could be 
used for students, the idea of hav-
ing a seperate room for the families 
to eat should be reconsidered. Per-
haps the board could analyze the 
system they created a while back 
and figure out where they went 
wrong. If they did this and recon-
figured the system to work better, 
they could reintroduce the system, 
leaving more room open for stu-
dents in the cafeteria. 

     Finding ways to open up 
space in the cafeteria for students 
should be the main goal as the 
point of the cafeteria is to have one 

clean place for students to gather, 
socialize, and eat. Having most 
of the students in one place, like 
the cafeteria, would make it much 
easier for the staff that are keeping 
track of students to do their job as 
most of them would be in the same 
space. 
     Even if nothing is done immedi-
ately to fix this problem, the topic 
should at least be recognized as an 
actual problem that needs to be ad-
dressed, and ideas of a solution that 
benefits everyone involved should 
be proposed.

     “I used to eat in the hall-
way, and it was filthy... (the 
cafeteria) has nice tables.”

- Tazio Villali, 
10th grader

Story continued on next page

Continued from previous page
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By: Nicole Engelke - Opinion / Editorial

This school year kicked off in the 
dark. All the unnecessary lights 
were shut off in hopes of not heat-
ing up the school more with the heat 
from the fluorescent light bulbs. 
Sweaty students struggled to pay at-
tention in their muggy classrooms. 
As the summers get hotter and hot-
ter, the need for air conditioning in 
schools grows along with the tem-
perature.

Like many other schools in the dis-
trict, ACA does not have air condi-
tioning. With this summer’s extreme 
heat wave, the school asked families 
to bring electric fans to school with 
them throughout the first month of 
the new school year.

Prior to this, many forest fires began 
burning in the Columbia gorge and 
filled the air with smoke, soot, and 
ash. This summer in Oregon, the 
amount of land burned was around 
equal to the size of Rhode Island. 
Because of this the windows could 
not be opened and any hope of the 
end-of-summer breezes were lost. 
Box fans and oscillating fans were 
placed in classrooms and hallways 
in an attempt to circulate the stuffy 
air.

Some believe that students behave 
and concentrate better when it is 
not blazing hot in their classroom. 
When asked their opinion, a student 
agreed that, “It does get really hu-
mid at school near the beginning 
of the school year, and it gets bad 
enough that it can make it hard to 
focus sometimes. The music room 

is particularly bad in the heat…”

A parent at ACA, Christine Engel-
ke, says, “My 9th grader at ACA 
had a great deal of trouble pay-
ing attention in class on those hot 
days.” She also believes that when 
the students are comfortable they 
learn much better. “We considered 
staying home those days, but since 
it was the beginning of the year, we 
went anyway and sweated it out.”

A study done by an undergrad at 
Loyola University concluded that 
a student’s memory was negatively 
impacted when the classroom was 
too hot or too cold. A memory test 
conducted on students showed sig-
nificantly higher scores when they 
were tested in a room that was 70 
degrees fahrenheit.

Something to consider as well is 
that the teachers and ES’s have to 
start working a few weeks before 

school even begins for the students. 
Most staff members return to ACA 
mid August, which is one of the hot-
test, muggiest times of the summer. 
Having air conditioning would help 
the teachers feel more comfortable 
while they are preparing for the stu-
dents’ arrival and while teaching 
their classes. 

According to Danelle Till, an ES 
and bookkeeper at ACA, “we do 
have air conditioning...some por-
table ones that the PAT bought for 
us a few years back.”

However having a few portable air 
conditioners to lug around when we 
need them is not enough. ACA needs 
something permanent and suited for 
the school and the students. 

According to office staff in the dis-
trict, only 3 out of the 14 schools 
have air conditioning. Last year, 
around 30 school days had an in-

door temperature over 80 degrees. 
This year it has been over 40 days 
and counting. For OCSD students 
the school year usually continues 
into June.

One option for air conditioning 
would be installing it into the build-
ing. That would be effective, but 
potentially dangerous for the people 
installing it as it is a very old build-
ing. It would also be very expen-
sive. The building also belongs to 
the district and as a charter school 
we can not alter it without the dis-
trict’s approval.

A better way we could solve this di-
lemma would be to install window 
air conditioning units in the class-
rooms. This would cost much less 
than central air conditioning.

Another school district in Ohio 
had this same issue in all of their 
schools. In 2016 they bought quiet 
window unit air conditioners for 
all of the schools in the district for 
a cost of $500 per unit. ACA needs 
about 20 of them, and at $500 each 
that would amount to $10,000. This 
is a reasonable amount of money 
to raise through fundraising events 
such as auctions, raffles, and other 
such events. 

When asked about the effectiveness 
of the window units, the Director 
of Business Affairs for the school 
district in Ohio, Dean Sandwisch, 
stated, “They keep the rooms plen-
ty cool, even in the warmest, most 
muggy days. Teachers report having 
a better start to the school year as 
the room is comfortable and energy 
levels from both students and staff 

are up. Students and teachers both 
report allergy symptoms are down 
as well.”

Window air conditioning units 
would be the most cost effective 
solution and would increase student 
and staff concentration and comfort 
during the first weeks of school. 
No matter what solution is imple-
mented, the situation needs to be 
addressed.   
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Trump not as bad as you think
By WILLIAM POINDEXTER
The Charter Opinions

 It’s no secret that our Presi-
dent is not well liked, but I’ve found 
that a lot of people dislike him pure-
ly based off of what others have 
said about him. People often call the 
President  a racist, anti-LGBT, or 
various other titles saying that he’s 
discriminatory in some way. With 
all these titles being thrown around 
it begs the question, how many of 
them are actually deserved? I’m 
here to show you that the President 
probably isn’t as bad as you think.

 The first thing I’d like to 
talk about is that the President is 
anti-LGBT. This term was more 
so thrown around during the elec-
tion but is still used frequently in 
reasons for disliking the President. 
This is untrue, in fact he’s probably 
the most pro-LGBT Republican in 
a long time. For example, on the 
campaign trail he 
criticised a North 
Carolina House 
Bill that repealed 
some anti-discrim-
ination laws in the 
state. He’s held 
up flags to show 
that he’s proud to 
have LGBT voters. 
While on the cam-
paign trail he was quite outspoken 
on his support of LGBT rights. 

 Next up is that Trump is 
a racist. While there is no doubt 
that the President has said or done 
things that, arguably, were rac-
ist, I still do not believe that the 

President is a racist. A racist is a 
person who believes that one race 
is superior to another, but there is a 
difference between someone who 
is a racist and someone who has 
done racist things. President Trump 

would fall into the 
latter of those two op-
tions. This is because 
while as I said earlier, 
he has arguably done 
racist things, it does 
not surround his entire 
personality, he does 
not actively call for 
racism. 

 Another term that 
has been thrown around is that 
Trump is sexist. Again no doubt he 
has said sexist things, but someone 
who is a sexist believes that one 
sex is inferior to another. Some-
one who is sexist would not want 
to put, in this case, women, in a 
position of power. So it would be 

logical to say that if Trump was 
sexist, then he would not have any 
women in his key staff. However 
this is not the case. His counselor, 
Kellyanne Conway, and his press 
secretary, Sarah Huckabee Sanders, 
are both women. The person who 
helps guide his decisions and the 
one who tells the public his views, 
are both women.

 While many, including 
myself, may generally dislike the 
President, many dislike him for 
the wrong reasons. I hope that this 
article has made you question some 
of your views, or at the very least 
made you want to research them 
more.

Workplace firings for personal views should not be OK
By WILLIAM POINDEXTER
The Charter Opinions
     In today’s society, discussion of 
important topics is needed to prog-
ress. However, inside of workplac-
es, it’s a different story. In all  kinds 
of workplaces, people have been 
fired for merely expressing their 
views. This should not be allowed.
     In November of 2016, according 
to Dec. 2016 National Post report, 
one teacher in British Columbia 
was fired for expressing a pro-life 
viewpoint. He was giving a lesson 
on the difference between morality 
and the law, as an example, he said, 
“I find abortion to be wrong, but the 
law is often different from our own 
personal opinion.” After this, a few 
students went up to the administra-
tion office to complain about how 
the comment “triggered” them and 
they now felt “unsafe”. Later, after 
apologizing, the teacher was fired. 
The explanation was that the com-
ment threatened students’ “safety”, 
and the school valued students’ 
feelings more than their teachers. 
A staff member fired simply for ex-
pressing the “wrong” viewpoint. It 
could be suggested that this could 
be valid since he is a teacher, but he 
wasn’t advocating for his opinion, 
only suggesting he had one.
     In August of 2017, according to 
a Daily Wire report from the same 
time, a Google employee, James 
Damore, was fired for writing a 
memo that expressed his opinion on 
the cause of low numbers of women 
in tech. His memo suggested that 
due to biological differences that af-
fect thinking, men and women grav-
itate towards different careers. Ac-
cording to evolutionary psychology 
professor, Geoffrey Miller, “almost 

all of the Google memo’s empirical 
claims are scientifically accurate.”, 
so they were scientifically correct, 
but not politically. He was fired 
for having the “wrong” opinion, 
an opinion that made people feel 
“unsafe” and was seen as gener-
ally right leaning. There have been 
claims that his science was wrong, 
thus making his claims sexist, but 
this is just untrue.
     Only one month after the Google 
memo, according to a Sept. 2017 
Huffington Post report, an Austra-
lian nanny was fired suggesting that 
it was ok to vote no on gay marriage 
in Australia. She was fired saying 
that she was going to vote no on the 
legislation, and if others wanted to 
as well, that would be fine. Again 
someone was fired for expressing 
the “wrong” viewpoint. To me, this 
example seems the most under-
standable, as their customers are 
families, but if people didn’t like 
her views, they could just ask for a 
different nanny.
     This is not okay. Companies 
should not be allowed to fire em-
ployees for expressing their view-
points. All of the viewpoints that 
these people expressed, were gener-
ally seen as “right leaning”. While 
in the past there have been times that 
people with “left leaning” opinions 
have been fired for said opinions, 
but of the examples that I found, 
all of them filed a lawsuit and won. 
This was not the case for the stories 
I went over here. 
     So in short, businesses are cur-
rently being allowed to fire employ-
ees for having “wrong” political 
viewpoints. The best solution for 
this problem is just to be more un-
derstanding of others’ opinions, and 

possibly bring some sort of speech 
protection into the workplace.

Image from The Huffington Post
Here is Trump holding an LGBT flag at one of his rallies.

Sources:

Blatchford, Christie. Teacher Fired 
For Having the Wrong Opinion. Na-
tional Post, Dec. 2016
http://nationalpost.com/opinion/
christie-blatchford-b-c-teacher-
fired-for-having-the-wrong-opinion 

Shapiro, Ben. Google Employee 
Pens 10-Page Manifesto RIPPING 
‘Diversity’ Initiatives. So They 
Threaten His Job. The Daily Wire, 
Aug. 2017
h t t p : / / w w w. d a i l y w i r e . c o m /
news/19413/googles-own-jerry-
maguire-pens-10-page-manifesto-
ben-shapiro 

Quillette Magazine. The Google 
Memo: Four Scientists Respond. 
Aug. 2017
http://quillette.com/2017/08/07/
google-memo-four-scientists-re-
spond/ 

Kenna, Siobhan. Woman Fired Be-
cause Of Same-Sex Marriage ‘No’ 
Vote Defends Her Beliefs. Huffing-
ton Post, Sept. 2017
h t t p : / / w w w. h u f f i n g t o n p o s t .
c o m . a u / 2 0 1 7 / 0 9 / 1 9 / w o m a n -
f i r e d - b e c a u s e - o f - s a m e - s e x -
marriage-no-vote-defends-her-
beliefs_a_23215618/ 

Redesign Your Mind. Wednesday 
Wisdom: The Gift Of Not Having 
Opinions. Feb. 2017
https://redesignyourmind.com/
wednesday-wisdom-gift-not-opin-
ions/ 

Corrections, Letters to the Editor, and Free-
lance Submissions: 
The Charter welcomes readers to correct us 
when we make mistakes and to submit com-
mentary, art, news, features, and other nonfic-
tion contributions.
Email: thecharter@aca.k12.or.us
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 Just like ACA, the ACA 
preschool is unique from other 
preschools. To start with, the 
preschool is held inside Park Place 
school, making ACA able to offer 
a Preschool through 12th grade 
education. The preschool and K/1 
Enrichment program are taught 
by Kerry Wright who has been the 
lead instructor for both since 2011, 
just two years after the preschool 
began in 2009. 

 Rachel Armstrong, a Junior 
at ACA, helped out in the pre-
school during the second semester 
of last school year. She says her 
main role in the classroom was to 
hang out with the kids.  According 
to Armstrong, the daily activities 
include crafts, snack time, and an 
outdoor recess on the playground.
“They always had wild 
stories to tell,” said 
Armstrong,“Preschoolers’ imagi-
nation is incredibly vivid.” 

Preschool 
at ACA

 The preschool allows the 
opportunity for parents to tailor 
their children’s days there. Budget 
and time constraints may worry 
parents, but Mrs. Wright says they 
can “choose any combination of 
days that work with their sched-
ule and budget.” Because of this, 
although there are currently almost 
thirty children enrolled in the pre-
school, Wright says that they don’t 
all come on the same day. Both the 
Pre-K and the K/1 programs allow 
parents to select the “sessions” they 
want their children to attend.
 Students are “surrounded 
by a rich community of parents, 
grandparents, siblings and friends 
of all ages” according to ACA’s 
webpage on the Preschool. Not 
only do students have the op-
portunity to interact with older 
students around campus, they even 
have them in their classroom in 
the form of Teacher’s Assistants. 
Wright says TAs play an important 
role in the preschool, “[TAs] assist 
with art time, they play with the 
children, and they read stories, to 
name just a few of the ways they 
might help!” 

 The preschool is both 
owned and operated by ACA and 
Mrs. Wright is employed by ACA. 
It also follows the same schedule 
as the school; the preschool is open 
Monday through Thursday from 
8:45AM to 11:45AM and uses the 
same calendar for breaks.

 Walking into the preschool, 
you will be met with sounds of kids 
having fun and a warm, friendly 
atmosphere. Kids enrolled in the 
ACA preschool enjoy the opportu-
nity to be surrounded by people of 
all ages, caring staff, and an overall 
positive environment.

By Olivia Silbernagel

The Gay Straight Alliance/Gender 
and Sexuality Awareness (GSA) club 
at ACA has had its share of contro-
versy over the years, but that has not 
stopped the members from advocat-
ing for what they believe.
     These issues have included: par-
ent concerns, who oversees the meet-
ings, how they can spread their mes-
sage, and even what the club is to be 
called.
     However, GSA club is not exactly 
a new idea in high schools; in fact, in 
Clackamas County alone there are 13 
clubs at various high schools. This, 
of course, includes ACA as well as 
Oregon City High School (OCHS). 
ACA’s policies closely mimic those 
of the Oregon City School District, 
even down to snow days, and their 
policy on “creating safe and welcom-
ing school environments for all stu-
dents” is no different. 
     The GSA meets Tuesdays from 
12-12:30pm in the art room (room 
108) and was previously supervised 
by Anne Paris. Paris had to stop su-
pervising “due to a personal life hap-
pening”, according to one of the stu-
dents involved, Nicole Engelke, who 
is a Freshman this year. The club is 
currently lacking a teacher/faculty 
member to supervise their meetings 
due to this. 
     The GSA has begun calling them-
selves the “Gender and Sexuality 
Awareness” club as opposed to the 
more traditional “Gay Straight Al-
liance” according to Rachel Arm-
strong, a Junior, who was involved in 
getting the new club up and running. 
However, there has been no official 
name change, and there seems to be 
some confusion about what the club 
is actually called. 

     There have actually been two GSAs 
in ACA’s history. The original GSA 
was run by Jerika Fuller and stopped 
meeting after most of the members 
graduated, according to Danelle Till, 
the liaison for the Equity Commit-
tee. The new incarnation of the GSA 
was founded by Halie and Ian Sofich, 
with help from other students. 
     The school seems to have need-
ed some form of support system for 
LGBTQ+ students, as Engelke stated 
that she has observed students feel-
ing unsafe, “A while ago we invited 
Nic (Chapin) to a meeting to discuss 
the poster and reasons we need it 
(the reason was some students didn’t 
feel safe in the school).” According 
to Armstrong, and other students in-
volved, the previous GSA’s posters 
were ripped down at that time and 
met with some other backlash from 
the student body and even parents. 
Halie Sofich says that they were 
“worried that students wouldn’t feel 
safe coming to the club.” She elabo-
rated that some students even wished 
to be left out of the yearbook photos.
     “...we had students leave the room 
during the yearbook photo. Luckily 
for us, there is a strong community 
here.”
     The new poster Engelke is ref-
erencing is part of a push made by 
the GSA for their message of inclu-
sion to be more visible to the student 
body. This seems to be necessary as 
Engelke feels that “Not many people 
really know about [the GSA] unless 
we tell them when and where [it is].” 
However, the poster in question has 
been an area of focus for the newly 
founded Equity Committee.  
     The Committee was founded at the 
end of last school year (2016/17) to 
“address issues that come up where 
people feel that what is happening is 
inequitable or unfair instead of just 
a few people in administration ad-
dressing them,” according to Danelle 
Till, the liaison for the Equity Com-
mittee. Because of this, as well as the 

previous controversy, the committee 
decided that they should have a role 
in the wording and content of the 
poster. 
     Till says it is “not about block-
ing the poster, but making sure it 
addresses any students who may 
feel unwelcome as well as the entire 
student population.” The commit-
tee feels that is important to create a 
poster that will make all students feel 
welcome and safe in the ACA com-
munity, and they have continued to 
work with the GSA to create a poster 
that makes everyone feel included. 
Halie Sofich also feels the same way 
about the club as a whole. 
     “There is no outright war on it, 
no battle against those students. The 
real fight GSA stands for is the one 
against in-home abuse and oppres-
sion.”

     Ian Sofich feels similarly, “ I didn’t 
get a sense of hostility from any of 
the staff that I spoke with. Starting 
the GSA was just like starting any 
other club.”
     Although the GSA may have some 
controversy surrounding it, those in-
volved are invested in making sure 
that ACA is a safe space for all stu-
dents who walk its halls. “Any stu-
dent who does not feel like they have 
a safe place to speak, we want them 
to find it here. The goal is opening a 
conversation, and allowing those stu-
dents to find support and resources 
that wouldn’t be available through 
their homes or church” says Halie 
Sofich, “...we’re all people- and that’s 
the real heart of our GSA...We’ll al-
ways just be kids and students.” 

“They always 
had wild sto-
ries to tell. 
Preschoolers’ 
imagination is in-
credibly vivid.”

By Olivia Silbernagel

For full story and sources go to 
https://theacacharter.com/
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ACA and the 
GSA

For full story and sources go to 
https://theacacharter.com/

“We’ll always 
just be kids and 
students.”  



Harvest Ball/Haunted House reactions

The Harvest Ball was Octo-
ber 27th.

Organizers consider the 
Harvest Ball and Haunted 
House success despite some 
technical difficulties. The 
profit made from tickets 
sales was $111.02, which 
will go towards funds for 
prom.

Beth Sugrue, a mom at ACA 
and the Harvest Dance coor-
dinator, said, “I think over-
all the dance went pretty 
well. We had a lot of logisti-
cal problems that I hadn’t 
anticipated, ie no lights, is-
sues with sound equipment 
and music. That took a lot 
more time to deal with than 
I’d anticipated. I’m cur-
rently trying to get feedback 
from students. I’d like to 
know what they liked, what 
they didn’t, and how we can 
make it better in the future.”

Ash Scott, who co-DJed the 
dance, said, “I’d love to do 
it again next year if I’ll be 
able to, I’d DJ for any dance 
and love it. And the DJing 
program we were using 
didn’t quite work too well 
when we tried to pause the

songs and it ended up delet-
ing a couple, which resulted 
in no Thriller, unfortunately. 
Hopefully it’ll work better 
next time! The turnout was 
smaller than last year, but it 
looked like everyone had a 
good time! The lights were 
good, the decorations were 
amazing, and I think I did 
an okay job with the music, 
so overall, I think it went 
really well. I had a fantastic 
time and I hope the people 
who came did as well!”

Sugrue sold some of the 
dance decorations. The 
money made from that will 
go towards buying music 
from iTunes for future danc-
es. According to Danelle 
Till, the business manager, 
the sales from that was 
around $30-40.

This was the first year a 
haunted house was a part 
of the harvest dance. Sug-
rue said, “I feel the haunted 
house suffered the most 
from the logistical issues. 
Trying to put up and take 
down something like that in 
two days is extremely dif-
ficult.”

There also was no costume

contest like there normally 
is. Sugrue said that was be-
cause the students she asked 
didn’t seem that interested 
in it and prefered the DJs 
give out candy and glow 
sticks instead.

 

Sources:

Sugrue, Beth. Personal In-
terview. Nov 6, 2017.

Scott, Ash. Personal Inter-
view. Nov 8, 2017.

Stickney, Paige. Personal 
Interview. Nov 8, 2017.

Till, Danelle. Personal Inter-
view. Nov 9, 2017.

https://theacacharter.
com/2017/10/18/volunteers-
ready-for-harvest-ball-oc-
tober-27/ Accessed Nov 9, 
2017.

By Samantha Rands

Out of District Students

Alliance Charter Academy 
has more out of district 
students than in district stu-
dents for the first time in the 
school’s history.

Fifty-three percent of fami-
lies at ACA are from out 
of district, and forty-seven 
percent of families are in-
district. For out of district 
families to join, they must 
first attend an informational 
meeting and the lottery open 
spots to families in and out 
of district.

This is the eleventh consec-
utive year of ACA and cur-
rently has students enrolled 
from twenty-six cities in 
Oregon.

Melissa Bowers, a ACA 
mom who lives in the 
Gresham-Barlow School 
District, said, “I originally 
found out about ACA while 
doing some online research 
about public charter school 
options, but then I realized 
that I knew some families 
with children attending 
ACA, so I asked them lots 
of questions and decided 
that ACA would be a good 

By Samantha Rands fit for our family, too.”

Vicki Nelson, the compli-
ance officer, says, “Over the 
years as Alliance Charter 
Academy has grown and the 
number of families that are 
in the district have declined 
due to the number of home-
schooled families already 
enrolled, this has afforded 
an opportunity for more 
homeschooled families from 
out of district to consider 
enrollment. We have also 
noticed that many of the 
families interested in en-
rolling at ACA have a con-
nection in that they already 
know of families currently 
enrolled in the program or 
have heard of the program 
in other ways.”

Sources:

Bowers, Melissa. Personal 
Interview. Nov 9, 2017.

Fidanzo, Jennifer. Personal 
Interview. Nov 10, 2017. 

Kindler-Gaines, Barbara. 
Personal Interview. Oct 31, 
2017.

Nelson, Vicki. Personal in-
terview. Oct 31, 2017.

http://www.alliancechartera-
cademy.com/application-
admissions/ Accessed Nov 
2, 2017.

“Fifty-three percent 
of families at ACA 
are from out of dis-
trict, and forty-seven 
percent of families 
are in-district.”

This year’s informational 
meeting for new families 
was November 8th at 6pm.

for more stories visit https://
theacacharter.com
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College while in High School

Many high school students plan on 
going to college after they graduate, 
but some schools offer an early col-
lege program. So is it a good idea 
to go to college while still in high 
school. 
     The academic and emotional 
rigor of college could put to much 
pressure on a student that isn’t 
mature enough. So it re-
ally depends on the person. 
“The rigor of college is not 
for everyone while in high school.  
I would only recommend courses of 
study that I felt a student was pre-
pared for-not only academically, but 
emotionally and maturity-wise.” 
-Kathleen Cantrell, Education Spe-
cialists at ACA. 
     In addition college can be a 
very stressful place. I think it can 
be more stressful than high school 
because of the faster paced college 
level work. 
     “My experience at CCC was ok.” 
says Faith Burton, a Senior Student 
at ACA, “I think personally it’s very 
very hard to go and do something 

new, with new people, and new sur-
roundings, every three months like 
you do at CCC.” Some students also 
just underestimate the work that 
college is. College work is always 
going to be harder than high school 
work, not necessarily academically, 
but emotionally.
     I feel like college can be really 

good for students that are pre-
pared for it. You can learn 
things in a shorter amount 

of time and have the opportunity to 
learn things that high schools don’t 
offer all the time.
     Another benefit of 
going to college are the 
courses, “If they are 
over 100-level courses, 
they will also count to-
wards a degree.”  said 
Cantrell. Getting col-
lege credit while in 
high school could be 
a very good head start 
towards what you want 
to do. On the other hand 
if the college doesn’t 
have the courses that 

you want then it could be a waste 
of time and money. “I wouldn’t go 
back to CCC. I would pick a specif-
ic school that has my specific career 
and go there.” said Burton.
     Before choosing to go to college 
in high school, you should take into 
consideration the stress of the work-
load, if you are prepared enough, 
and if the college has your desired 
courses. Going to college while 
in high school could be great or it 
could be terrible, it really depends 
on the person. 

Men’s Fashion Today

By Luke Burton, The Charter Features

Fashion is an ever expanding part of this world we live in. There are so many unique different fashion choices in this 
world that basically anything you wear can, and will, be a fashion statement (whether you like it or not). Fashion also 
depends on who and where you are. For example someone who was born and raised on a farm is going to have a dif-
ferent fashion style than someone who was born and raised in the city. 

The four styles above are some of the most popular styles I have seen people wearing here at ACA. Not everyone fits 
into these categories, some may not even know about such styles like the hypebeast style. A hype beast is “A person 
who follows a trend to be cool or in style. A person who wears what is hyped up.” “A Hype Beast is a person that 
collects clothing, shoes, and accessories for the sole purpose of impressing others.” Some people that wear this more 
trendy style might not be a hypebeast but rather just like the style. 

In a survey I conducted ACA journalism students chose their favorite style as the Trendy/Hypebeast style as the most 
popular, Country and Athletic tied for second, and no one voted for the Classy style. This outcome doesn’t surprise 
me at all as the trendy/hypebeast style has been getting more and more popular in the recent months. 

Each fashion style also comes with a whole culture behind it. For example someone who is heavily involved in the 
hypebeast culture would not even think twice to go wait in the new Supreme drop line for a whole day to buy one T-
shirt that cost $200. Most people that aren’t in that culture would think you’re crazy, but what they don’t know is that 
you can resale that T-shirt for $450. A lot of people in the hypebeast culture make a living off of buying and reselling 
brands like Supreme, Palace, Bape, Off-White, and they make a lot of money doing it. Hypebeasts also just love to 
buy expensive clothes to impress the people around them.

Fashion also comes with what you’re doing. Let’s take a skateboarder for example. When they start skating their 
style doesn’t really matter. But as they get more into it they start to develop a whole new fashion style compared to 
when they started. They might start cuffing their pants and wearing brands like Vans, Huf, Thrasher, Supreme, etc… 
The same could be said about someone who starts motorcrossing. As they get more into it they start to develop a 
whole new fashion style compared to when they started. They might start wearing a lot of Fox or Monster clothing, 
or other brands that support the motorcrossing community. 

Fashion is an ever expanding part of this world and there are so many different fashion styles, you can find anything 
you want. Fashion can introduce you into a brand new culture that you could find you love and wouldn’t be the same 
without.    

Sources available at theacacharter.com

Hypebeast/trendy           Classy          Athletic       Country 

Sources available at theacacharter.comBy Luke Burton, The Charter Opinions 
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Flipped Classes at ACA Mrs. Best’s The 
100 Club
By: Alyssa DiLoreto, The Charter 
News —

There is a new addition to Mrs. 
Best’s math classes: This is called 
the 100 Club.

When students in the 100 Club turn 
in their homework on time they 
remain in the club and receive a 3 
percent bonus on tests. The classes 
include Pre Algebra, Geometry, 
Algebra Theory, and Algebra Ap-
plications. Mrs. Best first heard of 
the idea when her son was in one of the West Linn High School’s algebra classes. His teacher used this process 
to motivate students to turn their homework in on time while being rewarded.

“I was TA-ing Algebra Theory last year, and almost no one turned in their homework, maybe like one or two 
people would consistently turn in their homework. But this year, I’m TA-ing the same class and now a majority 
is turning in all their homework on time,” says Olivia Silbernagel, an ACA senior.

Should ACA invest in more instruments for Students?

Alyssa DiLoreto, The Charter News – 

 Both David Toth and fellow math teacher Joy Best have both created instructional videos to help stu-
dents learn math more effectively. Toth claims that it gives a lot more instructional time, so when they go to 
class, they have it in their brains they can take the class to do more in-depth work. Toth began using the Flipped 
Class method with his 6th and 7th grade math classes about three years ago.
 The flipped class method is an instructional strategy and a type of learning that delivers instructional 
content  online, and outside of the classroom. When asked if students are doing better or worse with this system, 
Mr. Toth says, “They are doing better. We took a survey, kids who learn slower watch the videos multiple times 
to help them learn how to do it.”
 One of ACA’s science teachers, Ann Heppner, believes that the flipped class method is perfect for ACA. 
Heppner states.“I continually feel that I would like to cover more content and the flipped model would enable 
me to do this.  I am hoping to keep at it and add more and more as the year goes on.  I also feel that the Flipped 
method will become more and more popular reducing lecture time in the classroom and increasing hands-on 
learning activities for the classes.”. She continues, saying that she is able to cover content more quickly while 
being able to keep tabs on students understanding.
“I think that I would be able to cover content more quickly while using formative assessments to keep tabs on 
student learning and understanding.”
 Tallie Sawatsky thinks that it could help sometimes, although she prefers talking to a teacher.
Another student Nicole Engelke has an opinion along the same lines, saying she believes students should inter-
act in person all the time, rather than through online sources.
 The Flipped Classes method is still fairly new, and more and more schools and teachers have been 
adapting to it. While they will not take over schools in general, as many children have many different learning 
styles, the Flipped Classes will most likely become more prominent in the years.

By Alyssa DiLoreto, The Charter Opinions

ACA has always had instruments for 
students in music classes. Though 
there are plenty of instruments for 
students, not everyone rents from 
the school; students either own an 
instrument or rent one from 
somewhere else. 
 While there are few 
instruments here, there are some 
instruments that ACA has a short-
age of. Recently, three cellists have 
been in need of a new, full sized cel-
lo. The Music department could not 
find any full size cellos on site, and 
were required to buy a cello else-
where. The Music Department man-
aged to rent a cello for one student, 
but the other two are left waiting for 
one. According to Jilene Modlin, 
“It’s been a bit hard, as we have a 

whole group of students that have 
grown and are older, and the instru-
ments in our closet are 1/4 and 1/2 
cellos, or other instruments.”
 The cellos are only found in 
smaller sizes in ACA, while there 

are plenty other instruments 
on site, such as violins, vio-
las, guitars, and ukuleles in 

various sizes. 
This is not the only reason that 
families do not rent from ACA. A 
few interviewed families claim that 
some of the instruments are not very 
good quality. “We’ve been looking, 
and looking for something that was 
not cheap and saving money to buy 
something that is of higher quality 
for a student that has been study-
ing for a while.” says Mrs. Modlin. 
“Sometimes we find something im-
mediately, and sometimes not.” The 

Music department members, are 
working their hardest to find quality 
instruments for all the students who 
need them.
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By: Constantine Van Sickle, The Charter Features 

     Mrs. Heppner is beloved by teachers 
and students 
alike. She 
travels around 
the world to 
judge gym-
nastic events, 
and has 
many admir-
ers from the 
many years 
of teaching 
she has ac-
complished 
at Alliance 
Charter Acad-
emy (ACA). 
Mrs. Heppner 
has been a 
role model for 
every student at ACA and has impacted 
every one of her students, 

“She remembers and cares about her 
students. She’s a fabulous woman” says 
Anna Krieske, past student of Mrs. Hep-
pner’s. 

 Mrs. Heppner is always saying 
“hi” to passing students in the halls and 
if you walk into one of her classes you 
will see how she is always passionate 
about the subject and happy to teach it. 

“She’s a really good teacher and I like 
her classes. She’s always great if you 
need help on something,” states Piper 
Stephens. 

 Mrs. Heppner is someone that 
you automatically want to be friends 
with, and is more than happy to help 

you with 
home-
work.
Mrs. 
Hep-
pner has 
always 
been 
teach-
ing. She 
started 
her 
teaching 
career 
with 
teaching 
gym-
nastics 
in col-

lege. Then she home schooled her kids. 
After homeschooling her kids she went 
to work at Basic Skills for roughly 8-10 
years and then lastly she went and taught 
at ACA and still is teaching at ACA for 
the past 11 years. Mrs. Heppner states 
that the reason why she became a teacher 
is because it “feeds her soul”   
Mrs. Heppner lives on a small farm far 
away from ACA, and it’s a commit-
ment for her to come to ACA everyday, 
but she explains that students at ACA 
are what keeps her here. “ACA has a 
whole different group of students,” she 
explains, “They are kind, and they say 
thank you when they leave the class. 
Students at ACA have a different focus, 
they understand that they are in charge of 
their education”

Parent Action Team gets a new faceBehind the scenes of Mrs. Heppner 

By: Constantine Van Sickle,
The Charter Features
  
Chantel Bunker is the new 
Parent Action Team (PAT) 
president. Mrs. Bunker has 
a new vision for the PAT, 
and has a few projects she 
would like to implement 
as the new president. Mrs. 
Bunker also has a sup-
portive 
and lov-
ing family 
willing to 
help grow 
ACA.  
The PAT 
has been 
responsible 
for many 
fundraisers 
and a lot of 
behind the 
scene work 
that makes 
Alliance 
Charter 
Acad-
emy run 
smoothly 
each day. 
 Mrs. Bunker’s 
vision for the PAT is an ef-
fective relationship between 
ACA and the families at-
tending ACA.

She states, “I want every 
family to be involved in 

helping our school be the 
best it can be.”
 She wants to build a 
connected culture in our 
“unique” school environ-
ment.
Mrs. Bunker’s “dream” 
item to implement while 
she is president is having a 
better security system for 

our school by using a badge 
system to get in the doors. 
She values the safety of 
the students and staff. She 
later stated that, that imple-
mentation takes money and 
enough motivated parents 
to get things done, both are 

big factors that will decide 
which project to implement. 
Ideas do not only come 
from her, they come from 
fellow members of the PAT 
and or parents.

Outside ACA, Mrs. Bunker 
is married with two daugh-
ters and she’s been self 

employed 
for ten 
years as a 
health and 
business 
coach. 
She loves 
to laugh 
and spend 
time with 
friends 
and fam-
ily. 
A couple 
of things 
parents 
and 
students 
can look 
forward 
to while 
she’s 

president are school as-
semblies and breakfast in 
the mornings at ACA. She 
states that she will “con-
tinue to work with the PAT 
and ACA families and staff 
to do great things in and for 
our school”.  
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ACA’s Photos And ACA’s opinions Kristen Kohl is an Alliance Charter Academy 
Spanish teacher and an Educational Specialist. She 
loves to travel and has an exciting 
life.  She loves teaching and has 
been a teacher for a few years now 
and had an interesting story to tell 
her fellow coworkers and students 
before she was a teacher.
 Kohl was kidnapped at the 
age of 19, almost 20, near Lake 
Tahoe, California.
Kohl was looking for a summer 
job as a waitress in Tahoe and 
was returning on a bus to Davis, 
California, which is located near 
Sacramento. 
  One of the bus passengers 
had lost their mind and shot at the 
bus driver shortly after the bus 
departed. The driver was not hit 
and was keeping calm while the 
shooter was yelling at him as he 
tried to get off the bus.  The bus 
driver couldn’t let him off because they were climbing 
a hill, so the shooter went around and started to take 
valuables from the passengers.  
 The kidnapper sat down in front of Kohl and 
another girl and started to ask Kohl some questions 
like, “where are you headed?”, “where are you from?”.  
When the bus finally stopped, the shooter demanded 
the bus driver go steal a getaway car for him to flee, 
but the bus driver did not come back and called the 
police instead. 
 The kidnapper took Kohl and another girl with 
him and stole a car by shooting at a guy for the car 
with a believed cap gun, but he forgot the money so 
he sent the other girl to get it.  The girl went back to 
get the money. When she got back the kidnapper took 
the money from her, then left without her and still had 
Kohl in the front seat.  
 The kidnapper was driving dangerously, shoot-
ing out the window with what sounded like a cap gun.  
He threw the gun on the floor in front of Kohl and he 

continued to drive recklessly on a winding mountain 
road.  He was driving so fast that the police later told 

Kohl that they had purposely 
backed off and gotten out of 
sight because they thought he 
would drive off the cliff. Later, 
when the kidnapper thought he 
had lost the cops, he stopped on 
a dirt road and tried to reload 
the gun and suggested taking 
the drugs that he had. Kohl 
said, “No” so he disappointedly 
returned back to the main road. 
 After about two and a 
half hours of driving and evad-
ing the police, a policeman on 
the side of the road spotted the 
car. The kidnapper lost control 
and put the pedal to the metal, 
hitting 100 mph. They eventual-
ly ran off the road with 2 police 
cars after them. “Get out of the 
car,” the kidnapper yelled. Kohl 

grabbed her purse and jumped out while the kidnapper 
tried to make a run for it. The police caught up to him 
and he turned the gun on himself and shot himself in 
the stomach. While that was all happening, Kohl had 
been standing by the police car all by herself and had 
stayed calm during the entire thing.
  “A few years after all of this, the kidnapper, 
whose name was Keith, sent me a letter telling me that 
he was sorry for everything he had done and asked me 
to write him back.  My dad told me, “no way!” so I 
never did.” stated Kohl. She has always been grateful 
that God protected her and that the ordeal ended with-
out any physical or emotional harm to her. She saw 
clearly how drugs can affect a person’s mental state.  
 Thankfully this story had a positive ending. 
This story shows how easily danger like this can 
happen and how scary people can be in our everyday 
lives.  Staying calm helps in every way possible.  Stay 
safe and stay calm.

 Do you like your photo?  Many 
students do not like their photo, some say 
it’s because of what they’re wearing, oth-
ers say that there is something just wrong 
about their picture, some kids don’t get 
their picture taken in the first place.  Some 
students do retakes and then they like their 
picture, but they just didn’t like their first 
one.  One student said recently that the 
older we get the more we don’t nec-
essarily like our photo. This could 
be true because when we are young 
we don’t care about our photo, but 
as we age we start caring.
One person who has seen many 
at ACA get older for the past nine 
years, is Jennifer Ferguson. 
 Ferguson is ACA’s photog-
rapher and she’s been doing ACA’s photos 
for nine years.
 “I was a hobbyist in photography for a 
long time before becoming a business. I 
loved it so much that I decided to take it 
further by enrolling in classes, seminars, 
tutorials and extensive online research in 
business and art to become a professional 
photographer.”, said Ferguson.  
          
When asked whether she does any kind of 
editing, she responded with, ”I don’t go 
crazy on editing. I like to get it right the 
first time in camera.”  
She doesn’t do much editing with the 
photos, so if you are not pleased with your 
photo you don’t like your face.

Mrs. Ferguson keeps the photos as natural 
as possible. As far as feedback, she says,  

“I haven’t received much feedback on my 
editing style. One thing very important 
to keep in mind when editing is not to 
remove/change anything unless a client 
requests it.”

Is it normal to not like your photo? “Yes, 
of course it’s normal because we are our 

worst critics. People see us 
differently than we see our-
selves.”

Mrs. Ferguson takes photos 
for other schools also.  “I have 
many school accounts that I 
get the pleasure of working 
with!” 

Mrs. Ferguson has taken ACA’s photos for 
a long time so it’s not like she’s bad at it, 
maybe it was the lighting you didn’t like 
or what you was wearing, but she doesn’t 
even do any kind of big edits and she is 
open to changes. 

Students may not like their photo because 
of the lighting or the shirt they wore, this 
can be changed in retakes or talking to 
Mrs. Ferguson about it.

Sources:
Jennifer Ferguson, Email Interview, 
1/22/18
Photo of Jennifer Ferguson, 1/31/18

Kristen Kohl Kidnapped  Decades ago

Feature Story by Victor Heimbigner Feature Story by Victor Heimbigner
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     The Cantrell of Alliance Charter Academy
By. Elizabeth Tarsia
 Kathleen Mixer-Cantrell, a 
greatly appreciated Educational 
Specialist (ES) and staff mem-
ber. Cantrell has been working 
at Alliance Charter Academy 
since our program started in 
2007. 
 
    After so many years working 
at Alliance Charter Academy 
she says she enjoys it just as 
much as she did when she first 
started working here in 2007. 
Kathleen says she loves work-
ing with her ES students as 
well as amazing co-workers 
and admin. She has a total of 
twenty-five students this year, 
and that number can vary each 
year.

“I deeply enjoy having Mrs 
Cantrell as my ES,”  stated Em-
ily Rouse.

  Through all the years Cantrell 
has been working at Alliance 
Charter Academy she has been 
an ES, and for a while she 
was a Social Studies and read-
ing teacher. Cantrell has high 
expectations for her students’ 
educations.   
 
“ I always hold my students to 
their educational capabilities 
that I know they have.”

   Cantrell has a B.S. (Bachelor 
of Science) in Accounting and 

an M.A. (Master of Arts) in 
Teaching. Becoming a teacher-
was actually a career change 
for Cantrell.  She was a hair-
stylist when she was younger. 
Cantrell had her own shop, 
which she gave up to become 
a stay-at-home-mom, in 1991. 
“ My husband’s health issues 
forced me to contemplate how 
to support my family, if need 
be-and I found myself back in 
school.  I will say that going to 
school full-time, while work-
ing full-time, having a sick 
husband and young children is 
challenging.” 

“ I often use myself as the 
poster child of “How-not-to-
do-things!”  I encouraged my 
children to finish their univer-
sity educations before they 
started families.”

    Kathleen is a loved member 
of the ACA community. All of 
her ES students love how much 
she is willing to help improve 
their learning skills.

 “ We are very grateful to have 
Kathleen on as staff here at 
Alliance Charter Academy,”  
stated Director Nic Chapin.

    Cantrell has two biological 
sons, and a foster daughter. 
Cantrell’s oldest son is twenty-
six and youngest is twenty-five. 
Her foster daughter is thirty-
three and has given the Cantrell 
family five foster grandchil-
dren.

    Besides being a active mem-
ber of our ACA community, 
Cantrell also likes to sing in 
her church choir as well as 
giving back to the community 
whenever she can. Whether it 
is doing a fundraiser for the 
homeless or being a member of 
ACA’s party-planning commit-
tee. She also likes to travel, and 
is always ready to go on a trip. 
  
    Getting to know your ES can 
open up your ability to really 
understand the reason why they 
are in the career path they are, 
as well as finding stuff out you 
never thought that person has 
experienced. 

Long ago, when I was just a 
small first grader, my mom had 
received a Girl Scouts brochure 
at my school’s open house. 
Little did we both know the life 
skills this amazing program 
would teach me.
   Not long after my mom 
signed me up, I started out 
in my first troop. I continued 
in that troop for around 3 years 
until my mother decided to 
branch off and create our own 
troop. I wasn’t the only girl that 
chose to branch off, my best 
friend Alyssa Miller came with 
me.
   As of the year 2017 I have 
been a Girl Scout for eleven 

years, and 
am working 
on finishing 
my Silver 
Award. My 
Silver Award 
consists of me 
and a group of 
people mak-
ing baby hats 
and donating 
to a hospital 
for stillborn 
babies. I was 
introduced to 
this topic after 
my aunt’s sis-
ter had a mis-
carriage later 
on in her preg-
nancy and her 
daughter was 
a stillborn. A 

stillborn baby is a child that is 
born non-living, closer towards 
the child being full term. It can 

happen before birth or 
during. Once I finish 
my Silver Award I will 

move to my Gold Award 
which is equivalent to the Boy 
Scouts Eagle Award.
Doing all the community ser-
vice I have done I really start 
to appreciate all the little things 
in life. I see people who don’t 
have a lot and very little fam-
ily, and due to that go towards 
drugs. The little things that you 
are willing to give back could 
change someone’s willingness 

to get the help they need.
   Every Year, I sell more than 
850 boxes of Girl Scout cook-
ies. In the year 2014, I sold 
2,014 boxes of cookies, my 
highest amount yet. All of the 
profits that I have received 
from fundraising go towards 
buying Christmas presents or 
Thanksgiving dinners for less 
fortunate families. As well as 
some fun trips for our troop. 
One upcoming trip we are 
going on is to the Dominican 
Republic, we will be working 
with an all girls school and do-
ing service projects down there.
     Girl Scouts has been there 
for me when I felt no one was. 
It has given me a safe zone 
where no one judges me. Be-
ing involved in Girl Scouts has 
given me another group to con-
sider family. I hope the impact 
it had on me, it will have on 
others.

Author,
   Elizabeth Tarsia

       The way Girl Scouts has shaped who I am
By. Elizabeth Tarsia 

Opinion
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News

By Rylie Young 
The Charter News

Christian Students United, or CSU, 
is a club here at our school that 
meets on Tuesdays during lunch. 
They talk, pray, and eat pizza.

Sixteen year-old Judah Sovereign 
and CSU leader says, “The point of 
it is to get new students, old stu-
dents, all sorts of students, just to 
come and kind of get some food for 
thought for the week for their day, 
to give encouragement, and help 
them learn about the Bible.” 

“My vision was to really expand 
the school and make it kind of a, 
you know, a like minded school 
in the sense that, you know, you 
can walk through the halls and see 
somebody that you might not have 
met before and go ‘Oh! I’ve seen 
that kid at CSU, and I think they’re 
a believer. I think they have like 
minded views so let’s go talk to 
them!’” Says Judah, “So, I think 
my goal is really to spread the 
love.”

Although, some don’t feel like the 
group is quite meeting that goal. “I 
know of some people who don't at-
tend anymore because their religion 
was being brought up and bashed.” 
says Elizabeth Tarsia. Tarsia ad-
vocates for people that believe the 
group could benefit from a leader 
of more authority because young 
students are easily distracted. 
When the group was accused of 
being easily distracted they said 
“We definitely are.” But, they don't 
seem to be very phased because 
they all said that it didn't bother 
them much.

CSU also provides free pizza to 
everyone who attends. The funds 
they get for pizza is from City 
Bible Church, who wanted their 
attendees to minister in schools to 
kids who may not be able to learn 
elsewhere. 

“The first time that I went to CSU, 
Sydney was there. She kinda kept 

them all on track, and that was 
good because she was basically the 
leader and then she showed Judah 
how to do what she was doing. But 
then after Sydney left, it just kind 
of became pizza day again.” says 
William Poindexter. 

Tarsia also agrees, she says “I don't 
like the turn that the group has 
taken, it was being broadcasted that 
there would be "Free Pizza" which 
I feel started as an innocent state-
ment a couple years ago but is now 
a popularity stunt that I will not 
play a part in.”
The people who are still attend-
ing CSU say that the pizza is just a 
plus, but they really just love com-
ing and connecting with their peers.

“I like CSU because I get to hang 
out with people that have similar 
interest to mine and talk about 
Jesus and spreading his word with 
people my age, it's nice to hear 
other people's thoughts that aren't 
my pastors or parents,” says Chloe 
Lute “Ooh plus I like pizza.” Chris-
tian Hall and Benjamin Coleman 
say they like the community aspect 
of CSU.

By Rylie Young
The Charter News

  The newly rediscovered Alliance 
Charter Academy online merchan-
dise store website, might not be so 
new after all. It has a wide variety 
of products from hoodies to key 
chains, to dog bandanas. This store 
is not too difficult to find, go to Al-
liance Charter Academy’s website, 
click on the “Student Resources” 
button, and scroll all the way down 
to the “Spirit Store”. 

  When students were told about 
the school spirit store, some of 
them actually thought it was a new 
thing. Turns out it’s actually been 
up since 2014. Carla Calhoun says 
it actually “originated” from a par-
ent. She said “There was a family, 
who had a graduating daughter. 
The mother wanted their daugh-
ter’s graduating class to have some 
sort of memorabilia, and found 
Jostens,”  Jostens is the website 
ACA went through to provide these 
items. Since the prices are quite 
spendy, she said, “The parents did 
a fundraiser, so the kids didn’t have 
to pay.”

   What about the overall buying 
experience? Jaren Morgan, gradu-
ate of 2014, says “Buying was 
easy, but the options are lacking 
and the prices are a little high. 
The items are good though.” The 
lowest priced item is $15.95 and 
the highest is $94.95. However, 
he also says “The sweatshirts are 
great though...” Very comfortable 
and there’s something cool about 
having something that connects our 
graduating class.”

 An enormous amount of them 
advertise a sports team, which 
our school lacks. Some people 
might ask “Why do they sell sports 
items?”. Danelle Till says “they are 
just templates, nonspecific to our 
school” meaning schools can cus-
tomize their items by putting their 
school colors and mascot, even 
though they are all given the same 
inventory. Since they went through 
Jostens to provide their merchan-
dise, ACA gets none of the profit.

  After asking a few students if they 
would buy any of the merchandise, 
it’s found that many students didn’t 
know anything about it. 

     “The school merchandise 
sounds very cool, I’d love to pur-
chase some!” says Miriam Lee. 
Ben Coleman said “I knew about 
the website, I just forgot about it. 

I have hadfriends who purchased 
things off it.”

Sources:
Till, Danelle. Personal Interview. 
November 1st, 2017. 
Morgan, Jaren. Online Interview. 
November 9th, 2017.
Lee, Miriam. Online Interview. 
November 14th, 2017.
Coleman, Ben. Online Interview. 
November 15th, 2017.
Calhoun, Carla. Personal Interview. 
November 16th, 2017. 

ACA Eagles Merchandise Rediscovered
Feature
Christian Students United
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Head describes herself as dedi-
cated, inquisitive, hard working, 
busy, and tired. She worked at a 
small alternative school for ten 
years before coming to work at 
ACA. This is her second year 
working here. 

“It’s great” She said when asked 
her thoughts on working here at 
ACA. “The flexibility lets me do 
all the other crazy things I’m do-
ing, and students and staff rela-
tionships are really strong.”

   Her teaching philosophy is 
“That students should be equally 
challenged and supported, and 
learning to question and analyze 
and, investigate the world is why 
we teach, so teaching students 
to do those things. And that the 
more students learn the more 
empathetic they can be towards 
people who are different than 
themselves. “

    Sarah Head works with a 
different school doing teacher 
education stuff and professional 
development for teachers, “help-
ing them implement a proficiency 
model into their school.” As 
Sarah stated in our interview.

Sarah Head’s 
Many Faces
by MacKenzie Waterman

Sarah Head isn’t just a ES and 
teacher. She is a wife, mom, and 
farmer, as well. She enjoys read-
ing, farming, and hanging out 
with her kids. Her favorite book 
is “ Pilgrim at Tinker Creek” by 
Annie Dillard. She has two kids 
(both girls), as well as a lot of 
animals.  She owns around thirty 
through thirty five farm animals 
and two dogs, a cat, and a bunny 
named “bun bun” that are inside 
pets. 

    Head learned farming from her 
mom and has already taught her 
daughters. Their favorite things to 
do are harvesting vegetables and 
planting seeds. Her oldest daugh-
ter, age seven, loves making 
floral arrangements like her mom. 
Sarah owns a small cut flower 
business. She sells at Grano bak-
ery and and does custom orders 
for weddings and events. Right 
now is also selling wreaths.

Respecting 
Students’ Work
by MacKenzie Waterman

Vandalism on student work isn’t 
much of a problem at ACA, but 
so far this year, it has occured 
twice. One with a triorama for Mrs. 
strutz’s class, and the other was 
with sheets of paper from Mrs. Ed-
inger’s science class.

In the spring of 2014, someone 
ripped down and vandalized a 
poster for GSA club. 
After that an 8th grader,  Jonathan 
Crombie’s his triorama for Mrs. 
Strutz’s Novel Explorations class 
was getting messed with while it 
was displayed in the hall.
“I’m pretty annoyed because it 
keeps getting messed with. I always 
have to go back and fix it.” Jona-
than stated. 

   

  The last week of September, 
the 5th and 6th-grade Ecosystem 
classes were working on their 
own definitions of  “Ecosys-
tems” and “Environment”. The 
assignment originally was to 
write helpful comments on their 
classmates’ work to help im-
prove their definition, the stu-
dents decided that they wanted to 
put their work up in the hallway 
for other students to comment 
their opinion. In hopes of getting 
some helpful perspectives, but 
unfortunately, it ended up going 
in a different direction. 

When teachers were asked all 
of them said they have never 
had anything like this happen 
before. This is probably a one-
time thing, at least for now. So in 
conclusion, we have found that 
this is not a recurring problem.
William Poindexter said ”Stu-
dents work should be left alone 
unless it directly says that you 
may give feedback or comment 
on the work.” when asked his 
opinion on respecting students’ 
work at school. 

ACA Alumni
By MacKenzie Waterman

Alliance Charter Academy has 
been around for eleven years 
now and many students have 
come and gone, but what they 
took with them, the life lessons, 
the experiences, and the friend-
ships, those are just as important 
as the education they got.  I 
interviewed two ACA gradu-
ates, Kandra Tolvstad, class of 
2017 and Toria Beck, class of 
2015, to see how ACA and the 
people here have affected their 
life after high school, as well as 
the former ACA director, Lara 
Fabrycki about how she thinks 
she impacted students’ lives.
Kandra and Toria met in Band 
Project here at ACA and now 
have their own band “Dread-
light”.
  1. Where did you go to college?

K: I am currently attending 
Clackamas Community Col-
lege, pursuing a degree in Music 
Performance and Tech and also 
becoming a certified music 
technician!

T: I’m also going to CCC to
become a music technician and 
to also explore other arts like 
film and animation.

  2. How did ACA affect your 
future?

K: Having the ability to take 
college classes in high school 
REALLY prepared me for 
college! After becoming so 
comfortable with ACA’s culture 
the idea of college freaked me 
out a lot but ACA allowed me to 
ease into it by taking classes I was 
interested in AND get credits that 
helped me graduate.

T: I think it really allowed me to 
grow and have experiences that I 
otherwise wouldn’t have gotten 
from the public schooling system. 
I felt that everyone there 
genuinely cared about me and 
what I was interested in and didn’t 
hesitate to support me in my pas-
sions and dreams- it’s something 
I’ll always be grateful for!

3. What is your favorite memory 
of ACA?

K: Being in Band Project was by 
far my favorite experience and it’s 
where I met Toria!

T: I think Band Project was also 
some of my favorite memories of 
ACA. It really pushed me out of 
my comfort zone and helped me 
to grow as a musician and an 
individual. My current band 
wouldn’t exist if it weren’t for 
Band 
Project!

For the complete story and source 
information go to:
www.theacacharter.com
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Why the Wii U Failed             
By Colin Hughes, The Charter Opinions

An untimely end has come upon Nin-
tendo’s last console, the Nintendo Wii 
U. Why? Was it a bad console? Now, 
I know that some people are going to 
disagree with me, but when you look at 
the facts, you’ll see what I mean.
 This doesn’t mean that all the 
games were bad, some of them were 
actually good, but there weren’t that 
many games when it actually came out. 
For example, Breath of the Wild didn’t 
come out until pretty much the end of 
the Wii U’s lifetime, and Breath of the 
Wild was a very good game. 
 Another thing is the ads. They 
were just gosh-awful! I watched some 
of these myself and cringed badly. You 
know why? Because they just featured 
kids convincing their parents to buy a 
Wii U for one specific game, claiming 
that they would “get more family time”, 
and the parents actually fall for it! 
There’s no reason why they should get 
a Wii U! The thing’s expensive, so ob-
viously, your parents aren’t going 
to shell out $200 on a gaming 
console that’s way too under-
powered when you compare it 
with, say, an XBOX ONE. And that’s 
another problem; it’s too expensive for 
an underpowered piece of plastic with 
not that many good games. Those that 
are good still have some downsides, 
in my opinion. Super Mario Maker is 
a perfect example of one of these. Su-
per Mario Maker is where players build 
their own Mario levels and share them 
online, which may sound cool until you 
play it and run into a million human-
created troll levels that are pretty much 
unbeatable. Moving back to how un-
derpowered it is, Star Fox Zero on the 

Wii U, from what I found out, was a 
bigger game than the Wii U could han-
dle, and so was Sonic Boom: Rise of 
the Lyric. And when a game is bigger 
than its system, the frame rate tends to 
drop, or worse, the game might crash. 
(I’ve never actually played them, I just 
found out on one of my sources.) 
          The Nintendo Wii was such a good 

console with a bunch of good 
games that, apparently, Nintendo 
was overconfident in its succes-

sor, the Wii U, thinking it would con-
tinue the Wii’s success, but if that’s the 
case, why didn’t they come out with 
more, better games?
          The system, like other Nintendo 
consoles, didn’t get much third party 
support, either. The only third party 
games I can think of that went to the 
Wii U were LEGO games and Guitar 
Hero Live. Whereas, Skyrim, NBA, 
and others are on the Nintendo Switch.
          Also, while the Wii U does use 
motion controls like the Wii did, the 
gamepad just looks inferior when it 
comes to controller design. It seems 

like Nintendo tried to 
incorporate popular 
mobile control design, 
with the two joysticks, 
a D-pad, a set of four 
buttons, a pair of shoul-
der buttons and a pair 

of trigger buttons, but if you ask me, 
it seems kind of generic. And the sepa-
rate screen is almost unnecessary. Only 
a few party games actually take advan-
tage of it. Most of the other games just 
display the TV footage on the gamepad 
screen. The only difference is that the 
gamepad screen is a touch screen. It 
seems kind of pointless to even have a 
second screen.
          Also, here’s a problem that I 
think both the Wii and the Wii U share 
at times. Did you notice how in some 
games one player’s using the entire 
gamepad (or an actual controller on the 
Wii) and the others are just using Wii 
Remotes with much less advanced con-
trols? This can especially be a problem 
in 3D games when the Wii Remote just 
has a D-pad, making it only good for 2D 
games. For example, look at these four 
controllers and imagine you and your 
friends are playing a 3D open-world 
RPG game with them using these. How 
would you feel if all the other control-
lers are taken and you get stuck with 
just a Wii Remote? I mean, sure, you 
can attach a nunchuck, but still....
          If you still think that’s wrong, Mi-
yamoto, the creator of Mario and work-
er at Nintendo himself, gives some rea-
sons about why the Wii U, his creation, 
was not as successful.

Guitars I’d like to Own
By Colin Hughes, The Charter Opinions

I’m sure a lot of people like music involving guitars. I’m 
also sure that they either have a guitar or would like one 
themselves. Here’s the thing; it can be awfully difficult to 
find one that just right for you because we all have different 
tastes. Do you want a calm, clean, country sound, or do you 
want to go full-on aggressive and crank the distortion up to 
ten? In this, I am going to talk about guitars I’d like to own, 
based on look, shape, sound, things like that, and talk about 
others’ favorites, too.
     First, I just really want to say how I came to like this type of 
thing in the first place. A few years ago, when I pretty much 
had no idea how to play a guitar, all I wanted was Guitar 
Hero games, you know, the games in which you use the plas-
tic, 5-button controllers? Well, for my birthday, my parents 
actually got me a real guitar and I was really surprised. Then 
I got to fooling around on it. Later, they signed m e 
up for guitar classes, and now I can play 
extremely well for only having 
taken it up for almost 
two years! 
 

I’d like to 
have this, or any 

similarly shaped Peavey 
Wolfgang guitar. This kind of guitar 

w a s designed for and by Eddie Van Halen. Some-
thing about the shape makes me want to get it so much, but 
I can’t put my finger on it. It also has a Floyd Rose bridge 
and tuning locks, so I’d really love it. If you don’t know 
what that is, it’s basically like a floating bridge that uses a 
tremolo bar except you can drop notes to extreme levels, you 
could literally cause the strings to go all loose and rattle-y, 
not that that’s not a bad idea. I like guitars with whammy 
bars because I feel like I’ve got more freedom as to what I 
can do. Now, my brother says for me to not get one with a 
Floyd Rose bridge because he has one and he had to take it 
to Guitar Center for a long time to get it fixed every time he 
tried to tune it. I’m not listening to him. I know you’re sup-
posed to unscrew the locks and THEN start turning the pegs. 
Also, the reason the locks are there in the first place, I hear, 
is that the strings will stay pretty much in tune, even when 
you whammy the daylight out of them. 
     One of my classmates, Aiden Norvo, plays bass and says 
he’d like a 5 or 6 string Ibanez bass guitar. To be honest, 
I like bass too, so I sympathize with him. I just can’t get 
enough of the super low notes, and I definitely can’t seem to 
get enough of certain bass tones where you actually hear the 

fingers picking the strings from the amp. He says he more of 
a bass guy, and I think that’s a good choice.
     My Guitar teacher, Mr. Noah 
Beck, says he’d love a semi-hollow 
body Telecaster. That’s a nice brand 
of guitars too. My teacher seems to 
be a fan of all things rock whereas 
I’m just a generic-rock guy, but it’s still a good guitar brand.
     Another classmate, Victor Heimbigner, says he wants an 
Ibanez acoustic/ electric guitar with a classical design. He 
says he loves the classical look as well as the calming sound 
of any acoustic guitar. He has one but he forgets the brand. 
As much as I love distortion, I like my share of acoustic 
guitars. They’re great for some subgenres of rock, but like I 
said about bass guitars, there’s certain acoustics with more 
metallic tones that I really love.
     Another guitar I’d really like to have is one 
of these electric Ibanez Floyd Rose guitars be-
cause many of them look metall-y and sick. (and 
because I used to be into DragonForce, a power-
metal band that’s obviously gonna die off soon) 
But I grew tired of them when I learned that it’s 
not always good to do crazy things that might be 
bad for the guitar. The guitarists of DragonForce 
were insanely good; sweep-picking, trem-picking, 
tapping, whammy-diving, pinch harmonics, you 
name it. In fact, one of their guitars broke in the 
process while writing a song. I’m obviously not 
gonna be as careless as them. Besides, their lyrics  
were a little too vulgar. The point is, these gui-
tars are awesome! I’ve also wanted to see what a 
7-string guitar was like, so I might want a 7-string 
version of any of these.

     Nah, I don’t really want a 
Guitar Hero controller, I’m just being a 
joker. How many frets does a real guitar 
have? At least 20. How many fret buttons 
does one of these have? A whopping 5! 
These are only good for playing video 
games at home and not for actually trying 
to play music, obviously. Besides, we al-
ready have a few Guitar Hero controllers 
at home.
     Fun Fact: Ever since the first Guitar 
Hero games released, sales have boosted 
on real guitars, because apparently Gui-
tar Hero was such a good game that it in-

spired people who played it to become real musicians!
     So there’s most of the guitars I wish I had, along with 
others’ picks. I know those aren’t all the guitars in the world, 
these are just some of my favorites.

Opinion
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                Story about our Best     
By Taylor Younger, The Charter Features

Joy Best is one of our math 
teachers here at Alliance 
Charter Academy. She teaches 
geometry classes as well as 
several others. Mrs. Best also 
teaches math concepts at War-
ner Pacific College.

           Mrs. Best was not sure 
what she wanted to do as a 
career. All throughout her 
elementary and high school 
years she believed she would 
be a professional basketball 
player. That quickly changed 
when she got pregnant with 
her first child during her 
sophomore year in college, 
where she attended Warner 
Pacific. She then had to find a 
new life plan. 
     Mrs. Best has always been 
good in mathematics, so she 
decided to be a math teacher. 

While she was looking for 
a program to fit her needs, 
she noticed that Warner Pa-
cific College did not have the 
option for you to get a math 
degree. She then went to the 
head mathematics teacher at 
Warner and asked her why 
they didn’t have a program 
for teaching math.  The head 
mathematics teacher then 
went to the school board and 
got Mrs. Best her very own 
mathematics teaching pro-
gram. She then spent the next 
three years studying second-
ary math education. Mrs. 
Best then graduated in 2004 
where she majored in second-
ary math education and mu-
sic business, and minored in 
education. 

    Teaching math isn’t the 
only classes Mrs. Best teaches 
here. She also teaches both 

middle and high school bas-
ketball classes here at 
ACA. She  has been play-
ing basketball since the third 
grade. Joy now has three kids 
who all play basketball com-
petitively. But Mrs. Best isn’t 
only good at basketball and 
mathematics. She has a ex-
ceeding talent for singing. Joy 
has took a total of two years 
of choir her entire life. She 
would  try to imitate different 
vocal ranges and other meth-
ods of singing from people 
around her and artists she 
would hear on the radio. 

    In 2006 is when Joy first 
started teaching, but Mrs. Best 
has now been teaching for 
four years at ACA, and she 
loves the mathematical growth 
she has seen here since she 
started teaching at Alliance 
Charter Academy.
     She says, “It took a long 
time for the kids to do their 
school work when I first 
started teaching at ACA, and 
now everyone is doing tre-
mendously better.”

             respect the vest
By Taylor Younger, The Charter Features

What is autism? Autism is a 
condition that creates chal-
lenges, this includes social 
skills, repetitive behavior, 
speech and nonverbal com-
munication, as well as unique 
strengths and differences. Au-
tism has an estimated preva-
lence as one in 68 children 
in the United States. Which 
includes one in 42 boys and 
one in 189 girls. 
       Autism can sometimes 
be hard for these kids to com-
municate with adults and 
other children their ages. But 
these kids are open to the op-
portunity to have an autism 
service dog right by their 

side.  Autism service dogs 
provide physical safety and 
an emotional anchor for kids 
with autism. By having a ser-
vice dog for these children it 
makes their day to day activi-
ties seem a little less scary and 
hard. For these dogs to be able 
to help these children they 
need to pass a certain series of 
achievements. These achieve-
ments include non aggressive-
ness, no sniffing people or 
other dogs while on duty. To 
be able to withstand different 
public surroundings, ignores 
food on the floor or food the 
handler or people around the 
dog has. Works calmly on the 
leash, no urinating or drop-

ping a dump unless given a 
special command to do so etc.
      Here at ACA we have two 
autism service dog trainers. 
Those trainers are Mrs. Mohr 
and Grana Khan. Grana Khan 
says that “we as an ACA com-
munity can help these dogs 
complete their training by not 
distracting them from their 
responsibilities.” Grana Khan 
doesn’t get to help the autistic 
children handle the dogs, but 
she gets to make sure that the 
dogs she trains are ready for 
the kids. Mrs.Mohr (Grana 
Khan’s inspiration) says that 
“we can respect the role these 
dogs have in our community 
and respect the vest.” 
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By Faith Burton, The Charter Features

Luke Burton: teenager, skateboarder, pre-professional 
guitarist and something that may surprise many, ballet 
dancer. 
     At 14 years old, Luke was invited by his friend from 
school, Natazia Head, to join her at Classical Ballet Acad-
emy (CBA), one of Oregon’s finest ballet schools.
     “I didn’t think he would be bad or good at ballet… 
I just thought it would be awesome if we had a guy be-
sides Merlin (another male dancer) at the studio. When 
he started I thought he was simply a beginner willing to 
improve.” said Head.
     It took some time, but he soon learned that ballet is not 
just girls with beautiful tutus, that twinkle in the lights, 
dancing to ravishing music by Mozart, Beethoven and 
Tchaikovsky; or boys with tights on who skip and hop 
while sometimes throwing girls into the air. No, ballet is 
an intense battle between mind, and body.
     “I had no idea what it was going to be like, I just de-
cided to try it and I liked it, even though it was hard. I 
would come home every night with severe cramps in my 
legs. It was a lot more intense than I thought it would be,” 
said Luke.
     Natazia also commented on her thoughts about Luke’s 
dancing recently, “I think his biggest improvement has 
probably been mental… Like I know he’s improved on 
being confident and just knowing he is capable of doing 
the steps.”

     Along with ballet classes, Luke 
also takes Pas De Deux (Partner-
ing), Contemporary and modern 
classes.
     In December of 2016, at Port-
land State University’s, Lincoln 
Performance hall, Luke took the 
stage for the first time; starting 
out in the contemporary piece “A 
Christmas Carol” and then the 
ballet “The Nutcracker.” 

     In Christmas Carol, Luke danced the parts of Mr. Smite 
and Ghost of Christmas Present Core Part Abundance and 
Charity.  In The Nutcracker, Luke was Rat King, lead Ara-
bian and Russian.
    While talking to Luke about how he felt before and after 
his first years performances, he said, “I was nervous, be-
cause it was my first time dancing in a professional envi-
ronment. I was relieved, tired and ready to go home after.”

    This year, some of the dancers from CBA 

took their pointe shoes out of the studio and performed 
for Glenmoore Gracious Retirement Living. There they 
performed smaller parts of The Nutcracker. Luke danced 
his part of Peppermint Ice King, and finale.
     In one short year, Lukes dancing has improved signifi-
cantly, and with that comes more training, responsibility 
and excitement. Luke said, “I’m better now than I was 
then, I’m stronger I have better stage presence and I’m 
more confident overall. I did a lot more partnering, and 
learned more technicalities this year.”
Many of Luke’s family said that this year’s performance 
of Christmas Carol and The Nutcracker were much more 
exciting and interesting, not because last year wasn’t, but 
because Luke had “bigger” parts to dance. “We got to see 
Luke coming into alignment with his potential in ballet. 
Compared to last year, this year was ten times more amaz-
ing, not because he wasn’t good last year. He was amazing 
then and amazing now in his own way. We got to see him 
actually dance, it was amazing!” Tim, Luke’s father, said.
 It’s powerful and moving to see a young man dance in 
what is known by many as a “girls” fine art.
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     “It was 
a lot more 
intense than 
I thought it 
would be.”

- Luke Burton

32

Luke the Ballerino


