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Director takes new job; compliance officer retires
     As this school year is coming to the end, unfortunately so is 
some some of our staff’s time here. Vicki Nelson and Nic Chapin 
are leaving the school and will not be return-
ing next year. 
     Vicki Nelson is the Compliance Officer at 
Alliance Charter Academy, since September 
of 2011.
     “As Registrar and Compliance Officer, 
I maintain the staff and student database 
and am responsible for all state and district 
reporting to stay in compliance with state 
regulations. My position also assists with 
creating the Master Schedule, the course handbook development 
and student scheduling,” said Nelson. 
     Nelson is retiring and moving to Hawaii with her husband this 
summer. This isn’t the first time she has retired though. Nelson 
retired in 2011 before she started working here; she worked at her 
old job for 20 years and was offered early retirement, which she 
couldn’t pass up. After a few months she realized she wasn’t ready 

to not be working, but she knew she didn’t want to 
go back to full time, so she decided to look for a 
part time job.
     “It was then that I saw the position posted at 

ACA for a part time posi-
tion, so I applied and was 
hired. ”
     Now Nelson is retiring for 
good to spend more time 
with her family.

     Nic Chapin, Our Schools 
Director, he has been at this 

school for nine years, two of which he has been 
the director.
     “As Director I basically oversee the entire pro-
gram, and so that is in a couple different components. One is help-
ing out with the board. Another one is overseeing the academic 

DI Team Heads to Globals
BY CONSTANTINE VANSICKLE
     Alliance Charter Academy’s very own 
Destination Imagination (DI) team is head-
ing to globals!
     Advancing to globals is a huge achieve-
ment for such a small team and they are 
looking forward to representing the State 
of Oregon at the Global competition at 
the University of Tennessee on May 23rd 
through May 27th. But going to globals 
also has a financial toll. That’s why their 
team is raising funds through bottle drives 
and sponsorships.  
     DI is a leading educational nonprofit 
dedicated to teaching students the skills 
needed to succeed in school, and their ca-
reers. Students participate in project based 
learning programs that blend STEM educa-
tion with arts and social entrepreneurship. 
     Joy Best, ACA’s team manager of the DI 
team, called TF (The Future), says that they 
can’t wait to see what globals have in store.
     “It has been a delight to watch this team 

choose a challenge, devise a plan on how 
they were going to accomplish their solu-
tion, and then get to work.”
     Global Finals is truly a global event 
where each state, and over 20 countries 
come together and compete at the highest 
level. 
     Mrs. Best explains that in Globals, “their 
team will have a rare opportunity to inter-

By VICTOR HEIMBIGNER

     OBOB for the ACA will not be the same 
next year.  What it looks like for the 3-5th 
grade is undecided and will be determined 
this summer by the ACA board.  The reason 
it is undecided is because there is contro-
versy about the book “George”.
     Alex Gino is a author who wrote a book 
named “George”, about a transgender kid 
at the age of ten years old and feels like a 
girl.   Many people are against this book 
because it talks about “Adult Magazines” 
and adult things and the parents don’t want 
their kids reading it. 
     OBOB of 2018 and 2019 will not be 
the same as this year because of the con-
troversy of the book “George” being an 
appropriate book for 3-5th graders.  New 
York times and other newspaper companies 
have done a story on this topic and explain 
it more in depth, but ACA is still undecided 
about how it’s going to affect their OBOB 
experience.
     ACA is looking for a way to be in the 
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     “I felt like for me in this 
moment, it was an opportu-
nity that I needed to take.”

- Director Nic Chapin, 
about his new job 
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side. The other one is overseeing the busi-
ness side. And there is also the HR piece, 
some of the inner workings with how we’re 
unique, so working with some of the parent 
groups, and kinda just overseeing the entire 
program as a means for work every single 
day, and that can look very different day to 
day and hour to hour,” said Chapin

Mr. Chapin is leaving because he got a job 
offer that he thought was interesting.
     “I thought it was a good time for myself, 
to take that leap,” said Chapin.
     Chapin is going to start working at 3 
Rivers Charter School in Wilsonville, in a 
very similar role. 
      “I’m excited about some of the things 

we accomplished while I was here, and I 
always say ‘we’ because it’s definitely just 
not the Director, it’s the entire team from 
administration all the way down to our par-
ents  that are also teachers.”
     Chapin said that he wants to  help sup-
port the transition as much as possible.

“Staff Departures,” continued from page 1

“Destination: Globals,” continued from page 1

Dirks Scholarships go to Pen, WrightCPR/AED Trainers Come to ACA
By KENZIE WATERMAN

     From 9:00 -3:30 on Tuesday, April 
17th and Wednesday, April 18th a instruc-
tor from the Clackamas Fire Department, 
District #1 came and taught students how 
to perform hands-only CPR and use an 
AED (Automated External Defibrillator) 
machine.
     The class was for 7th grade and above. 
Parents and staff were also invited.
The staff here at Alliance Charter Acad-
emy have already been trained in this, but 
a couple went to refresh and practice, so 
that they were better prepared in case of 
emergency. 
     “If someone were ever to be in a situa-
tion where they needed CPR, I think it is 
important to have as much of the general 
public knowledgeable of what actions to 
take.” Said PE and Health teacher, Drew 
Holland. 

     The class was coordinated by Carla 
Calhoun, a teacher and ES here. Calhoun 
is a member of the school safety team, 
where one of her contacts referred her to 
Tammy Owen. 
     “The main reason I wanted to see this 
training happen is because it can literally 
save someone’s life! I believe everyone 
should have this training and this was a 
great opportunity to offer it to our fami-
lies,” said Calhoun.
     The instructor that came was, Public 
Education Specialist,Tammy Owen. Owen 
was honored by the American Heart As-
sociation (AHA) for helping getting the 
legislation passed that requires all high 
school students to have completed hands 
only CPR training before graduating. 
Owen teaches CPR to 7th graders and up, 
at schools, meetings (Kiwanis and Rotary 
etc), places of employment, churches, 
safety fairs or farmers markets, at the fire 
station. Owen doesn’t just teach CPR, she 
also teaches fire safety in the home, fall 
prevention, bicycle safety, water safety, 
cooking safety, fireworks safety, swim-
ming/water safety, smoke alarms, fire 

extinguishers, etc.
     “Tammy did a great job!  She is funny 
and engaging with the students and she 
trained more than 85 students while she 
was here,” said Calhoun.
     Many teachers took their classes be-
cause beginning this year, it is a gradua-
tion requirement to attend and participate 
in the training. Oregon is the 23rd state 
to require students to learn CPR before 
graduation.
     “I am glad that it is a graduation 
requirement. The more people that are 
trained in Hands Only CPR/AED, the bet-
ter,” said Tammy Owen.
     “It was hard, you see CPR in movies 
and shows and it looks relatively easy but 
it’s much more difficult in real life,” said 
student Abigail Engle.
     This will happen again next and hope-
fully for many more. They start announc-
ing it earlier so that more people have the 
opportunity to go and learn.
“I would absolutely come back to your 
school and would welcome the opportu-
nity,” said Owen.
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act, share ideas, and learn from other kids from all over the world.”
     The DI team continued to work throughout the year to solve 
their challenges without any adult interference, the team used 
power tools, drills, nail guns, saws, soldering irons and other tools 
to complete each challenge that they were presented with.
     “This team has gained knowledge in chemistry; structural, me-
chanical, and technical engineering; cooperation and teamwork; 
budgeting, communication skills, and creative problem-solving.” 
     Ben Snyder, 6th grader, is a part of the DI team, he explains why 

he enjoys destination imagination,  “I have really enjoyed brain-
storming new ideas to add to our skit with the rest of my team, and 
performing to the skit has been lots of fun too. “
     Destination Imagination gives students tools that they will use 
for the rest of their lives. 
     “I feel honored to play a small part in the education, extremely 
proud of what these young men have already accomplished, in-
spired by their creativity, and excited to see what happens next in 
these young men’s lives and BRIGHT futures,” said Best. 

By ELIZABETH TARSIA

    Two students now have more funds to 
further their musical education.
     The awards were announced Friday, 
May 12th at the end of the music concerts 
held at Alliance Charter Academy.
     The first scholarship was awarded to JJ 
Pen; this scholarship is now known as the 
Community Award. The next scholarship 
given out is the Dirks musicianship which 
is the newest one offered. There is a $300 
award given to the winner; the scholarship 
this year was awarded to Haladar Wright.
    These scholarships originated in honor 
of Steve Dirks who passed away around 
five years ago. Dirks was of visible pres-
ence here at Alliance Charter Academy. 
He was an informal dad for people on 
campus. The scholarship fund is in honor 
of the traits he displayed. 
     “Steve was caring, respectful, and 
responsible,” said Mr Cheskin.
     In past years, students did not need to 
apply at all to receive the scholarship. The 
music program heads would decide who 
got the scholarship by who best displayed 
the traits Dirks showed; as well as who 
showed dedication to their music. 
     The amounts students in previous years 
who received this award had been between 
one to three students, they could use the 
scholarship money towards their instru-

ment, private lessons, a summer camp, or 
anything that could potentially help them 
grow as a musician. 
  This year the scholarship was set up dif-
ferently, there were two recipients and the 
qualifications were different from previous 
years. With the community award it is set 
up the ways it has in the past, there is no 
application process needed it is decided by 
the music department. In order to qualify 
for this scholarship you must fill out an 
application and is decided based off need 
and musician promas. This can be used for 

anything that could further award students 
education in music. 
   The money needed towards funding 
these scholarships is provided by dona-
tions received at concerts and the music 
department will sometimes donate with 
funds available.

“OBOB,” from page 1
competition next year and Mary Coleman 
is hoping to be leading the 3-5th grade 
students in next years OBOB if we are not 
opted out. 

JJ Pen and Haladar Wright receive recognition for their Dirks Scholarship awards at the Spring Choir 
Concert, Friday, May 18, at the Unitarian Universalist Church in Oregon City.

     This year’s Blood Drive 
was held May 7 and was con-
sidered a success by the orga-
nizers: Language Arts Teacher 
Mary Norville and Junior 
Jasper Dirks. 
     We collectively donated 36 
pints of blood, Norville said.



Class welcomes ACA to the Dark Side  Drama Club Performs Macbeth
By RYLIE YOUNG - 05/02/18
     
     Join the dark side and turn off the 
lights! This year’s Contemporary World 
Issues class is small with only eight Fresh-
man/Sophomore students, but they are 
making a difference. The class is trying to 
promote the use of natural lights within 
your school. The class believes our school 
waste an excessive amount of artificial 
light, and if we relied more on natural 
light, we would save a lot of money!
     They are trying to lower the amount 
of money spent on the lights by replacing 
the lights with more efficient lights and re-
minding people to turn off the lights when 
not in use, or when they are not needed.
     “How many times have you walked 
into a classroom with all the bulbs blaring, 
when the sun coming through the window 

is more than enough light?” asks Taylor 
Younger.
     To remind people to turn off the lights, 
the class will some be putting up remind-
ers in every room in the school, excluding 
bathrooms. 
     The plan for more efficient lighting is: 
as the current fluorescent lights burn out, 
they will be replaced with new T8, 19wh, 
LED light bulbs that will last about 15 
years each. Although the upfront cost will 
be about $192 more, eventually they will 
pay off with money and usage. 
     “The objective of this plan is to reduce 
the amount of electricity Alliance Charter 
Academy uses on lighting by 50 kWh/
month by May 31, 2019… During the 
past 12 months, ACA has spent a total of 
$9,816 on electricity. The reduction in 
the monthly electric bill will allow ACA 
to save money its utilities, which in turn 
would benefit both students and staff 
allowing for the funds to be put towards 
other projects and activities.” says Abigail 
Birdsley, the inventor of this plan. 

By ALYSSA DILORETO

     Macbeth performers anticipated so 
much blood and gore that they dedicated 
the first two rows to a splash zone. The 
Drama Club performed the Shakespeare 
play on Friday and Saturday, May 5 and 6.
     The play is about a Scottish thane 
named Macbeth. In the story he meets 
three witches that tell him a prophecy that 
he will one day be King of Scotland.
     The play promised tons of blood and 
gore, and marked the front two rows as a 
splash zone. 
     The audience of this play had rather 
good reviews. Many said it was enjoyable 
and the student actors did a very good job. 
Most of the people interviewed were the 
happiest with the star of the show, Isaiah 
Lee, as Macbeth. 
     “It was really good!” Says Halie So-
fich, “Paul (the drama club director) did 
a good job directing, and Isaiah was the 
best!” 
     There were many other reviews, all 
saying great things about the play. Next 
year, the Drama Club will be performing 
another Shakespeare play, “The Tempest.”

Taylor Younger working on a reminder to turn off 
the lights in classrooms.

Photos by
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“Under the Stars” Theme of Prom
By SAMANTHA RANDS, The Charter News

     This year’s prom is May 25th, from 7pm to 
11pm. The theme is “Under The Stars.”
     Tickets cost $15 in advance and $20 at the 
door. Students can purchase tickets in the study 
hall.
     Prom is open to junior and seniors, and 
sophomores on invite only. If you’re bringing 
someone who isn’t an ACA student then they 
will have to fill out a permission slip before 
prom; permission slips are available in the 
study hall.
     This year’s theme is “Under The Stars,” fit-
ting because it’s going to be outside at a venue. 
The venue is Clackamas River Farm, (Clacka-
mas River Farm 26700 SE Samuels rd.)
     Olivia Silbernagel, a senior at ACA, along with the prom 
committee, is planning prom. The committee is mostly made up 
of National Honors Society (NHS) members, and people who 
wanted to help. The planning started in March. 

     “I think it’s going well. Umm...we have a 
lot of people working on it, so that makes it 
easier. It’s a lot of fun to work on the posters 
and things because all the people working on it 
are my friends. We’re trying to make this prom 
one of the best ACA has had; and I really want 
to honor what my classmates want,” Silberna-
gel said. 
     All the money made will go towards NHS. 
     Last year’s prom was planned by Annelise 
Krieske, a then ACA junior. The theme was 
“Old Hollywood.” Ticket sales made $490; 
with expenses being $151, It made a profit of 
$339.
     “I’m excited. There’s a whole team to help 
plan it this year, and with our combined forces 
there’s no doubt in my mind it will be much 

better than last year. As long as everyone doesn’t think them-
selves too cool for charter school prom (spoiler alert- they’re 
not.) It should be an amazing night!” Krieske said.

Contemporary World Issues 
class hopes to help school 
save money, one bulb at a time

By ELIZABETH TARSIA  
     As you all might have noticed state test-
ing might have seemed shorter from pre-
vious years. Well some changes have been 
made to the tests themselves and to the 
prep needed for certain subjects.
     Before this last testing session there 
were lessons that needed to be taught pre-
vious to taking state tests. Those lessons 
have been taken away and the test consists 
of less questions. 
     According to Barbara Gaines next year 
is undecided how students will be assigned 
days/weeks for testing. A possibility is that 
no matter the grade, students will be place 
in alphabetical order by last name and will 
test by name rather than by grade.  It is also 
undecided whether Alliance Charter Acad-
emy will allocate a whole 2 weeks for test-
ing in future years.
     All of these possible changes are depen-
dent on what the average is for students test 
scores, and whether or not students were 
rushing or the tests were not just shorter 
but simpler. 
     There is no for sure changes being made 
yet, if there is any changes you will be see-
ing them in action next testing session.

Possible Changes 
to Testing Weeks
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Graduation Ceremony Nears
By LUKE BURTON
     As our seniors move on to bigger and 
better things we come together to celebrate 
at graduation.
     This year, graduation is at Jackson Cam-
pus on June 2nd, at 6:00pm.
     During the graduation ceremony the 
graduates have each asked a teacher or par-
ent to hand them their diploma and give 
up to a one minute speech. These speeches 
usually include how proud of the gradu-
ate the teacher or parent are, and possible 
where the graduate is going next.
     The ceremony typically runs about two 
hours, though this can vary on the number 
of graduates, and if people run long on their 
speeches.

     Each graduate also has a graduation 
slideshow they have put together. These 
slideshows are ten slides long, and can in-
clude pictures from when they were little 
babies, through their childhood, up until 
now. 
     Faith Burton says “I am nervous to grad-
uate, but excited for what the future holds. 
I am very grateful for ACA and all that i’ve 
accomplished in the twelve years i’ve been 
here.”
     Graduation is always a great time as 
we reminisce on the past and look forward 
to the future. Be sure to join us as we cel-
ebrate our seniors and all of their accom-
plishments throughout their high school 
career. 
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Student cartoons Student cartoons

Cartoons submitted by members of the High School 
Graphic Novels class, taught by Carla Calhoun.

As a class, they viewed and analyzed political cartoons. 
After analyzing the message the artist was trying to 
convey and what techniques the artist used, the class 
was given the Political Cartoons Assignment with the 

option to submit to The Charter for publication.

76



ACA OPINIONS OF GUN VIOLENCE
Gun violence is a relevant problem nowadays. With the Florida incident, it has caused a chain reaction of dif-
fering opinions on what should be done with students safety. Student opinions matter greatly, especially when it 
comes to their well being and safety.
In an online survey, ACA students were asked for their first thoughts on the Florida shooting.   
(all students are anonymous)
“Obviously, the Florida shooting 
was devastating. And one of my 
first thoughts was how it’s becom-
ing more often that I hear things 
like this happening in the news and 
that something needs to be changed 
to prevent these shootings.”

“I thought it was a shame that 
school shootings and shootings in 
general had become such a regular 
occurrence.”

“It is an extremely terrible and dis-
gusting act of violence. I am deeply 
saddened by the United States 
government and their inability to 
protect children in schools. This 
cannot happen again.”

“I think the first thing I thought 
was just “Again?”

“I thought it was a horrible event 
and immediately sided with the 
students on their anti gun thoughts”

“We need better gun regulations 
and help with mental health.”

“It was sad and unfortunate”

“I thought that the school should’ve 
taken more precaution since it 
sounded like they all sorta knew it 
was coming. I also thought with the 
size of the campus, they should’ve 
had more security officers at the 

site, not just one.”

“My first thought when I heard 
about the Florida Shooting was that 
it was so sad and that we need to 
put a stop to it.”

“I thought that it was sad but it 
wasn’t the guns fault.”

“I thought that there most likely 
was some horrible mistake that 
allowed this terrible person to get 
ahold of a firearm.”

“I don’t know why this keeps hap-
pening? Europe doesn’t have this 
many problems.”

Students were then asked if they feel safe at their school and if there should be more security in schools. 
“I feel safe at my school because 
I’ve never had any reason to not 
be. I believe that all schools should 
have some form of armed security, 
preferably not teachers.”

“I do feel safe at my school, but 
ACA is a different place than a lot 
of other schools. I think having 
safety protocols in place is the right 
thing to do, but if potential shoot-
ers don’t have the opportunity to 
get a gun in the first place there is 
a much smaller chance that schools 
will need the protocols.”

“I feel like nobody is going to 
shoot up aca, but you never know.”

“I feel fine at my school. There’s 
plenty of parents and teach-
ers around all the time. Security 

wouldn’t make too much of a dif-
ference since most of the shooters 
are people that attend the school.”

“I feel pretty safe at my school 
knowing the students and I don’t 
think any of them would do any-
thing to hurt someone. I think we 
should have more security by the 
doors and not just let anyone one 
in. But, most school shootings hap-
pen by people from the school so 
they could get in anyway.”

“I feel safe at my school, though 
I do feel as though it is a little too 
open.”

“I feel safe at school because we 
are pretty unknown, but I think 
that if I was at a bigger school I 
wouldn’t feel completely safe.”

“I think ACA is such a low profile 
and poor school that we would not 
be a target, but I definitely think 
that what security measures we 
have should be fixed. Things such 
as the unenforced signing in system 
and the coded door that is almost 
always propped open need to be 
bettered.”

“Yes, I feel safe at my school. I 
don’t think security guards are 
answer, but we do need security in 
other ways, such as a more secure 
environment and extra safety pre-
cautions.
I feel safe for the most part but the 
security at our school is somewhat 
sketch.”

The next question asked what students think should be done to prevent shootings.

Responses to “Is gun violence a relevant problem?”

“If the person being defended 
against does not have a gun, than 
I don’t feel that the security needs 
guns. Having protocols such as “if 
you see something, say something” 
can help in preventing attacks on 
schools.”

“Not in schools, better gun regula-
tions in general.”

“Some schools are now keeping 
buckets of rocks in classrooms 

for students to use as self defense 
against the shooter.”

“Codes to get into the school, less 
people in the halls”

“Offer social and emotional help. 
Create a positive environment.
Identify people who are troubled 
and seek out assistance for them. 
Voice your opinions and worries.”

“I really do not know. But I’m not 
for teachers havin guns. I can see 
that leading to abuse of power.
training on what to do if a shoot-
ing occured”

Here’s why people believe its’s a relavent problem:
“In the specific problem that I 
brought up, encourage police of-
ficers to patrol these areas, and 
add more body cams to ensure that 
stories stop getting misconstrued to 
show the police as the bad guys.”

“More restriction on who can buy 
and own a gun (such as background 
checks for mental health problems 
and criminal records), civilians not 
having the ability to legally acquire 
a semi-automatic weapon.”

“Not getting rid of guns, but better 
gun regulations.”

“I believe more extensive back-
ground checks should be in order, 

and less gun shows”
“I think we need more regula-
tions. I’m not saying ban all guns, 
but I think that it would be a good 
idea to have some sort of obliga-
tory training+licensing, sort of like 
when you learn to drive.”

“As I mentioned before, every 
gun owner needs to go through 
extensive background checks, 
mental health checkups, etc. every 
few years for as long as they are a 
gun owner, as well as renew their 
ownership license every two years. 
If there is failure to comply, they 
must have their guns and privilege 
removed. Those with previous 
criminal backgrounds should not be 

allowed to own a firearm.”
Maybe more extensive background 
checks/more regulations on who 
can get guns

“I think the process of gun purchas-
ing should be more difficult and 
that thorough background checks 
should be done on whoever wishes 
to buy a gun. In regards to school 
shootings I think having school 
security could be helpful in protect-
ing students from gun violence.   
No selling of guns”
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Beyond Our Walls           Special Section
more, also feels that more could 
be done, “I feel like some of the 
responses that have come from 
schools have been really mis-
guided...They don’t do anything to 
change the root of the problem, and 
just seem like a flimsy act to make 
people feel safer,” she says. 
 The students also expressed 
their desire for more action on the 
part of those who were originally 
involved in the walkout and similar 
protests.  “If nothing changes and 
the violence continues, I do think 
that students should keep raising 
their voices and having walkouts 

for the change that is necessary,” 
says Stephens. 
 Stephens says she has prob-
lems with the proposed solutions, 
specifically arming teachers. 
“I think that the idea of arming 
teachers is ridiculous, because of 
how unstable the idea is when you 
actually think about it. Who’s go-
ing to pay for the weapons? How 
are teachers going to be trained to 
use them correctly? How will train-

 Now that the media buzz 
surrounding the Florida shooting 
has faded almost to silence, stu-
dents are still fighting for change. 
An anonymous student who par-
ticipated in the March walkout says 
they would like to see more protest,  
“Any opportunity to protest against 
violence or give respect who those 
who need it is one I will take...yes. 
I would like [another walkout].”
The school walkout at ACA was 
intended to help bring change to 
gun policy in America and remem-
ber those lost in Parkland, Florida. 
On March 14, 2018 roughly 35 
students left their classes in protest 

of gun violence and the lives it has 
cost in American schools, specifi-
cally in Parkland.
 Rachel Armstrong, a Junior, 
created her own project to gather 
student opinions about gun control 
even beyond ACA. “I had never 
seen such an incredible and uni-

versal response from students after 
the tragedy in Parkland, Florida,” 
says Armstrong, “I started ask-
ing around to see if students were 
planning on participating in walk-
outs around the Portland area...The 
more I got in touch with people the 
more ‘excited’ I guess you could 
say I became because a lot of the 
people I talked to were not only 
passionate and opinionated about 
this topic but very driven...Because 
I was getting multiple responses I 
created a poll with numerous ques-
tions, mostly about how they felt 
after the tragedy, as well as their 
age and where they live, etc….A 
little less than a week later I had 
152 responses, which is where it 
stands now.”
 Armstrong hopes to contin-
ue with her project “Sadly I haven’t 
gotten as much done as I had 
hoped. I was planning on reach-
ing out again to people to get the 

Gun Control 
Looking For-
ward 
The Charter Features 
By OLIVIA SILBERNAGEL

“before and after” type of aspect 
- mostly focusing on whether or 
not any change has really happened 
within communities or if this was a 
short-lived movement.” she says. 
 Even with the recent gun 
control bill, which banned those 
convicted of stalking, domestic 
abuse, or those under a restrain-
ing from buying a gun in the state 
of Oregon, students who partici-
pated in the walkout say they want 
more change. According to the 
same anonymous student “[it is] a 
fantastic place to start. But in my 
opinion, laws need to be more solid 
than that.” They stress the need for 
nationwide action against gun vio-
lence by saying, “Multiple states 
have passed bills beginning the 
fight against gun violence, but what 
we need is an end. So I think the 
changes have been good, but sim-
ply not what the country needs.” 
 Piper Stephens, a sopho-

 “I do think that 
students should 

keep raising their 
voices and having 
walkouts for the 

change that is nec-
essary” - Piper Ste-

phens

For full story and sources see 
theacacharter.com

Alliance Charter Academy studetns during the walkout. Photo taken by 
yearbook student. March 14, 2018

ing be paid for? How can we ex-
pect our already underpaid teachers 
to be in control enough in an active 
shooter situation to not only hide 
a classroom of students in a lock-
down, but also defend them with a 
firearm? How will law enforcement 
be able to accurately tell who is the 
shooter and who is school faculty 
when they see someone holding a 
weapon? Why are we putting the 
responsibility of stopping shoot-
ers on teachers instead of mak-
ing it harder for people to get the 
weapons that allow them to murder 
students in their schools?”  
 An anonymous source from 
Armstrong’s project hopes that the 
fight for gun control will continue. 
“We could always use more pro-
test. And I don’t feel like officials 

Fot more information on the 
walkout see: theacacharter.
com/2018/04/30/never-again-aca-
students-walkout/

“I don’t feel like of-
ficials are reacting 
as strongly as they 
should be.” - Anon-

ymous source

Students Ash Scott, Piper Stephens, Isabella Daschel, Ana O’Brien walk-
ing out of school. Most students knew about the movement and walked 
out at the same time. Photo taken by yearbook student. March 14, 2018.

are reacting as strongly as they 
should be.” they say.
The message from current high 
school students is one of disap-
pointment and dissatisfaction with 
how the issue is being handled 
within both schools and the gov-
ernment.  “If nothing changes and 
the violence continues, I do think 
that students should keep raising 
their voices and having walkouts 
for the change that is necessary,” 
says Stephens. 

10 11

Beyond Our Walls           Special Section



The Charter Features
By SAMANTHA RANDS

What is bullying?

“Bullying
abuse and mistreatment of someone 
vulnerable by someone stronger, 
more powerful, etc. : the actions 
and behavior of a bully
Her own childhood had been made 
miserable by bullying …
 —Michael Holroyd
… underestimates the plain mean-
ness behind the pleasure people 
take in bullying.
 —George F. Will”
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
dictionary/bullying 

Bullying is defined by someone 
of larger power causing harm to 
someone else: either physically or 
verbally. 

Examples of physically bullying 
includes:

Hitting
Punching
Pinching
Tripping
Spitting on
Pushing
Stealing or breaking another kids 
items
Making rude hand gestures
 
Examples of verbal bullying in-
cludes:

Teasing
Taunting

Name calling
Threatening to physically 
harm someone
Spreading false rumors
Making unwanted sexual 
comments

Victims of bullying some-
times show signs of:

Unexplainable bruises, 
scratches, and broken bones
Unexplained broken or lost items
Sudden changes in eating
Sudden changes in sleeping
Sudden loss of interest in school
Low self esteem
Self harm, or talking about suicide

According to National Center for 
Education Statistics, one in three 
teenagers has been bullied; and 
Alliance Charter Academy (ACA) 
students is no exception. 

The Charter surveyed 27 students 
at ACA about bullying. According 
to the survey, 63% said they have 
been bullied. 25.9% said that they 
haven’t been bullied, and 11.1% 
said they didn’t know if they were 
bullied.

37% said that the bullying did not 
occur at ACA.

55.6% said that they told an adult. 
44.4% said they didn’t tell an adult/ 
they weren’t being bullied.

In the survey, it asked students 
“Did it stop? Did it get handled 
well?” Here’s the 27 responses.

“Yep cause nothing happened”

“Yes. I told my mom and we went 

to the dean of students, who said 
that it wasn’t the first time they got 
a complaint about that person and it 
stopped after that.”

“No, but the person bullying me 
switch schools”

“I’m not sure if it stopped, because 
I started avoiding them.”

“Not really. If anything the adults 
caved in and let it happen.”

“I stopped talking to them”

“If I saw bullying, I would com-
pletely find a way to stop it. Bully-
ing in any form is unacceptable.”

“Yes it stopped, I just stopped go-
ing near him because he was my 
neighbor, and then we moved so 
that wasn’t even a problem.”

“Yes”

“It got handled with, and the guy 
who was bullying me apologized.”

“It really didn’t. Really, it got 
worse.”

“yes, no”

“I don’t know if gossip counts as 
bullying, because the only thing 
that I can think of happening to me 

is that I’ve had people gossip about 
me in the past. The only thing that 
I did was tell a parent about it and 
other than that I didn’t do anything 
about it. Again, I don’t know if 
gossip counts as bullying.”

“No”

“Never happened”

“Eventually, but I didn’t handle it 
responsibly, so it took longer and 
caused more pain.”

“Yeah”

“Yes”

“Yes right away.”

“The bulling did stop and I and was 
friends with that person.”

“I was not bullied”

“not bullied”

“No”

“At first I would have just told 
them to quit it then if that did not 
work I would have went to a adult 
about it.”

“Yup”

“Yes, it was taken care of and did 
not last long.”

“yea”

How does ACA help and 
prevent bullying?

At ACA, when bullying is reported 
to a staff member the student in 

question ES and parent will be no-
tified. The consequence of reported 
bullying differs from the severity; 
from going over the “Bullying 
Prevention Practices” in the ACA 
Family Handbook, doing commu-
nity service, parent having to attend 
the classes with the student, and 
suspension.  

“ACA has a no tolerance policy for 
bullying meaning that if we see if 
or are informed of bullying that it is 
immediately dealt with. Sometimes 
students meet with me to process 
what is happening and I handle 
it, or at times Mr. Chapin will be 
involved. It depends on the circum-
stance, but if a staff knows about 
bullying, it is always dealt with.” 
says Megan Coggins, the school’s 
Students Support Specialist.

Students are also encouraged to 
create a welcoming environment; 
by showing respect to everyone, 
saying no to bullying others, and 
reporting bullying to staff mem-
bers. 

How to reach help

If you see anyone being bullied, 
or you are being bullied, report it 
to an ACA staff member, and/or 
an adult you trust. Coggins says, 
“please let a staff know immedi-
ately so that we can intervene and 
help you feel safe. We want ACA 
to be a place where all students 
feel safe and welcome. Mr. Chapin, 
myself, or any staff member that 
you feel comfortable with is a great 
starting person to let them know 
what is happening.”

ACA’s Student Support Specialist - 

Megan Coggins - megancoggins@
aca.k12.or.us

Sources:

Coggins, Megan. Personal Inter-
view. May 6, 2018.

Anonymous ACA Survey. 
April 25- May 8, 2018. https://
docs.google.com/forms/
d/1NPvWHUkSQI4vRmDwpu_
U3wTR_ZONI9QOqSva2Yp-
BoXU/edit 

https://www.stopbullying.gov/
at-risk/warning-signs/index.html 
Accessed Mar 30, 2018.

http://www.clackamas.us/behav-
ioralhealth/suicideprevention.html 
Accessed Mar 30, 2018. 

https://www.safeschools.com/hot-
topics/bullying-prevention/ Ac-
cessed Mar 30, 2018.

https://theacacharter.
com/2017/05/08/youth-suicide-
awareness/ Accessed Mar 30, 2018.

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/
franklin-schargel/bullying-what-
schools-par_b_4103901.html Ac-
cessed May 2, 2018.

http://www.alliancecharteracademy.
com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/
Family-Handbook-2017-18-Final.
pdf Accessed May 9, 2018.

https://www.merriam-webster.com/
dictionary/bullying  Accessed May 
11, 2018.

Read more news stories on The 
Charter, (thecharter.com)

Bullying
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By FAITH BURTON

     Despite news of misconduct seemingly all around, 
there has been no documented misconduct in ACA’s 
history, according to its administrators. 
     Lara Fabrycki, ACA’s former Director and Nic Chap-
in, ACA’s current Director commented on misconducts 
saying that we’ve not had a misconduct at ACA.      
     Fabrycki said teachers are trained every year on mis-
conducts, but because of technology and how people 
communicate is changing, schools are changing what 
communication looks like between teachers and stu-
dents.    
     Although our school hasn’t seen a misconduct, it has 
affected other school districts.
     In an article written for Oregonlive by Bethany 
Barnes, on May 11th, 2018, says Portland school dis-
tricts are changing the way teachers backgrounds are 

being purged. A case was opened because of the large 
amount of unaddressed misconduct cases against Mitch 
Whitehurst, a former Portland school district teacher of 
32 years. 
     “Any time a teacher changes schools or gets a new 
principal complaints must be purged because such com 
plaints haven’t been vetted through an extensive due 
process,” the article said. “That happened to Whitehurst 
more than 10 times while he was entrusted with district 
students over 32 years”.  
     Today in our society, people must walk on eggshells 
when it comes to what they say and do to other people. 
There is a domino effect that can trigger a chain reac-
tion, where one’s action can affect another’s whole life. 
A decade ago, school misconducts were not unheard of, 
but not very common and acceptance towards others 
actions were far more tolerable. Today, when one issue 
surfaces, more are revealed.

ACA students help with Special Olympics

By TAYLOR YOUNGER
     
      In the 1950’s and early 1960’s 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver saw how 
unjustly and unfairly people with 
intellectual disabilities were being 
treated. A couple years later in 1962 
Eunice started a summer camp in 
her very own backyard in washing-
ton D.C for those who were being 
treated unfairly. Eunice’s idea and 
her movement on this situation was 
revolutionary at the time.
       Later in 1967 the chicago park 
district started plans for a city wide 
track meet. Shriver then asked Anne 
McGlone Burke (Burke is a founder 
of the Special Olympics) to enlarge 
the scope to include athletes from 
around the entire country. 
      Anne traveled to washington to 
meet with the kennedy foundation 
staffers to discuss the country wide 

track meet for people with intellec-
tual disabilities. A couple of months 
later on March 1968, Eunice Ken-
nedy Shriver and the chicago park 
district held a news conference 
to announce the very first special 
olympic games for young people 
with intellectual disabilities. 
         The first ever special olym-
pic games were held on july 20th, 
1968 at soldier field in chicago. 
Unified sports then grew rapidly in 
the 2000’s, both young people with, 
and without intellectual disabili-
ties teamed up to play a variety of 
sports worldwide in several differ-
ent countries. 
     At Oregon City high school in the 
year 2017, sophomore Sam Larry 
tried out for his school’s basketball 
team. Due to the fact his right arm 
was disabled they denied him. Sam 
and his mom where very upset at 

the fact they wouldn’t let him play 
on the team. Sam’s mom then found 
Special Olympics. 
    With the information she had, she 
went to the school board. That very 
fall was the first unified sports team 
at Oregon City high school.
   Since last school year (2016-2017) 
to this school year (2017-2018) Or-
egon City high school now has two 
sports to offer for kids with intellec-
tual disabilities.  
   Two of our very own students 
from ACA are fortunate enough to 
be involved in the leading of unified 
sports at Oregon City High School. 
     These students have now been 
participating in being unified part-
ners (players that have no intellectu-
al disabilities) for the past two years 
and have enjoyed it to its fullest, 
and hope to continue being apart of 
this amazing program.   

No Record of Misconduct at ACA

Photo from: https://www.advantage4parents.com/article/how-to-deal-with-teasing-and-bullying/
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Oregon City Main Street Named One of 
Three 2018 Great American Main Streets

By Luke Burton, The Charter Feature News

Oregon City’s Main Street named 2018 Great American Main Street, at a national conference in 
Kansas City, Missouri, on March 26.  

Oregon City (OC) was nominated as a semifinalist, along 
with nine other cities, the week before the national con-
ference. At the conference, OC was named one of three 
2018 Great American Main Streets. The other winners 
were Howell, Michigan and Rock Springs, Wyoming. Ac-
cording to the Downtown Oregon City Association “Since 
2009, about $42 million has been invested into downtown 
Oregon City through public and private investments. 
These investments have resulted in 28 new businesses 
and dropped the vacancy rate from about 34% to less 
than 10%. More than $90 million, in addition, is planned 
within the next 4 years along with the Cove Apartments. 
All these investments and improvements in downtown no 
doubt helped OC land the name, 2018 Great American 
Main Street.” 

One winning feature of downtown Oregon City is the el-
evator. Connecting two parts of the city, the Oregon City 
elevator is located directly in the middle of downtown. 
The elevator is one of the main attractions when you vis-
it Oregon City. The elevator also has been a canvas for 
video and picture projection, (seen in the picture on the 
left) The City surveyed and platted the vertical “Elevator 
Street” and entered into a contract with Oregon Bridge 
and Construction Company to construct the elevator. The 
elevator was first built in 1915 out of wood and steal but 
eventually it became too dangerous for people to ride. The 
elevator that we see now took over 751 tons of concrete 
and steel to construct, is 130 feet high, and passengers can 
reach the top in 15 seconds. The Oregon City Elevator 
continues to operate as one of only four municipal eleva-
tors in the world and “Elevator Street” remains the only 
“vertical street” in North America. 

In a story post by FOX 12 on March 26, 2018, 7:30 PM PDT, Sheri Stuart, coordinator of the 
statewide Oregon Main 
Street program stated, “We 
are extremely proud of the 
Downtown Oregon City As-
sociation for being recog-
nized as a GAMSA winner 
this year, I have worked with 
hundreds of main street com-
munities in 24 states over the 
past 27 years at the state, lo-
cal, and national levels. The 
transformation of downtown 
Oregon City in a relatively 
short amount of time is nothing short of amazing, especially since their revitalization efforts be-
gan at the start of the economic downturn.”

FOX 12 staff said in their “Downtown Oregon City wins Great American Main Street Award” 
“Downtown Oregon City is the first ever community in Oregon and the first in the last 8 years on 
the West Coast to win the Great American Main Street Award.” 

Image taken by Downtown Oregon City Association

Photo taken by Downtown Oregon City Association

Photo taken by Josh Partee
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By VICTOR HEIMBIGNER     

  Parkour has changed the way 
students 

exercise for a 
while now and 
many students 
at ACA have 

been par-
ticipating in 

classes and the 
open gym. 
 Matthias 

Armstrong is 
a student at 

ACA that has 
been doing 
parkour for 

two years and 
has benefitted 
from it highly, 
“I do parkour 
to remain fit 
and become 

stronger”-Mat-
thias Arm-

strong. 

Parkour is a highly known sport 
that requires strength and speed in 
order to do the flips, handstands 

and more.  Parkour began in France 
by late 1980s from Raymond Belle 

and his son David Belle. David 
further trained in this skill mak-

ing it popular in the late 1990s and 
2000s. 

 ACA’s students have ac-
knowledged the benefits and de-

cided to take some parkour classes.  
Ben Coleman is a student at ACA 
who is taking class at Forge Park-
our located in Portland.  Coleman 
has been doing parkour for a year 

and is doing it for physical fitness 
and as a hobby.  Coleman is using 
the classes to later get a C4P credit 

in PE also.  

 Christian Hall is another 
student who is doing parkour, he 
is not taking classes, but is going 
to the open gym and training with 
pointers from others.  Hall does 

parkour because it is very fun for 
him, its a good workout and helps 
his body coordination.  Hall likes 
the way that parkour can change 
how you move and do seemingly 

impossible things.  

 These few students have 
been doing parkour for over a year 
and it’s a risky sport, but they take 
that risk to have fun.  Armstrong 
tore a ligament in his leg because 

he didn’t stretch,  Coleman hurt his 
knee which ended up bleeding a 

lot and Hall hyperextended his leg.  
These students still do 
parkour even after they 
got hurt and it motivates 
them to become better, 
so that they don’t get 
hurt.  The inspiration 

for parkour is different 
for everyone rather its 
watching youtube or to 
be stronger, but every-
body starts somewhere.  

 Beginner tracers 
(people who do park-

our)  need to be inspired 
when they want to do 

parkour.  A lot of park-
our is inspired by higher 
tracers and it makes you 
want to be better, which 
is always a good thing.  

ACA’s students do park-
our for their own reasons 

and it can be done by 
anybody, all you need is inspired.  

Sources:

 Armstrong, Matthias, 5-2-18, Per-
sonal interview

 Hall, Christian, 5-7-18, Personal 
interview

 Coleman, Benjamin, 5-7-18, Per-
sonal interview

Forge Parkour: Portland Tribune
PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP: JOSEPH GALLIVAN - Forge 
Parkour’s obstacles.

Parkour within ACA

 The United State’s biggest 
market of Oregon Hazelnuts might 
be in danger by new proposed tar-
iffs by China.
 Oregon produces 99% of all 
Hazelnut crops in the U.S and with 
the new applied tariffs, Oregon ha-
zelnut farmers may have something 
to worry about. China proposed a 
new 15% tariff to all hazelnuts that 
are grown in the United States in 
response to Donald Trump’s tariff 
against steel and aluminum. There 
was already a 25% tariff on Hazel-
nuts and with the added 15%, that 
brings up the tariff to 40% on all 
Oregon Hazelnuts.
 In an OPB interview, when 
asked why there is already a 25% 
tariff on Oregon Hazelnuts Terry 
Ross, executive director of the Ha-
zelnut Growers Bargaining Associ-
ation, said he was “not completely 

sure, you would always assume 
that they would have a domestic 
production that we would be inter-
fering with and they were trying to 
protect,” he says. 
 Terry Ross continues to say 
that he couldn’t find anything that 
would cause the tariffs.     
   Dave Miller, a reporter for 
OPB says, “you would think that 
Oregon growers would be really 
upset about this, afterall Oregon is 
basically the entire U.S market for 
Hazelnuts and about 60% of that is 
exported, but growers here basi-
cally shrugged.”
 Tarry Ross states that the 
tariffs are a “blessing in disguise”. 
With the tarrifs, Oregon hazelnuts 
now have a spotlight to draw atten-
tion to their business and address 
the already huge tariff. With the 
amount of attention the Oregon 

Hazelnuts are 
getting, the Chinese Consulate 
has contacted Growers Bargaining 
Association. Terry Ross said that 
the Chinese Consulate were very 
helpful and brought their message 
to Beijing.
 Whether or not the tariffs 
will change, Ross said, “With pro-
duction increasing, we are going to 
look for new markets and if China 
is closed down, we are going to 
look elsewhere” 
 Oregon Hazelnut is a small 
business right now, but its grow-
ing fast, Tarry Ross explains, “ If 
you drive through the Willamette 
Valley, you can’t go through with-
out  seeing hazelnut orchards being 
planted” 
  The Oregon Hazelnut 
industry has a promising future de-
spite the tariffs, and will continue 
to grow across the world.

TARRIFS IMPACT OREGON HAZELNUT FARMERS 
Photo from 
Portraitmagazine.
com

BY CONSTANINE 
VAN SICKLE
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child is given poster size prints 
of the session for a keepsake. 

They offer their services to 
“Any child that is carrying a 
‘heavy burden’ 
whether that is 
serious illness 
(terminal or not) 
chronic illness, 
extreme grief, 
trauma, etc. We 
also offer our 
services to chil-
dren with spe-
cial needs.” says Kylie. Capes 
& Crowns originally started as 
a birthday party photography 
company, but turned shifted 
its focus when Kylie photo-
graphed a little boy who, un-
beknownst to her, had recently 

battled cancer. After Kylie saw 
the impact the photo had on 
families she felt it was meant 
for more and invented “Capes 
& Crowns Foundation.”

     “It abso-
lutely blows 
my mind that 
the foundation 
has turned into 
a full-fledged 
organizat ion 
and has served 
over 100 fami-
lies in our 

short life-span. This year, we 
are on track to triple our cur-
rent service count as we’re in 
the process of introducing our 
National Tour to take our ser-
vices nationwide.” says Kylie 
on what they’ve accomplished.

Praise for Capes & Crowns:  

An anonymous source,  “How 
do I put into words what Capes 
and Crowns means to my fam-
ily? In August they did a photo 
shoot for my Stepdaughter. 
She was going through a re-
ally hard time adjusting to a 
recent custody change and 
with her ADHD and Anxi-
ety she was having a hard 
time expressing her feelings.”

Sources:
Cole, Kylie. Online Interview. 
April 25th, 2018.

Anonymous, Source. Online 
source. April 27th, 2018. 

Young, Stephanie. In-person 
Interview. April 24, 2018.

By RYLIE YOUNG

   On November 22nd, 2015, at 
6 o’clock in the morning, 60,000 
feet in the air, Kylie Cole was on 
the way to meet the cast of the 
TV show, “Arrow”, when she 
had the idea to create the Capes 
& Crowns Foundation. On the 
plane, she dreamt up the entire 
business in an hour and a half, 
it all materialized quite quickly. 

  The Capes & Crowns Foun-
dation is a non-profit organi-
zation that provides “custom 
themed photography experienc-
es to children and families bat-
tling cancer, serious illness, and 

living with special needs with 
the purpose of bringing joy, em-
powerment, uniting families, 
all while providing a healthy 
distraction, allowing these kids 
to just be kids as their imagina-
tions come to life all at no cost 
to qualifying families.” says 
Kylie Cole, CEO and founder.

 There are two types of pho-
to sessions, the INSPIRE and 
Embrace sessions. Including 
Neonatal Intensive, hospice 
and memorial service cover-
age, the Embrace sessions cap-
ture images of tough but monu-
mental moments in families’ 
lives. To preserve memories 
for the families, the photos are 
meant to help with the griev-
ing process the child’s family 
is going through whilst saying 

goodbye to their loved one.

  On a cheerier note, the cus-
tom INSPIRE sessions built 
around the child’s biggest inspi-
ration—superheroes, princesses, 
mermaids, zombies, Jedis, any-
thing they desire. Costumes, 
props, and hair and makeup, 
are all provided by the founda-
tion itself, which zero cost to 
the families. Kylie says, “The 
shoots are so much more than 
just posing for pictures, they 
include sword fighting, danc-
ing, jumping into foam pits 
dressed like ninjas, and much 
more.” All of the photoshoots 
are completely customized to 
each kid’s mobility, communi-
cation, medical, and behavioral 
needs as well as others, and at 
the end of each session, each 

Discovering the Capes & Crowns Foundation

(March 7th, 2018. Holly, has stage 4 Embryonic Rhabdomyosarcoma, a rare children’s cancer. She wanted to be Belle from 
Beauty and the Beast.) Photo Credit: Capes & Crowns

“Kylie took a small 
idea and ran with 

it, bringing Audri’s 
Aurora and Belle 
dreams to life. She 
was so patient and 

made everything feel 
effortless.” 

(March 2nd, 2018. Madison deals with 
Autism Sprectrun Disorder, Sensory 
Processing Disorder, and Global Devel-
opment delays.)
Photo Credit: Capes & Crowns

(January 2nd, 2018. Portland Superheroes Coalition visiting  kids at hospital.)
Photo Credit: Capes & Crowns
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Recalled Romaine?        Mario’s Return to the Theaters
By COLIN HUGHES

     If you just came home from the 
grocery store with a head of romaine 
lettuce, you’d better get rid of it. 
There’s an outbreak of E. coli caus-
ing almost 150 people to fall sick in 
29 states where people eat romaine 
lettuce. A subsequent study between 
March 13th and April 25th of 2018 
showed that romaine lettuce may be 
contaminated with E. coli.
     If you don’t know what E. Coli is, 
basically it’s a form of bacteria that 
normally resides in the intestines of 
humans and other animals, causing 
no harm, but when it contaminates 
food, that’s when it turns deadly and 
can possibly kill you. It most often 
results from eating contaminated 
food or water. Symptoms include 
diarrhea (sometimes blood red), and 
even potential death, unless treated, 
of course.
     The first victim to die from this 
outbreak was in California, after 
eating romaine lettuce grown in the 

Arizona region. Many have been 
hospitalized, some with kidney fail-
ures from the infection.
     Although health officials are still 
investigating the out-break, they 
haven’t pinpointed the source. 
     Attempts to reach the Oregon 
City School District and Oregon 
Health Authority to gather infor-
mation about the local affect were 
unsuccessful as of press time. The 
Oregon City School District nutri-
tion services prepare food for the 
schools’ cafeterias. It is still factual, 
though, that E. coli is one of the 
most life-threatening bacteria 
known to man, and now it’s getting 
into our romaine lettuce.
     Mrs. McCormack runs our 
school’s cooking class, and she said 
that she only used to buy romaine 
lettuce once a year, one year before it 
was recalled. She and her class used 
to cook with it. As for breakfast and 
lunch sold at ACA, romaine lettuce 
doesn’t seem to be used. Any risk to 
ACA students wouldn’t be through 

the school but rather through usage 
at home.
     If you’re going to eat any kind 
of lettuce, please stay away from 
romaine lettuce. If you’re one who 
eats romaine lettuce, you are in dan-
ger.

By COLIN HUGHES

     It was announced that Nintendo was striking a deal 
with Illumination Studios, the company behind De-
spicable Me and the Secret Life of Pets, on January of 
2018, to make a Mario Movie. The release date has yet 
to be determined, though.
     The last time there was a movie about Mario was 
when Super Mario Bros. starring Bob Hopkins and 
John Leguizamo was filmed in 1993. It sold poorly, 
receiving a 4/10 from IMDb and a 2 out of 5 stars, 
which is why some people don’t like this idea. 
     Shigeru Miyamoto, the creator of the Mario fran-
chise had been considering making an animated movie 
for years, and he figured his company could make a 
movie because they thought making a movie was simi-
lar to making a game, even though games are interac-
tive and movies are not, but the process was kind of 
the same. 
     So will this new movie be good or bad? Now, 
obviously, we’re living in a time where animation and 
filming technology is getting better and better so it’s 
probably going to be animated,  which would be a 
huge step from the 1993 live action film where Toad 
was an ordinary human with a guitar and not the short 
and cute, walking, talking mushroom he’s meant to be.
Plus, there have been some video game movies that 
sold pretty well. Pixels, a 2015 movie starring Adam 
Sandler and Kevin James where aliens send down 
real life video game characters to try to destroy Earth, 
received 5.6/10 from IMDb and 3 out of 5 stars which 
may not look that good but is still better that the old 
Mario movie. And Wreck-it-Ralph, an animated Dis-
ney movie taking place in an arcade where a bad guy 
hops from game to game to try to get an award for be-
ing a good guy, got a whopping 7.7/10 from IMDb and 
4 out of 5 stars! It’s even getting a sequel!
     So will this new Mario movie be good? Better? 
Worse? I guess we’ll find out when it hits the theaters.

Firsthand Account
Sidestory
By the way, me and my brother 
used to have E. Coli when we 
were younger. Although not hav-
ing remembered it, it shocked 
my parents a lot when we turned 
out to have it.
We were cured of it, obviously, 
but it was still a devastating mo-
ment.

By COLIN HUGHES

https://www.biocote.com/blog/five-facts-e-coli/

Photo from: https://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ficheiro:Mario_(personagem).png
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Senior Prank 2018
By Faith Burton

 “The origin of my prank 
is actually a funny sto-
ry. Once upon a random 
Christmas celebration, my 
Uncle and Father were 
exchanging stories about 
retiring employee pranks.   
After some time, my un-
cle told a +story about an 
employee at his old work 
who retired several years 
before he joined on. Every 
so often he, or some other 
employee, would come 
across the picture of a par-
ticular old man in some 
obscure location. In fact, 
the office used to keep a 
small wallet photo of him 
on the memo board to 
keep the old man’s prank 
alive every day, only to 
find later during some re-
modeling that the retired 
employee had detached 
the entire memo board, 
and completely covered 
the back and the wall be-
hind it, with hundreds his 
portraits. It was at this mo-
ment that the office real-
ized that this prank was 
far more vast than anyone 
could have possibly imag-

ined.
     It was this story that 
inspired me to scatter my 
image across the school. 
(In fact, there are still a 
few photos that I haven’t 
heard anyone mention 
yet).
      It took me all evening 
and part way into the night 
prior to the actual prank 
night, just to cut out the 
hundreds of yearbook 
wallet portraits that my 
idea required. I entered 
senior prank night with 
four tall stacks of tightly 
rubber banded portraits, 
and a substantial roll of 
blue painting tape (so as 
not to damage the walls). 
Unfortunately, the prank 
was cut off early, and the 
pranks were dismantled 
to the best of the staff’s 
ability due to some unruly 
pranksters who disobeyed 
the guidelines (rightfully 
so). However I did man-
age to hide about one and 
one third stacks that night, 
and some of the photos 
did manage to survive the 
prank-pocalypse.

     The next day, I arrived 
at school as early as possi-
ble, and continued distrib-
uting photos to the best of 
my ability. I actually man-
aged to make it through 
another stack of photos 
before the majority of stu-
dents came in for the day. 
It was at this moment that 
it dawned on me.
     Although the senior 
prank was still actively 
being taken down at the 
time, I knew that the staff 
were no match for the 
overwhelming flood of 
rambunctious students. 
And so I began distribut-
ing the remaining photos 
amongst the masses; in-
stilling chaos and mayhem 
for the rest of the day.
     I guess that also sums 
up who was a part of the 
prank, but to give a de-
finitive answer, the whole 
school was involved with 
the prank. (although I 
must give props to who-
ever dismantled the clocks 
and put my face on the 
hands. That’s some pretty 
good stuff right there).”

With the school year coming to an end, the quickly evolving question is what will the seniors do this year?

     Although the origin of senior pranks are unknown, 
we do know that they are prevalent as ever in schools 
across the globe. In America we call it “Senior Prank,” 
and in Europe and Australia it’s called “muck-up-day.”
     In previous years, the pranks have been unruly, and 
without censorship, these days most schools require 
that a staff member must be present and all prank ac-

tivity must be pre-approved beforehand. Although that 
might ruin the fun of making it a prank, students are 
still getting away with fantastic pranks!   
     In the years previous, Alliance Charter Academy’s 
seniors have pulled off many senior pranks; Justin 
Dille, a 2017 graduate, pulled off one of the most infa-
mous senior pranks ACA has ever had. 


