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‘Never Again’    —ACA Students Walkout

             

Anger and sadness over gun violence in 
America is present even in ACA. This was 
apparent on Wednesday, March 14th when 
roughly thirty-five students walked out of 
class in protest of current gun policy and 
the toll it has taken on our schools.
      The walkout was prompted by the Park-
land school shooting which took place on 
February 14th of this year at Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida 
which killed seventeen people and injured 
17 more. 
     For seventeen minutes, starting at ten 
AM, students stood under the covered area 
in the back of the school. It included sev-
enteen seconds of silence for the seventeen 
students who lost their lives and the deco-
ration of a poster that read “never again”, a 
popular social media hashtag, for the cause 
of changing America’s gun policy.

     
     Tenth grade student Ashton Scott lead 
the moment of silence by saying “Let’s all 
take a moment to put our phones away and 
take seventeen seconds to remember the 
students that were killed.”
     Ninth grade student, Nicole Engelke, 
says she participated in the walkout “be-
cause I believe that our state and federal 
legislators need to do something besides 
‘sending thoughts and prayers’...I cried, 
because it makes me sad (and scared) that 
it costs thousands of people’s lives for the 
government (that is supposed to be protect-
ing us from this stuff) to pay attention to 
the problem that is right under their noses.”
      Abigail Engle, also a freshman, feels 
similarly to Engelke. “I participated in the 
walkout because I believe that there should 
be tougher gun laws. There have been too 

ACA starts college, career program
Editor’s Note: The following story was writ-
ten before the state tournament, where both 
the middle school and high school teams 
lost in the first round.

     Our Middle School OBOB team is going 
to state. Madalena Larkins, Haladar Wright, 
Ben Snyder, Coral Anderson, and Cadence 
Gillespie are going to battle it out against 

all the other regional win-
ners. The team won the 
regional battles on March 
17th. They competed 
against 32 other teams and 
came out on top. The state 
battle is commencing on 

April, 7th, 2018, in Salem, Oregon. This is 
the first time ACA’s Middle School OBOB 
team has gone to state in three years.
     Working since the beginning of the school 
year, our Middle school OBOB team read 
sixteen different books preparing for this 
year’s Oregon Battle of the Books. These 

By OLIVIA SILBERNAGEL

Story continued; see “Walkout” 
page 2

-- See “OBOB,” page 3

     
     Starting next year our school is offering 
a program called the College Career Explo-
ration Program. Rather than applying for 
the ACE program, there is kind of a step-
ping stone opportunity. If you are not ready 
for the whole college experience then the 
CCE program is the right fit for you.
     The CCE program is not set up the way 
the ACE program is where there is a limit 
on amount of seats available. This new 
program’s objective is to serve high school 
students who would benefit from college 
courses offered at the community college 
while still being enrolled as a high school 
student. It is offered to 10th-12th graders, 
and gives  college credits. Students are able 
to go to go to any community college in 
Oregon.
     Student’s responsibilities are to main-
tain a C or better, maintain exemplary at-
tendance and behavior, and communicate 

process in your class directly to your ES on 
a weekly basis.
      When registering for classes the student 
is responsible for going to the college and 
registering for a student account.
     “I know from my ES group, that students 
seem to be glad they can apply to take col-
lege courses-without the commitment of 
the ACE program...I’ve given all my high 
school students applications, I don’t know 
how many will get submitted on time!” 
says Educational Specialist Kathleen Mix-
er-Cantrell
     According to the CCE handbook the pro-
gram permits students to take one class per 
term as part of the program. The first course 
will be paid through student allotment. The 
second and third class will be paid through 
CCE funds up to $427 per class. Funds do 
not run over to the next term, and books are 
not covered under CCE funds. You may use 
ACA allotment for it.
     Students should talk to their Educational 
Specialist if interested, and they will give 
the form needed to be in this program. The 
deadline was April 6th to apply for early 
approval for fall term. Sign ups continue 
into early September.

Calia Lancaster, Larissa Toth and 
Vedavati Wright color a banner made 
by students before the walkout March 
14. The banner used the “Never again” 
motto/hashtag which is popular online. 
Wednesday, March 14.
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advance to state tourney
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many attacks and too many people have 
died,” she says, “I want the president to see 
how many kids care about this, I want him 
to take steps so it never happens again.”
     The walkout was brought to Nic Chap-
in’s attention by 
Amy Romero after 
she and Engle heard 
about it on Insta-
gram.
     “I started talking 
to my friends about 
it, most said yes,” 
says Engle. “Once 
I knew people were 
going participate, my friend and I started 
talking and she went to talk to Nic.”
     During the walkout Julie Swanson, head 
of the English Department and teacher, 
stood with the students instead of the su-
pervising faculty. When asked about this 
decision she says “I stood with the students 
for several reasons. First, as an educator to 
honor the 17 students and teachers who lost 
their lives. Second, as a parent - I do not 

like the fact that this is a reality in the lives 
of my two boys.”
     Danelle Till, an administrator says the 
faculty was concerned about the possibil-
ity of some kind of harm coming to the 

students participat-
ing in the walkout, 
“We wanted to put 
the students behind 
the school. If you 
want to do harm 
and know that stu-
dents are walking 
out of the school at 
ten AM, it is a per-

fect opportunity....we [the faculty at ACA] 
talked about what was needed in terms of 
safety” 
     The school administration was prepared 
for the walkout, says Till.
     “Mr. Chapin went to a meeting with all 
of the principals in our district,” said Till. 
“They discussed the role responsibilities 
of teachers and what teachers could and 
couldn’t do.”

books ranged from titles like “The War that 
Saved My Life” By Kimberly Brubaker 
Bradley, “The Lightning Queen” By Laura 
Resau, to “Fallout” By Gwenda Bond. To 
get ready for their upcoming battle they are 

re-reading their books and going over quiz 
questions that will prepare them to win.
     “At Regionals the team won the chance 
to go to state and bragging rights. Winning 
regionals is a very big accomplishment, 

now they are ready to go on and win state. 
At State they will win a big trophy for the 
school and of course even bigger bragging 
rights.” says Mrs. Brainerd, the Middle 
School OBOB coach. 

“OBOB,” continued from page 1
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     “I believe that our state 
and federal legislators need to 
do something besides ‘sending 
thoughts and prayers.’”

- Nicole Engelke,
ACA Freshman

By Samantha Rands

     The school is getting a new logo. Nic 
Chapin, The Executive Director of 
ACA, sent out a survey to all the 
high school and middle school 
students, parents, and teachers. 
The survey had different logo 
options to vote on from “first 
choice” to “fourth choice.”
     “We [the school’s Admin] 
want a logo...you’ll be proud of,” 
says Danelle Till, the School’s Busi-

ness Manager.
         The logos were designed by Rod 
Sawatsky, a parent at ACA. Sawatsky is 

the Senior Designer at the Portland 
marketing company Pivot Group. 

     The first step is picking a 
logo design without color. Once 
they get the survey results they 
will add color and have the final 

project. Till says she doesn’t 
know when the logo will be re-

leased. The survey was open through 
spring break.

Students and staff to vote on new school logo

old logo

Students, parents, and staff voted over 
the potential new logos. It is not known 
when the new logo will be finalized.

Men and boys support remodel of upstairs bathroom
By CONSTANTINE VAN SICKLE 

A new men’s bathroom may be 
heading your way! With small 
urinals and tiny  stalls, the men’s 
bathroom is in dire need of remod-
eling. 
Nic Chapin is the one behind the 
idea of remodeling the bathroom 
saying, “It’s a bathroom meant 
for elementary students, and high 
school students are using it. It’s 
like 50-70 years old. It definitely 
needs a remodel.”
Students at ACA are also in support 
of getting a remodel, with one say-
ing that the men’s bathroom needs 
more privacy and another student 

saying that the men’s bathrooms 
are ugly and old fashioned. 
With the large amount of men in 
support of a new bathroom, will it 
actually happen?
Well, maybe. Nic Chapin states 
that “procuring the money for the 
project” might be the hard part. He 
says, “first we need to know the 
scale of the remodel, and then we 
can determine whether this remodel 
is doable.” 
Danelle Til, who is the finance 
director of ACA, explains that 

the funds for the bathroom will 
probably be coming from the PAT 
budget, but when asked about the 
PAT funds funding the project, 
Nic Chapin states that nothing is 
definite.  
Will ACA get a re-modeled men’s 
bathroom? Probably, with the 
overwhelming support from staff, 
students, and parents for the idea,  
ACA will most likely see a re-
modeled men’s bathroom in the 
near future. The only question left 
is: how soon? 

Elementary OBOB team makes round of sixteen
By VICTOR HEIMBIGNER
     This is a competion for the kids who 
don’t love sports and do love books.  The 
elementary Oregon Battle of the Books 
(OBOB) team was run by Mary Coleman 
this year, it was her first time to do this and 
most of the students’ first times as well.
     The students all met on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays in the library at lunch time, and 
during this time they studied the books and 
read them over and over preparing them-
selves for the tournament.
     There are sixteen books that are read by 
the kids; “Blast-off!” by Nate Bell,  “The 
Case of the Case of Mistaken Identity” by 
Mac Barnett,  “Dash” by Kirby Larson, 
“The Door by the Staircase” by Katherine 
Marsh,  “Ella Enchanted” by Gail Carson 
Levine,  “EllRay Jakes the Recess King” 
by Sally Warner,  “Esperanza Rising” by 
Pam Munoz Ryan,  “I Survived the Erup-
tion of Mount St. Helens 1980,”  “Master-
piece” by Elise Broach,  “My Life in Dog 
Years” by Gary Paulsen,  “Mystery on Mu-
seum Mile” by Marcia Wells,  “Poppy” by 
Avi, “The Red Pencil” by Andrea Davis 
Pinkney,  “We the Children” by Andrew 
Clements,  “Wild Life” by Cynthia DeFe-
lice, “Wild Wings” by Gill Lewis.
     According to Mary Coleman, these 
books are read by each student many times 
and it excites their reading habits by hav-
ing them continue reading these books they 
are wanting to read more and more which 

is giving them motivation and excitement 
to read.
     If students wanted to go to state they 
would have to go through qualifications in 
order to go to the tournament because only 
a limited amount of players can go.  Some 
students just wanted to read and not go to 
state which made it easier to get most stu-
dents into the tournament.  The team made 
it to third out of fifty one teams in pool play.
     There are sixteen questions, eight are 
on specific things in the book and the other 

eight are questions for which book it was 
in.  
   The team made it to third place in pool 
play, but was first eliminated in bracket 
play. 
     The kids had a fun time competing and 
some love reading more than they did be-
fore according to Mary Coleman’s obser-
vations. Mary Coleman wishes to do this 
again, she had a great time with the stu-
dents and wishes to improve their skills 
every year. 

“Walkout,” continued from page 1

Photo courtesy of Lori Rux

The Elementary OBOB team poses at the regional tournament held at Mt. Hood 
Community College, from left to right, Elias Lawer, Silas Neumayer, Sam Rux, 
Coach Mary Coleman, Levi Reynolds, Sophia Irvine, Wyatt Snyder.



Family initiates art showcase event
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By RYLIE YOUNG

     This year, to view and applaud all the efforts of students, 
ACA is hosting a showcase night for students to show 
off the art they have made in their classes throughout the 
school year. 
     Tara McLaughlin and her daughter Aila are organizing 
the Art Night so you can share your favorite pieces of art 
on Thursday, April 12th in the Gym at 4 o’clock. Tara and 

Aila are also working with the Music Department to feature 
musical groups.
     According to the poster, the art you share doesn’t have 
to be your own, it could be done by another artist or an 
original, it can be any medium or style. “If you love it, it’s 
worth sharing.” is the tagline. 
     There is a family dinner  provided by the staff at 5:00 
pm and completely free. Carla Calhoun says they are trying 
a "Chili Cook-Off" and the chili will be judged by the PAT 
(Parent Action Team) officers, although everyone can try it, 
and a winner will be declared that evening. 
     All families are welcome and all art is welcome to join 
the Art Night on April 12th, “It should be a super fun eve-
ning!” says Carla Calhoun.

By KENZIE WATERMAN
     
     Megan Coggins our school counselor and teacher 
of the Becoming Me class just had her baby, Samuel 
James Coggins (Sammy). She has been on maternity 
leave since March 12th and will be gone the remainder  
of the school year. Coggins’ plan, while she’s gone, is to 
spend some time with her family and new baby. 
     Before Coggins left she spoke with her  students she 
saw regularly and explained that they can find someone 
they trust, like an ES, teacher, etc, if they need to talk.
“Students have the option of talking with their ESes, 
if they need support or want to talk,” said Megan Cog-
gins, “My office is also available if students would like 
a place to speak with a staff member and take a break. 
A staff member needs to be present if a student would 
like to use my office though.” Students can also email 
her at  megancoggins@aca.k12.or.us, but she may not 
reply right away due to her being very busy with her 
new baby. 
     Several students were wondering if there would be 
a substitute counselor for the remaining amount of the 
school year. According to our head director, Nic Chapin 
there will not be. 
     “For the student support side there’s not. It’s really 
hard to get a sub in that position for what is essentially 
2 months and the hardest part about it is a new person 
coming in just wouldn’t know our kids, our students. 
So, it would take awhile for them to be able to know 
them, know what some of their challenges are, them 
trying to intervene, the timeline didn’t really match up.” 
     Coggins is planning on returning next fall and con-
tinuing to work more with students.

By COLIN HUGHES

On March 8th, 2018, Nintendo announced two things at 
once; a new Smash game, and one of the most anticipated 
characters making an appearance. Nintendo fans watched the 
Super Smash Bros. Switch reveal trailer and began jumping 
all over the place, screaming with excitement. After all, ac-
cording to many, 2017 and 2018 were Nintendo’s best years; 
The Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild was one of best 
Zelda games, receiving an 8.5 out of 10 from GameSpot and 
a Game of the Year award. Super Mario Odyssey, a game 
that got a 10 out of 10 by IGN Entertainment and a Best 
Family Game award, brought back the beloved sandbox-
style gameplay missed from Super Mario 64 and Sunshine. 
And the amount of third party support for the Switch is very 
large, with games like NBA, Skyrim, Dark Souls, Minecraft, 
and more.
     The Direct video had several game announcements that 
were pretty surprising; a Luigi’s Mansion remake for the 
Nintendo 3DS, Crash Bandicoot N Sane Trilogy for the 
Switch, even Undertale for the Switch! But what really 
caused almost everybody watching it to go full-on monkey 
mode was when they reached the last announcement of the 
video and saw the Inkling girl from Splatoon encounter the 

Smash Bros. smash ball for the first time. 
     It was announced that this new Smash game was coming 
out this year, 2018. No one is sure exactly when this year, 
but it’s still good, especially when you consider that Smash 
4 took almost 2 years to develop because it had to be ported 
across the Nintendo 3DS and the not-AS-successful Wii U. 
And it’s going on the Switch, one of the best-selling Nin-
tendo systems.
     We’re still not sure whether this new installment is going 
to be a new game or a port of Smash 4, but one thing’s for 
sure, Link was seen sporting his design from Breath of the 
Wild, instead of the Twilight Princess design that was used 
in both Brawl and Smash 4. Plus, the design of the logo was 
a little different, appearing in a sequence similar to Melee, 
where the black letters stretch as they appear, return to nor-
mal, and then stabilize. And they’re both fast, appearing like 
that in a couple nanoseconds. 
     Overall, Super Smash Bros. Switch is a big thing and a 
whole lot of people are excited about it. There isn’t much we 
know about it yet, but they will announce more of it soon. 
Nintendo also announced that there would be an invitation-
al Super Smash Bros. Switch and Splatoon 2 tournament 
sometime around June so we’ll probably know more about 
it by then.

News Story by Faith Burton 

In 2018, as one of the few male dancers 
at Classical Ballet Academy, opportu-
nities arise frequently. On January 20 
2018, Luke went to Seattle with his 
friend and CBA ballet dancer Natazia 
Head, to audition for Utah’s distin-
guished ballet school, Ballet West. A 
few weeks later, Luke was accepted 
into ArtEmotion, an extension of Ballet 
West, and asked to come to Cleveland 
Ohio to take their two-week Pre-Pro-
fessional Summer Intensive Program. 
     Although he was accepted into Ar-
tEmotion, unfortunately doesn’t mean 

it's free. Financially, Luke is currently 
halfway to his goal of approximately 
$2,500. This includes airfare, food, 
housing and everything he’ll need for 
the two weeks he’s 
in Ohio. 
     Luke is in his 
second year at 
the pristine ballet 
school Classical 
Ballet Academy 
(CBA). As previ-
ously reported, in 
2016, Luke was 
invited by Natazia 
to join her at CBA. 
Slightly weary 
about the prospects ahead of him, Luke 
decided to jump at the opportunity.
     “I had no idea what it was going 
to be like, I just decided to try it and I 
liked it, even though it was hard,” said 
Luke.  

     When asked about Luke’s opportu-
nity to go to Ohio, Luke’s parents said 
“We absolutely support him, it will be 
a great growing and learning experi-

ence. It's going 
to teach him in-
dependence, self 
confidence, self 
discipline and ex-
posure to different 
dance cultures of 
the school. It will 
give him life en-
richment, through 
experience and 
create great new 

memories.”
      Support Luke financially by email-
ing him at faithburton@hotmail.com 
or by going to his GoFundMe link at 
gofundme.com/lukeburton and you can 
donate there. 

By TAYLOR YOUNGER
   
     Did you know ACA has 
a yearbook? Our yearbooks 
range from twenty three dol-
lars to thirty dollars. When 
you purchase your yearbooks 
there are two blank pages for 
you to design your very 
own pages to keep 
those school 
m e m o r i e s 
forever. 
              Mr. Lan-
caster’s class 
of only a dozen 
students spend all 
school year long 
developing the year-
book. Students from 
this class spend the first 
semester taking photos o f 
various classes, learning how 
to edit their own pictures and 
learning basic photography 
skills. These students also get 
to choose which photos get put 
into the yearbook and which 
don’t based off of their sec-
tion editors’ choice. The sec-
tion editor is in charge of their 
own section team. The teams 
are focused on classes such as 
math, science, music, ect.  

     Close to the second semes-
ter is when they start to actu-
ally develop the yearbook and 
start designing pages.   
     The Yearbook class uses the 
digital publisher and website 
called TreeRing. Even at the 
beginning of summer break 

when everyone is enjoy-
ing their summer vaca-
tion certain yearbook 
students come into 
school to put the fi-
nal touches on the 
book to be print-
ed and sent off.  
Senior Faith 
Burton said 
“ creating a 

yearbook truly is a 
team effort. I enjoy the com-

munity and work that the class 
puts into making and design-
ing the yearbook.”
     To order our school’s 
yearbook go to treering.com 
and use the activation code 
(1014436507022346) and fol-
low the steps. Yearbooks can 
be ordered anytime, but the 
customizable pages has to be 
ordered and complete by June 
21. Books will be delivered to 
ACA in early August.      

The event, held April 12, coincided with 
a chili cook-off amongst staff as a way to 
feed and celebrate family volunteers.

Sophomore Luke Burton 
is trying to raise funds to 
attend intensive summer 
dance program in Ohio.

Megan Coggins’ return plan Class prepares yearbook

Luke the ballerino going to Cleveland?

Nintendo announces new Smash game, delights fans

Support Burton finan-
cially by emailing him 

at faithburton@hotmail.
com, or by going to his 
GoFundMe link at go-

fundme.com/lukeburton 
and you can donate there. 



One of a Kind

Alliance Charter Academy 
is a one of a kind school. 
In the days that are to come 
and the ones that have been, 
schools in America and even 
in the world have come close, 
but have never been what 
ACA is. 

Eleven years ago, I was just a 
small little girl, shy, and curi-
ous.  I was 
the little girl 
sitting on 
my Aunt’s 
lap in the 
back of the 
classroom in 
the school 
which ACA 
was born 
from, Linkup. “I remember 
how intrigued you were with 
Devon’s science class when 
you popped in with me at 

Linkup” my aunt, Diana Fer-
guson, said. Linkup eventu-
ally faded out and when I was 
in 2nd grade Alliance Charter 
Academy was created. 

Intended to be family focused 
and designed for individual 
needs, Alliance Charter was 
the perfect fit for my family. 
I remember walking the halls 
and being my shy self; I tried 

to stay invis-
ible to what 
and who was 
around me. 
The whirlwind 
of posters and 
colors tacked 
to the walls, 
trying to com-
pensate for the 

dark halls that were Eastham 
Elementary. Backpacks, blan-
kets, and moms with babies 
lined the hallway floors. The 

brisk smell of fresh clay and 
paint from the art classes I 
loved. To the small second 
grader I was, a loud and in-
timidating amount of people 
that filled the cafeteria. All 
these things and more make 
what ACA was and, to this 
day, still is.

My aunt, Diana Ferguson, 
helped administer the grant 
and watch over the finances 
for the first year of ACA. I 
asked her what she liked 
about the school, and why 
she believed in it. 

“The girls liked it better 
than traditional schools. 
The benefit was being able 
to tailor their education to 
who they are and how they 
learned,” Ferguson said.

I loved having my Aunt and 
Cousins at school, they were 
my “safety net.” The fact that 
my cousins, who were three 
and five years older than 
me, could go to the same 
school, made my life so 
much better. When my 
mom would be in class 
with my younger brother, 
and I didn’t have a class I 
would go into my aunt’s 
office, get into her secret 
stash of Cheez-its, and 
sit under her desk while I 
ate them. Contentedness 
would wash over me, 
and everyone who would 
come in the office would 
either not know I’m there 
or smile a cheesy grin in 
my direction. They never 
gave two thoughts to it 
being weird, or why I wasn’t 
in class, no, it was just ACA.  

In public schools, you are a 
number in the crowd, you 
probably don’t get all your 
needs met, you may not get 
the help you need and there 
is probably some “not nice 
people” around you.  In ACA 
you are seen, heard and have 

value. If you have a need and 
if there’s any way possible 
to meet it, it will be met. If 
you’re struggling, teach-

ers, parents and the students 
around you will lift you up, 
bring you along side of them 
and push forward with you. 

As graduation comes closer, 
I find myself trying to soak 
in the atmosphere of ACA. 
The sounds, smells, and most 
of all the people. Everyone 
at ACA truly is a family. 

I’ve grown up with many of 
them, and I value the time 
teachers, and parents have 
put in to my life. When I 

think about going from 
a “scheduled” life for 
the past twelve years, to 
graduating and being on 
my own, I get kind of 
freaked out, but I know 
everything will work out 
for the best.

Who knew, eleven years 
later, that shy, timid, 
small girl sitting on her 
Aunt’s lap would grow 
up to conquer the chal-
lenges she faced, change 
her perspective for the 
better, and be morphed 
by Alliance Charter 
Academy.  When you 

hear someone say that ACA 
is “Child Centered, Parent 
Guided, Teacher Supported”, 
you need to believe it. Teach-
ers are here because they 
want to be, parents are here 
because they love the kids, 
and the students will wel-
come you with arms wide. 

“The girls liked it better 
than traditional schools. 
The benefit was being 

able to tailor their educa-
tion to who they are and 

how they learned” - 
Diana Ferguson 

Personal Opinion Personal Opinion

“Child Centered, Parent Guided, Teacher Supported” 
- ACA Motto

By Faith Burton
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Opinions/Editorials Opinions/Editorials
school building is not set up for 
more classes. “We work in the 
cores [language arts, math, sci-
ence, social studies] first, we’re 
constrained with electives by 
space…” says Chapin. According 
to Chapin, the administration pri-
oritizes classes that parents may 
be challenged to teach at home 
such as math. With limited space, 
budget, and personnel, finding the 
classes that people want and need 
the most is key to a functional 
schedule. “Everyone wants as 
many classes as possible, but the 
classes that get filled up are our 
cores...it’s a balancing act...we do 

 Elective options at ACA 
can seem fairly limited, especially 
for high school students. How-
ever, it is important for potentially 
frustrated students and families to 
understand why electives at ACA 
are not as comprehensive as are 
offered at traditional schools.
 Elective courses are im-
portant for a well rounded educa-
tion. The state of Oregon requires 
high school students to take a 
minimum of six elective credits 
over four years to graduate with 
a “standard diploma.” However, 
according to Nic Chapin, the 
Executive Director of ACA,  “The 
on site program was never built to 
be a comprehensive program...It 

wasn’t meant for students to take 
all of their classes on site,” ACA 
was never necessarily meant to 
satisfy every high school require-
ment.
 Not only was ACA’s 
program never intended to be 
comprehensive; the Park Place 

“Everyone wants as 
many classes as possi-

ble, but the classes that 
get filled up are our 

cores...it’s a balancing 
act...we do our best to 
make a schedule that 

works best for our stu-
dents.” - Nic Chapin

Understanding Electives 
at ACA
By OLIVIA SILBERNAGEL

to come from somewhere.” How-
ever, on site electives in combina-
tion with outside vendor services 
seems to be enough for students. 
 In fact, according to a 
recent survey conducted on high 
school students at ACA, twelve 
out of seventeen students feel that, 
in past years, ACA has offered a 
wide enough range of electives 
to fit what they need. “Person-
ally I feel like I have more than 
enough electives to choose from. 
My interests may not be the same 
as everyone else, but as a student 
musician and actor, I feel like I 
have plenty of electives provid-
ed,” says Ash Scott, a Freshman at 
ACA.
 The amount of electives 
offered at ACA may seem lim-
ited, but the school itself endorses 
broadening horizons outside of the 
school building itself. The admin-
istration works hard to give stu-
dents what they need on campus, 
but gives them the tools to look 
elsewhere. 

Student Voices: 
“Although I like the electives 

offered, I would like more of a 
variety.” - Nicole Engelke
“More art classes for high 

school” - Anonymous  
“I’m in college so I took electives 

there” - Anonymous 
“The elective options offered at 

ACA pale in comparison to other 
schools, but it’s easily supple-

mented by the ACE program. If 
you want a typical high school 
experience, it’s lacking” - Anna 

Krieske 
“ACA seems pretty packed with 
electives as is, especially in the 
music department.” - Ash Scott 
“I feel that there should be more 
academic electives offered, and 
classes/electives that will teach 
you skills that you will actually 

need and will use in your day-to-
day life.” - Nicole Engelke 

Kathryn Taggart (sixth grade) and Mad-
elyn Griffiths (ninth grade) working on 
cardboard sculptures in Painting & Sculp-
ture. Throughout the year students work 
with many media to create different types 
of art. Mar. 13, 2018

Aquilina Larkins (ninth grade), Rebecca Olson (eighth grade), Allison Jackson (eighth 
grade), Nataile Ramsey (eighth grade), and Anika Shubin (tenth grade) practicing 
harmonizing in Choir II. Choir II is taught by Margie Phillips, who also teaches a wide 
variety of classes including Choir, Drums, PE, and Piano Monday, March 13.

Erin Holman, a teacher and ES, 
has decided to take a break from 

teaching the Tap classes. Hol-
man has been teaching tap for 
ten years in ACA and says she 

will most likely resume teaching 
the classes in the future, “it feels 

more like a break than a com-
plete stop...I want to fundraise to 
repair the stage while not dam-
aging it further.” She says that, 
so far, no students have voiced 
disappointment but she’s “had 
a few parents and co-workers 

voicing theirs.” 
Overall Holman says “I taught 

the class for ten years and really 
just needed a break.”

For full story and sources see 
theacacharter.com

our best to make a schedule that 
works best for our students,” said 
Nic Chapin.
 If ACA does not provide 
classes that interest a student on 
site, they are allowed to turn to 
outside vendors to satisfy their 
elective requirements. Allotment 
money may be used to purchase 
classes or curriculum from outside 
sources such as dance studios or 
music teachers. Jill Mohr, Associ-
ate Director at ACA, says  families 
are welcomed to suggest vendors 
if they find one that meets their 
needs, “The vendor must then 
meet certain criteria in order to 
become an ‘accepted’ vendor. ”
 One roadblock to finding 
vendors may be the twenty per-
cent limit. Only twenty percent 
of one year’s allotment can go 
towards outside vendors. Accord-
ing to Danelle Till, business man-
ager at ACA, “Allotment money 
has a lot to do with fake money...
the limit was a way of trying to 
control the cost, the money has 

Kylie Lewis (eleventh grade) using Maya to make a 3D animation in “ACA’s Maker” 
Lab class. Students in Maker Lab work with various computer programs as well as on 
physical projects such as 3D and vinyl printing. Thursday, March 8.

Madelyn Griffiths (ninth grade) also in 
Painting & Sculpture. Mar. 13, 2018
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ACA Admin. ACA Admin.

The process of making a master schedule and a course catalog for a school is a huge project. Here are 
some of the people who worked behind the scenes at ACA and all about how hard they work and how 
much they care about meeting the needs of their students.

Director Nic Chapin says he’s excited about when their teachers teach courses that they absolutely love 
teaching and do a great job with. He says the course catalogs are a work in progress. He also says that, 
for the curriculum, they’re doing a great job finding the right way to educate kids of all kinds and make 
sure they get good grades.

He also says that what it takes to create a master schedule is to hear out any new class proposals that 
teachers have and decide whether or not it fits. Then they start to build from scratch. They try to offer as 
many electives as they can, but also consider their budget, the amount of available hours, etc. They also 
can’t put in courses that either result in serious injury or don’t fit in with their curriculum in some way. 
Recommendation and revisal is necessary, though, and they will have to constantly adjust the schedule in 
the process, which takes a long time.

Mrs. Kindler-Gaines, Associate Director, says she likes how the curriculum at ACA is set up; families 
have the freedom to choose what classes to take, and to take classes that build up the students’ strengths. 
She thinks that the amount of classes available is a great way to help the student learn better. They have 
a wide variety of courses. The way she put it was great; “...we are always looking to have the right mix 
of classes for students of all ages and we are also excited when our teachers propose new courses that we 
are all able to offer our students so they may be able to learn something new.” 

Sultana Johansen, the office manager, says she doesn’t know a whole lot about next year’s classes, but 
when the course catalogs for next year are fin-
ished they’ll have clear descriptions about the 
courses available. She doesn’t know a lot about 
the curriculum, either, but she does know that 
they work hard to find the right education for 
their students.

Mrs. Nelson is the compliance officer and says 
they are just getting started to go through the 
proposals for new courses. She also says that 
the course catalogs will be completed after they 
look at the proposals made by the teachers, and 
once they get enough information they will have 
them completed.

Have you ever wondered what went on behind 
the scenes when your school made a schedule?

Mrs. Nelson working in the Registrar’s Office. Sultana Johansen working in the Main Office.

Mr. Chapin speaking to Journalism 
Class.

 “...we are always looking to 
have the right mix of classes for 
students of all ages and we are 
also excited when our teachers 
propose new courses that we are 
all able to offer our students so 
they may be able to learn some-
thing new.” 

- Mrs. Kindler-Gaines, 
Associate Director
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craft, a 5-12th class, taught by Deborah Brenner. 
The class creates the set, props, and anything 
else the performance needs to be successful. If 
all works out well, next year may see a change. 
     “I did put in a proposal for an elementary stage 
art, rather than just having one stagecraft like we’ve 
had the last several years, I’ll be dividing it, 3-6th 
is stage art and 7-12th is stagecraft,” says Deborah, 
“If it gets approved, the younger ones will focus 
more on the art part of it. Maybe, making things 
to decorate the lobby and stage, or possibly things 
to sell as a fundraiser... So, they would be more 
art focused and the stagecraft would be more stage 
focused, where we can hopefully focus on build-
ing things and maybe making some of the more 
complicated set pieces and painting backdrops.”

 

Brenner also teaches another class, Graphic Nov-
els. When Anne Paris quit, halfway through this 
school year, and Deborah Brenner took over the 
class. This semester they are working on their per-
sonal memoirs with comic book style illustrations.

 Lastly,  for grades 7-12th, there  is   Drama 
Club taught by Paul Angelo. Drama Club has 
a vendor organization is running it, a vendor is 
someone offering their services to the school but 
is not staff. Since they are not staff, the school 
is unable to subsidize the cost for the students, 

hence it is an expensive class. Not to mention 
how much commitment it requires from both teach-
er and students, but the kids are devoted! “I enjoy 
Drama Club because it is a nice relief from the 
normal atmosphere of school. It isn’t a very formal 
learning environment, so everybody feels at ease 
and happy,” says Haladar Wright “I look forward to 
Drama because I can state my opinions without fear 
of being judged. I also feel that Paul’s aura is just 
relaxing, whether he’s dropping interesting facts, 
making jokes, or helping you interpret a line. It is 
always nice leaving all of my core classes as a thing 
of the past and just working to produce a good play.

Sources:
Angelo, Paul. Personal Interview. March 8th 2018.
Brenner, Deborah. Personal interview. March 8th 2018.
Chapin, Nic. Personal interview. March 7th 2018.
Hall, Darla. Personal interview. March 6th 2018.
Ingham, Todd. Personal interview. March 6th 2018.
Meier, Lily. Email interview. March 17th 2018.
Till, Danelle. Email interview. March 14th 2018.
Wright, Haladar. Email Interview March 18th 2018.

Art & Drama

By RYLIE YOUNG
ACA Arts and Dramas

   Art Explorers, Drawing and Print-
making, Drama Club, and Illustra-
tion Storytelling; these are just some 
of the art and drama classes offered 
to students at ACA. Schedules are re-
leased in April, and teachers have 
turned in their class proposals. So, 
what classes are teachers proposing 
for next year’s art/drama department?  

   Art Explorers with Todd Ingham 
and Exploring through Printmaking 
with Kathryn Toth are the classes offered 
to younger children. Art Explorers is a relatively 
new class for Ingham, he stepped up to teach the 
class when our former art teacher, Anne Paris, quit 
at the end of the first semester. “I’m teaching all 
grade levels right now. Which is kind of exciting 
because younger kids really share what they know 
readily,” says Ingham. Ingham usually teaches art 
classes for higher grades, such as Sculpture/Paint-
ing or Drawing/Printmaking, both 6-12th; how-
ever, he is hoping to continue all his classes, in-
cludding the new ones and perhaps another one.

 Ingham is hoping to have an 
art workshop next year, where 
students can come in and work 
on any area of art they wish 
to continue pursuing and In-
gham will offer his help. Al-
though there is a prerequisite: 
you must have already taken 
one of his classes in previous 
years before joining the art workshop. 
     The art classes all differ in the content be-
ing taught, however Ingham says “I like go-

ing over the fundamentals. Basically, shape, 
form, line, color, texture, and using those 
things in a way that’s balanced, proportional, and 
thinking in terms of composition, composing a 
piece, design, and probably most importantly, en-
couraging students to develop their own style.”
Kathryn Toth, who teaches Exploring through Print-
making and various other classes such as Spanish 
Club says “I love teaching here at ACA because 
the kids have a curiosity and creativity that are 
usually crushed in the traditional school system.”   

   Moving up, we have Drama 
Junior,  a 1-8th-grade class co-
taught by Darla Hall and her sis-
ter, Deborah Brenner. Each year 
Drama Junior performs a play, 
usually musicals,  some time in 
February. Some of the perfor-
mances in past years included 
“Wizard of Oz,” “Peter Pan,” 

“Charlie and the Chocolate Factory Jr,” “Annie 
Jr,” “Cinderella kids,” and “Alice in Wonderland.”

  Along with Drama Junior, there is also Stage-

 THE FUTURE OF ACA’S ART          AND DRAMA DEPARTMENT

“I love how fun and wel-
coming it is. It has also 
taught me so much about 
drama and how to be a 

better performer.”
-Lily Meier

“I love working with the 
kids come in as shy first-
timers and see them turn 

into amazing performers.”
-Darla Hall

(Paul Angelo’s Drama Club is going over the day’s agenda before 
running though their play again. They’re preparing for their perfor-
mance on May 4th and 5th.)

(Todd Ingham leads the Art Explorers class in making mosaics out of ripped paper 
shreds, at 10 am in the art room.) 

(Deborah Brenner’s Stagecraft meeting shortly after their play.)
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English and World Languages English and World Languages

teachers and starts building 
the Master Schedule. 
When building it, 
core classes always 
come first. Then they 
fit in as many elec-
tives as they can. This 
process is difficult 
because ACA has 395 
people all on their 
own schedule and 
the schedule builders 
don’t want to sched-
ule two classes at the 
same time that would 
cause conflict in many 
schedules. 

A big factor for the students 
and parents is the allotment. 
ACA has a system where al-
lotment increases each year 
with grade. This is due to the 
way that the school is in-
tended to operate, par-
ents homeschool their 
kids at home more fre-
quently in the younger 
grades and less and less 
as they get older. How 
much allotment a stu-
dent needs varies because 
everyone has their own 
unique schedule. For any 
overages of allotment, parents 
pays out of pocket. ACA can 
also provide a scholarship or 
offer a payment plan.  

The teachers here at ACA are 
utilizing all their expertise and 
credentials. Mrs. Sanderson, 
teacher of Developing au-

thors- Grades K-2 and Grades 
3-5, and Middle School 
Speech - Grades 6-8, says, “I 
have a degree in English, a 
Master in Teaching degree, 

and am almost 
done with a Master of Fine 
Arts in Creative Writing. I feel 
that my skills and experience 
with both teaching and writing 
are well utilized in the courses 

I teach.” Having teachers that 
love what they do and have 
the choice to do what they 
want is how ACA is built. 

This creates a great 
environment for the 
students. 

ACA has always been 
family focused and 
student oriented all 
while having teachers 
that love to do what 
they do. “Our teach-
ers get paid 60 to 80 
percent of what nor-
mal school teachers 

get but have benefits 
like not working on Friday, 
and getting to go home right 
after they are done.” Says 
Danelle Till,  ACA’s Busi-
ness Manager. This just goes 
to show that the teachers here 
love what they do and are all 
for the students they teach. 

ACA’s language and ELA 
department is strong offering 
classes that students want 
and teachers want to teach. 
Of course a new language 
class would be fun but at 
this time what we have 

will suffice. Keep a lookout 
for the new schedule coming 
out for next school year, and 
keep a lookout for new classes 
that you might enjoy. 

New Languages 
Coming to ACA?

By LUKE BURTON

Throughout the years ACA 
has offered a variety of lan-
guages and English language 
arts (ELA) classes. There 
have been different language 
classes ranging from French, 
Spanish, and American Sign 
Language, although most 
have disappeared due to lack 
of staffing. “We are open to 
new languages it just depends 
on teachers and proposals.” 
said Nic Chapin, Principal of 
ACA. “For other languages 
students can go to CCC, BYU, 
or private tutors.” Sadly ACA 
will not be offering any new 
languages this upcoming year.

On the side of ELA, most 
classes stay the same un-
less we get a new teacher or 
a prior teacher decides they 
want to start a new adventure. 
Sometimes teachers decide to 
switch classes. For example 

Mr.Wynne is teaching Modern 
World History this year but 
next year he will be teaching 
High School Social Studies. 
Another factor, for teachers, 
that goes into offering a class 
is the cost. Depending on the 
class the cost will be more 
or less than other classes. 
When a teacher proposes a 
class they find what the cost 
of every hour is. This means 
the price of the classroom and 
the teacher, the curriculum 
used, and the materials they 
need for that 
class. A factor 
for the school is 
core classes cost 
more for the 
school. Espe
cially classes 
like Language 
arts that require 
a lot of extra 
preparation by 

the teacher outside of class 
hours.

Each language and ELA class 
also has to fit in the Master 
Schedule. Master Schedule 
building is a year long pro-
cess that builds the schedule 
each year. In December and 
January the teachers have 
to propose courses for their 
subject. In February the board “I think children want to be 

engaged in their learning, to 

feel that they are gaining com-

petence and skills, and to feel 

proud of their accomplish-

ments. Good thing this is also 

exactly what they need!”

-Sarah Sanderson

“Mrs.Kohl’s middle school class listening to Rock the Countries, where they learn the 
names of the countries and capitals of South America through a “rap” rhythmic song.”

“Judson Ziehl making silly faces during Mrs. Kohl’s Middle School 
Spanish lesson, on Wednesday, February 14th, 2018.”

“Speaking only in Spanish, Mrs. Kohl teaches her Middle 
School Spanish class on Wednesday, February 14th, 2018.”

Story continued on 
next page

Story continued from 
last page 
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Alliance Charter Academy Math Department 
By Kenzie Waterman

It’s almost time to choose students classes for 
next year! The math department offers vari-
ous different choices to help support every 
student’s learning style. There are 12 different 
math classes and 4 separate math lab classes 
if students  need extra help. All math classes  
start at 5th grade and go up to 12th.

There are new math opportunities coming ev-
ery year!  Multiple teachers have proposed new 
classes to teach next year as well as continuing 
to teach the same classes as this year.   

Every year around January teachers have the 
opportunity to purpose new classes that they 
would like to teach next year. Their proposal 
will go into consideration and if the school 
thinks it is a good idea, enough students will 
sign up for it, and if we have the budget for it 
they will put it in the new class schedule for 
next year. 

“I proposed to get a once a week fam-
ily math they call it but its gonna focus on 
games that kids can play to help reinforce 
learning the skill or practice the skill it’s 
more for practice. For instance maybe 
they’re working on simplifying fractions, 
maybe they’re working on multiplication, 
what the idea is to give them games or ac-
tivities to reinforce whatever they’re learn-
ing.” Said David Toth

All of our teacher have lots of experience.
David Toth, one of the elementary math 
teachers, has been teaching math for 18 
years.
The school Toth worked at previously was 
socially, economically at the bottom, all 
their scores were dire and kids were not 
learning. They underwent about 10 years of 
transformation, whereas a school all they did 
was apply what worked, so they took effec-
tive practices that helped kids learn. One of 
the areas they did really well in was in math. 
So, over several years they went from being 
the lowest performing schools to tieing and 
sometimes beating the highest performing 

school in the district. They 
just had a lot of success in 
that area. “So, when I came 
here because I homeschool 
as well as I had all this 
math experience and expe-
rience in turning schools 
around in this way, they in-
terested in this job for me. 
So, it kinda started there, 
but slowly became what it 
is today.” Said Toth

Deborah Whittet, one of the high school math 
teachers, says she changes up the ways she 
teaches every year, depending on the who’s 
in the class and what 
they need. Whittet has 
been teaching for 37 
years, she has taught at 
Clackamas Community 
College (CCC), Concor-
dia University, and did 
her student teaching at 
Tigard High School. “ I 
always knew I wanted 
to be a teacher but, I 
didn’t know I wanted to teach math.
 I thought I was gonna be a 
elementary teacher but I had trouble 
with math in high school and I to 
really really work hard at it and by 
the time I finished all my high school 
math classes I realized gosh I feel like 
I understand this enough that I could 
maybe teach it and so that’s kinda 
what started me going down the
path of math education for high 
school “

Math

 Each teacher is great at under   
 standing and helping because  
 everyone has a time when they 
 don’t understand something, 
 math can be very confusing. 
 Some parents also choose to 
 teach math at home like Amy 
 Purcell, a mother of 3 kids ages 
 17, 11 and 9.  “I like it, it gets 
 me involved to see where 
 they’re at and we get to solve it
 together.”

Math department staff make recommendations 
on which math class they think a student should 
sign up for based on where they think that 

 student is in their math 
 education. Students would have
 to  indicate  readiness by 
 demonstrating
 proficiency in placement tests, 
 in  order to override those 
 recommendations. 

 

“I very much enjoy the class 
that I am in right now. My 
teacher is understanding of 
my personal difficulties and 

mental challenges which I am 
grateful for.” 

-Nicole Engelke
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Music Music

Mr. Cheskin can’t tell us what classes are going to be of-
fered next school year or tell us the changes to the music 
schedule, he can tell us that most of the classes are going 
to stay the same.  “ There will be changes to the music 
class schedule next year, but i can’t talk about them just 
yet because i don’t know what classes are going to make it 
on the schedule.” Said Mr. Cheskin.
       Mr. Beck has plans to get rid of ukulele jr. and to add 
two guitar one classes to open up the opportunity for more 
people to join guitar. 
          A lot of you might be wondering how the music 
teachers get their song selections… well   Mr. Beck’s mu-
sic selection  involves the participants of the class to sug-

gest songs to play so they are excited to be in the class and 
to practice their songs at home. For most of Mr. Becks 
older, more harder classes such as guitar two. He picks 
which songs to play just so he has the appropriate song 
level for the class. 
             The concerts for most of the guitar and strings 
classes where being held at jackson campus last year but 
due to the fact that there was no heating in that part of 
the building the music staff decided to change the loca-
tion of the concerts to our very own ACA gym (which has 
somewhat of heating). Our music department staff do have 
plans to keep the band concerts in the same location as this 
school year. 

Any changes in music department next year?

              Our choir concerts however are not held at Alli-
ance charter academy, but at Unitarian Universalist church 
building downtown oregon city. Choir director Margie 
Phillips changed the choir concert location within the 
first couple of years of her teaching at ACA. Mrs. Phillips 
wanted to find a building with anof seating to fit everyone 
to attend… and enough space for all of her students to 
perform.
           Margie is  not sure how the classes will end up next 
year.  But is  considering cutting Choir JR to only one day 
a week. She says “It is a tricky class to figure out, because 
i want the kids to have about 40 minutes a week, but it’s 
hard to find a time when the room is available for them... 

some people with little kids like only one day a week, be-
cause of homeschooling other days”. 
    Our music classes are the most offered classes out of 
any other subject. And have two dedicated rooms for our 
music electives (which is more than any other subject). 
     While there are changes each year, next year’s changes 
appear to be relatively minor. For example, all staff plan 
to return, they plan to teach basically the same courses and 
electives, and the concerts will be held in the same loca-
tions.
      Our music staff this year encourage everyone at ACA to 
come and join the music program! They would love to get 
the opportunity to help everyone with their music skills.

 Ash Scott 
hard at 
work in 
Margie 

Phillips’ 
Piano III 

class!

Kids of all 
ages enjoy-
ing Mr. 
Beck’s mu-
sic classes as 
well as their 
parents.

By Taylor Younger
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Physical Education Physical Education

By VICTOR HEIMBIGNER

Physical Education is wanted by most 
students and is required to graduate.  
P.E. is a great way to get your body in 
shape or if you just want to be health-
ier exercising helps too.  Our teach-
ers at ACA do their best to help out 
each student in fulfilling their goal. 
The teachers are getting many ideas 
for next years classes and are work-
ing on the schedules to have as much 
resources as needed.  
     Mr. Drew Holland will be teaching 
more science classes next year than 
he is this year and will try to teach 
his regular highschool, middle and 
elementary school PE classes and will 
be backed up by his fellow PE teach-
ers for extra classes.
     “My goal is for students to feel 
excited about coming to class, and 
hopefully take that excitement and 
apply it to physical activity outside of 
class.”- Mr. Holland.
     Mr. Holland took the head of PE 
title when he was a substitute teacher 
for the recent teacher and he decided 
to start teaching PE instead of being 
a sub or having to find a new teacher.  
Mr. Holland loves physical education 
and has enjoyed taking this job, he 
has also got lots of help from other 
teachers who have assisted him in all 

his classes.
     Todd Ingham is a teacher at ACA 
who is planning on instructing all 
ages of students and parents in a yoga 
class of 2018-2019.  Mr. Ingham is 
currently teaching a younger PE class 
and a painting class.
     Margie Phillips is a very excit-
ing teacher and “might be teaching 
the MS PE 11:00 Thursdays that I 
am doing this year.  It depends upon 
Drew Holland’s schedule -- he’s the 
primary PE teacher, and the rest of 
us fill in when he is unavailable.  He 

got sucked into 
teaching science 
and being an ES 
this year, so that 
cut back on his 
PE availability, 
and that’s how 
I was pulled 
in to teach the 
one class.  I 
liked the middle 
school class this 
year and would 
enjoy teaching 

it again!  I’m not sure if I would be 
good at elementary or high school 
level, though... I’d have to learn a bit 
more about teaching PE first. I am not 
trained to be a PE teacher so I don’t 
have much expertise. However, I am 
an exercise and sports enthusiast.  I 
have always loved Pin Dodgeball, 
Soccer 4-Square, volleyball, bad-
minton, kickball, capture the flag, 
frisbee golf, and all such games.  I’ve 
done quite a bit of rock climbing and 
mountaineering in my life.  I love to 
hike and backpack, though recently 
I like trail running more than back-
packing -- going light and mobile. I 
ski and snowboard occasionally, love 
swimming, pickle ball, and goofing 
around on playground equipment.”
     “I’ve run ½ marathons and am 
training for an 18-mile trail run along 
the McKenzie River in April,” said 
Phillips.  “I’m worried I might not 
finish the race, but the organizers said 
I could drop out part way if needed.  I 
stay active, but I’m not good at hard-

PE classes remain popular and necessary
core training like marathon runners; 
that’s a problem in this case!  I’ve 
played soccer my whole life.  I am a 
Timbers fan and follow Major League 
Soccer.  I have always played recre-
ationally, indoors and outdoors.”
    “My philosophy for teaching PE is 
that I want every student to get and 
feel stronger and more powerful in 
their bodies,” Phillips said. “I want 
them to feel good and alive, like they 
can do things, like they are power-
ful, capable people.  I want them to 
feel healthy and to get their hearts 
pumping.  I want them to get kind of 
addicted to the after-rush of working 
out, like ‘Hey, I pushed myself, and 
it turns out that felt good!’  So, we 
do about 15-20 minutes of aerobic 
and strength exercises at the start of 
every class, timing our push ups, sit 
ups, jumping jacks, planks, knee-
taps, mountain climbers, ski jumps, 
etc.  Then, we play games and work 
on ball skills for the rest of class.  We 

mix in rope climbing and handstands 
and weird stuff.  I like to make up 
crazy games every once in a while, 
things that seem like adventures or 
video games.  I have a cousin who is 
really good at that kind of thing, and I 
learned it from him.”
     “I love working with your kids!” 
Phillips exclaimed. “ They are awe-
some, and it’s a total treat to spend 
time with them.  I am amazed at what 
great people I am paid to teach -- it’s 
a dream job.  Parents have done a 
WONDERFUL job raising kids who 
have terrific manners and care about 
their education.  ACA kids are fantas-
tic.  We are in the process of ordering 
more basic things like basketballs, 
soccer balls, dodgeballs, etc.  We are 
looking into building a climbing wall 
-- just bouldering, but still an awe-
some thought.  I would like to take 
people on field trips -- boogie board-
ing at the beach, skiing/snowboard-
ing, sledding, roller skating, etc.  The 
PE department talked about adding 
a trapeze, a high jump bar, a balance 

beam, and some other cool stuff to 
provide variety and challenge.  I need 
to commit time over spring break 
to adding up costs to see what we 
can afford.  We probably can’t buy 
a swimming pool or a roller rink or 
build a fake ski hill, but it all sounds 
fun to me.  I would like to make a 
zip line... too much fun falls in the 
category of PE!  But legal stuff and 
paperwork partner with the more 
extreme things.”
     Ms. Phillips explained a lot of the 
Physical education and as she said 
before, Drew Holland is the head of 
the P.E. department and all the other 
PE teachers are filling in his spots that 
he can’t do.
     ACA’s PE department is very 
popular and remained the same for 
multiple years, Mr. Holland has been 
planning and been researching for the 
next year of school and is excited for 
the classes and students to join his 
and the other teachers in their Physi-
cal education classes.

Story continued on next page

Story continued from previous page
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Science and Technology Science and Technology 
Future Science

&
   Technology

Courses

    By. Elizabeth Tarsia

     Here at Alliance Char-
ter Academy we offer 
many classes and among 
those many classes are our 
unique Science and Tech-
nology offerings. Though 
not all the classes are 
guaranteed to be offered 
next year all the teachers 
have a wide range of spec-
tacular possible offerings.
  In our Science depart-
ment we have Margo 
Edinger, Ann Heppner, 
Denise Monte, Drew Hol-
land, and Michael Lan-
caster. In our Technology 
department we have Scott 
Ginn, Jonathan Cheskin, 
and Michael Lancaster. 
  You wouldn’t think the 
process of getting a sched-
ule for next year would 
take that long right?  
Wrong. The total time 
the schedule takes to put 

together for the follow-
ing year basically takes a 
whole year to map.
Science
   When you become a 
high schooler you might 
get frustrated when you 
find out that we do not 
offer Chemistry. If ACA 
could offer chemistry we 
would, but we don’t have 
the space or safety needs 
that are required for a 
chem lab, according to 
Director Nic Chapin. In 
the future ACA does not 
see itself expanding due to 
it offering personal inde-
pendant learning and the 
bigger the school the more 
likely it is to lose the as-
pects that make ACA how 
it is.
   Science teacher Margo 
Edinger has been here for 

twelve years, since our 
school started. Edinger 
is excited for Astrobiol-
ogy being taught for two 
years in a row. Our sci-
ence classes here are nor-
mally on a rotation so that 
there is a little variety and 
not just the same classes. 
Margo and the whole sci-
ence department try to 
have variety on the classes 
that are going to be of-
fered. Teachers are given 
the summer to prepare for 
there chosen clases. Their 
are only two science class-
es that are offered to 1st 
and 2nd graders. The sci-
ence department is hoping 
to have an Intro to Chem-
istry that will be offered 
to grades 6th-8th. to our 
science department is how 
limited the space is. 

  One of the downfall to 
our science department is 
how limited the space is. 
Currently we have four 
teachers in one room. 
Most of the science teach-
ers mentioned that they 
have a limited amount of 
space which makes being 
properly organized hard. 
    It has been a total of 3 
years since we lost our 
chemistry program and 
Chem teacher Michelle 
Hurrman. Our science 
program would love to 
have a chem class and the 
equipment for it. The pro-
gram is the largest it has 
ever been. 
  These classes are not 
guaranteed but are what 

teachers would like to be 
teaching next year in the 
Science department. Light 
and Sound offered to 1st 
and 2nd grade, Forces 
and Motion 3-4th grade, 
Matter and Energy 5-6th 
grade, Intro to Chem 6-8th 
grade, Earth Science 6-8th 
grade,Life Science 6-8th 
grade, Natural Hazards 
9-12th grade, Astro Biol-
ogy (entry level) 9-12th 
grade, Biology 9-12th 
grade.

Technology
 “Future technology 
classes offered in the 
school year 2018/2019 are 
relatively similar to the 
classes offered in the year 

2017/2018; there are no 
major changes,” said Di-
rector Nic Chapin.
  Scott Ginn our main 
Technology teacher was 
hired summer of 2016 as 
a Technology teacher. The 
classes that he is teaching 
this year are Photoshop, 
Maker lab, Stop-Motion 
Animation, Video Produc-
tion, and Lego Simple 
Machines. Certain stu-
dents in said classes stand 
out to Mr Ginn and he 
could see them furthering 
their skill set beyond his 
class.
  “Some things that stick 
out about our technology 
program are the awesome 
students! I am inspired by 
their creations,” said Scott 
Ginn
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Social Sciences In The Future
The new course catalog is com-
ing soon, allowing kids to finally 
learn about the new classes next 
year. This story will review the 
Social Sciences section of the 
catalog. 
 If you noticed in past 
catalogs, there aren’t very many 
Social Sciences classes. This is 
has to do with our part-home-
school style of the school. Ac-
cording to our schools director, 
Nic Chapin, many families tend 
to do their Social Science classes 
at home, because it is easier to 
teach than other subjects. 
 A few Social Sciences 
teachers are proposing brand 
new classes, while also keeping 
some of the same classes.

Chad Wynne’s classes for this 
year and next: 
Social Sciences department 
head, Chad Wynne, currently 
teaches Modern European His-
tory (grades 9-12), and Writing 
the World (grades 6-8). He is 
not quite traditional, as he uses 
multiple curriculums in his class. 
In his high school class, he does 
use the textbook for some parts, 
but will use different work-
sheets, powerpoints, etc.  He 
will also use movies and videos 
to help further indulge students 
in the subject, in his words he 
calls it “like a multivitamin”. 
Wynne will be continuing Writ-
ing the World, but will not be 
teaching Modern European His-

tory. Chad Wynne will also be 
starting a new 5th grade Oregon 
History class.

Megan Burt’s classes for this 
year and next:

 Megan Burt currently 
teaches U.S. History (9-12) and 
will continue to teach that in 
coming years. In her class, she 
uses an online source called 
Online Digital History, She 
enjoys it because it’s very ac-
cessible for students anywhere. 
Like Mr. Wynne, she has added 
a few documents and so forth, 
from other sources. Mrs. Burt 
loves working with her students 
and has a true passion for this 
subject. In the distant future, 
she has been thinking of classes 
she would like to teach. Two of 
these being a Civil Rights class, 
and/or a Political science class. 

Sarah Head’s classes for this 
year and next: 
 Sarah Head teaches 

History: A Sociological Perspec-
tive (9-12) and Skills of Social 
Studies (6-8). She says, “I love 
teaching social studies content, 
especially history. Asking ques-
tions, finding multiple points 
of views, discovering stories 
that haven’t been told - I like 
helping students discover all of 
this. It’s exciting to see students 
find out what happened through 
investigation.”. Head believes 
there isn’t enough time to teach 
the vast subject of social stud-
ies. “It’s always hard to choose 
what you want to teach and what 
you want to leave out.”. Head is 
teaching a Government and Law 
class next year, and claims she is 
looking forward to it. 

Sarah Sanderson’s classes for 
this year and next: 
 Sarah Sanderson is cur-
rently teaching Hands on Histo-
ry for K-2 and 3-5 students. She 
uses a role playing curriculum 
that allows children to be able to 
act out multiple points in history, 
such as: The Oregon Trail, Great 
Barrier Reef, The Rainforest, 
and ancient Egypt. However, 
Sanderson will not continue 
teaching this class next year. 

Carla Calhoun’s classes for 
this year and next: 
This year, Carla Calhoun teaches 
Biztown (4-6), and Oregon 
History (4-6), .and she will be 
teaching both of these next year. 

Calhoun’s idea for the Oregon 
History class was “born out of 
interest” because there is not 
very many studies on Oregon 
History in schools. Biztown, 
allows students to get a taste of 
the real world through role plays 
and simulations of businesses 
and how money works. “There 
are many hands on aspects that 
are very exciting for both stu-
dents, and parents.”. Calhoun 
loves the age group she works 
with, and the subject she teach-
es. 

Chris Stilwell’s classes for this 
year and next: 
 This year, Chris Stilwell 
is teaching Contemporary world 
issues, and Psychology. Stilwell, 
like Burt, and Wynne, likes 
using multimedia (textbooks, 
popular news media, and bio-
graphical nonfiction) to educate 
his students. He also mentioned 

that he enjoys using, newspa-
pers, saying that it, “...tends to 
grab a reader with current events 
that students can relate to.”.  
When asked about what he loves 
in the classroom, he answered: 
“My favorite thing about being 
in a classroom is hearing teenag-
ers talk about mature subjects.  
I think teens often are not af-
forded the allowance to speak as 
freely as they would like.  I offer 
my classes as a means to express 
oneself in a safe environment.  
Therefore, students can voice 
their concerns about popular 
topics without being chastised.”. 
Chris Stilwell will not be teach-

Social Sciences Social Sciences

ing Contemporary World Issues 
next year, but will be teaching 
Psychology, and also picking up 
Modern World History. 

Sources:
Burt, Megan, in person inter-
view, 3/7/18
Calhoun, Carla, in person inter-
view, 3/14/18
Head, Sarah, email interview, 
3/20/18
Sanderson, Sarah, in person 
interview, 3/11/18
Stilwell, Chris, email interview, 
4/14/18
Wynne, Chad, in person inter-
view, 3/14/18

Hands on History teacher, sarah Snaderson begins the role play for her students

U.S. History assignment

By Alyssa DiLoreto
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The PAT puts on many fundraisers 
to support ACA, for example the 
rummage sale, plant sale, and the 
Snack Shack.

The next upcoming fundraiser is 
the biannual rummage sale. On Fri-
day, April 27 and Saturday April 28, 
from 8:00am-4:00pm, the rummage 
sale will be held in the cafeteria. 
Families of ACA have donated their 
old items (furniture, clothes, etc.) to 
be sold. 

“We have already started receiving 
some great donations!” says Sham-
ron Cook, the coordinator of the 
rummage sale.

Chantell Bunker, the PAT President, 
says they might add along a bake 
sale to the rummage sale. It all de-
pends if they can get families to do-
nate baked goods. 

The upcoming plant sale is another 
PAT fundraiser. It’s an opportunity 
to buy vegetable, flower, and herb 
plants through the school. The 
plants come from the New Leaf 
Greenhouse Nursery. Just fill out 
the order form and pick them up 
at ACA on May 9-10. A cut of the 
profit goes to ACA.

A lot of the Profit made from the 
PAT comes from the Snack Shack. 
The Snack Shack sells lunch every-
day from 12:00pm-12:30pm, with 
the new extension this year, they are 
also serving breakfast at 8:30am-
9:15am. Selling breakfast alone 

makes around $60-80 a week. 

“[It’s going] Pretty well, hungry 
people keep returning every day! 
The Costco muffins are a big hit at 
breakfast,” says Erika Stewart, who 
has been in the PAT for two years 
and is incharge of the Snack Shack.

 As of February 26, 2018, the PAT 
has raised $16,897, 
making the net prof-
it of $7,457.

“Since the begin-
ning of the school 
year the money has 
gone towards buy-
ing a marimba, covering clean-
ing and maintenance expenses and 
various supplies including school 
events (dance, spooky night, etc), as 
well as purchasing  recognition gift 
cards,” says Fred Shulikov, the PAT 
Treasurer.

Last year’s PAT fundraisers raised 

money for the chromebooks, pro-
jectors, the outdoor garden, and ma-
rimbas. The Chromebooks are used 
by the students if they need a lap-
top to do work in school. The new 
projectors hanging from the ceiling 
allow the teachers to teach without 
getting in the way with the projec-
tor cart. The outdoor garden is being 
used by classes planting seeds. And 

the marimbas are 
for the new ma-
rimba club taught 
by Margie Phil-
lips.

The PAT is 
incharge of where 

the funds from the fundraisers go, 
but at the end of the year the left-
over funds go to the School Project 
fund. The school doesn’t know for 
sure where the funds will towards 
this year; Danielle Till, The Busi-
ness manager at ACA, says the 
funds might go towards remodeling 
the upstairs boys bathroom.

PAT Fundraisers
By SAMANTHA RANDS

Mrs Edinger with her 1st and 2nd grade class, Animals and Plants 
using the school garden. On March 19 they planted bean plants. The 
school garden was built using PAT funds.

Sources:
Bunker, Chantell. Personal Inter-
view. Feb 27-Mar 14, 2018.
Calhoun, Carla. Personal Interview. 
Mar 17, 2018.
Chapin, Nic. Press Interview. Mar 
7, 2018.
Cook, Shamron. Personal Interview. 
Mar 6, 2018.
Shulikov, Fred. Personal Interview. 
Mar 15, 2018.
Stewart, Erika. Personal Interview. 
Mar 15, 2018.
Till, Danelle. Press Interview. Mar 
14, 2018.

Chantell Bunker (left,) Erika Stewart (middle,) and Carla Calhoun (right) in the PAT meeting on March 
19. In the admin room they discussed future fundraisers. Photo by Torin Combs.

The PAT
The PAT (Parent Action Team) is made up of parents of ACA stu-
dents. Chantell Bunker is the current President of the PAT. Fred 
Shulikov is the Treasurer, he has been in the PAT for a year. Linda 
Eels is the Volunteer Coordinator. Bunker said the only changes in 
the PAT next year will hopefully have more members. “Other than 
a new president and treasurer, we are a much smaller team because 
we haven’t had a secretary or vice President this year. I’m hoping to 
have those positions filled next year,” Says Bunker.

“[It’s going] Pretty well, 
hungry people keep return-
ing every day! The Costco 

muffins are a big hit at 
breakfast,” says Erika Stew-

art.
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Clubs and Electives

BY CONSTANTINE VAN SICKLE

Electives and Clubs are heading 
your way for the 2018-2019 Alli-
ance Charter Academy school year. 
Fun and interesting classes make 
school a little more bearable. Not 
only will there be fun classes like 
cooking and drama, but these elec-
tives and clubs will prove to be an 
influential part in developing the 
new class schedule for ACA.    
     Clubs and electives are a great 
way to learn new skills and create 
new friendships and will undoubt-
edly teach you something that is fun 
but also very important. You can 
also earn credit!
     There are two categories of clubs: 
curricular clubs and non curricular 
clubs. Non curricular clubs are usu-
ally run by students and are free, 
like the Christian Student United 

club and Gay Straight Alliance/
Gender and Sexuality Awareness 
club. Curricular clubs have a fee 
and are run by Vendors, staff and or 
parents. Vendors are not teachers, 
but they are paid to teach a certain 
subject like drama. 
     Electives are different than clubs 
because they are needed to gradu-
ate high school but they are not core 
classes like math; they are usually 
lighter subjects like art. Electives 
are usually taught by actual teach-
ers.
     Electives and Clubs wouldn’t be 
possible without the people that run 
them. It requires an energetic, car-
ing person that is passionate about 
teaching to be able to teach a club 
or an elective class.
     Carla Calhoun who teaches the 
elective, Financial Literacy, ex-
plains that she loves teaching, she 
loves the challenge and excitement 
of being in a classroom. She ex-
plains why she teaches this class.
 “Financial Literacy is a passion of 
mine, because I think it is one of the 
most important classes that anyone 

can take.” 
    Despite having a passion for fi-
nancial literacy, Carla Calhoun 
will be handing this class over to 
Val McCormack for the 2018-2019 
school year. 
     ACA also offers cooking! It is an 
elective class that is taught by Val 
McCormack that allows you to earn 
credit while learning how to cook a 
variety of foods. 
     Students and parents like clubs 
and electives because it allows them 
to fill in their open slots of time in 
their schedule with something en-
joyable. 
     Marshal Griffiths explains why 
he’s a part of the basketball club by 
saying, “Basketball club teaches me 
teamwork and allows me to build 
life skills.” 
     Financial Literacy, Cooking, 
and basketball are only a hand-
ful of clubs and electives that are 
available at ACA, and with the next 
school year right around the corner, 
these and tons more will be avail-
able so take a look at the schedule 
for the 2018-2019 school year and 
start planning! 

Non-core classes round out schedules, experiences

Mrs. Val McCormack helps students 
prepare a dessert dish during her Cook-
ing Around the World class. McCor-
mack serves up a few elective classes.
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